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ly begotten Son : that whoſoever believethin him, ſhould 


not periſh,but have everlaſting Life. 
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” | John. 3. 16. God ſo loved the World, that he gavehison- | 


| and Bible in low Owſe-gate. Mi. DC. LXXXV1. 
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Altham, 
Johan. Archiep. Eb 
"8 ſachis Domeſtitis. 


; To the Right Workhipful 
Sic JOHN K AYE, 


: Of Woodſome Baronet, one of His 
_ 'Majeſtie's Deputy Lientemgnts for 
I: _ _ the Weſt. Riding of the County 
r. [ > of York. 


"is - Honoured SIR, 
F 'T” not the apprehenſion of any 


Worth or | Excellency in this 

þ Diſcourſe, ( except what its 
|  Subje&s Matter imports) that could 
tempt me to the Publication of it : Nov 
"am Ifo vain as to think, that an y thing 
nine ſhould find ſuch Ariepoanat ze 
ny des and critical Age , but that 

" the Dread of its ſevere Cenſures would 

j rather deter me from appearing in 
Poe, then the Opinion of my own 
"i Per- 


The Epiſtſe Dedicatory. 


Performances could encourage me theres ' 


unto; ſave, that I bope by committing | 


21y well iatended, tho' ſlender Labours 


to Your worthy Patronage, I ſoall be | 


ſecured at leaſt ( however | otherwiſe 
rreated ) from open. Reprehenſion or 


Calumzy, by ſheltring my ſelf under 


the tntelar Umbrage of Tour great 
Name. A Name indeed deſerwedly 
great; if Your exemplary Piety and Vir- 
tne; Tour Loyalty to onr Gracious'So- 
veraign, and Integrity to the preſent 
Covernment ; #f Tour ftric and in- 


partial Adminiſtration of Tuſtice; Tour 


charitable Temper in compoſing Dj rffe- 


rences,to the ſingular Benefit and Satis- 
faction: of the neighbouring Country ; 
if Tonr excellent Pattern of Houſhold 
(Government in all the Relations. and 
Uircumflances of it; and Your partt- 
eular Reſpet3 and Deference to all the 
*riuly loyal and Orthadox Sons of the 
Chard, of England, - bat the Clergy 


 Yſpecially: [Fall theſe T ſay, and cd ; 
#tber er innmera As of C barity and 
Benefs- | 
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ThoEpiſtleDedicatory. 
- Bene ficence May add any thing to Your 
1 | CharaGier'; no. Perſon of Your Rank has 
rs | more improv d the Patrimony of Ho- 
be | nour, (deriv'd from Tour truly Religi- 
ſe þ ous. and Loyal Anceſtors ) nor advanc'd 
wr. | 4\Family to an higher Pitch in the ge+ 
by | neral Efteem of All. But I would not 
at | offend Your Modeſty with more particu- 
ly | cular Enumerations and Enlogies of 
r= | Tour Merits: And indeed, the Tranſ- 
»- | actions of Your whole Life are ſo obvi- 
it | o#8toa conſiderable Part of the Nation, 
;j- | that twould be wery incongruous to in- 

| Iargethis Dedication withneedleſs Pas 
' negyricks. To whom then could IT de- 
s- | dicate this Diſcourſe with that equal 

; ReſpeGof Choice and Duty, as to = 
Self ; who, ( beſides Tour Integrity 
and 8 nceeſs in thoſe public Admini- 
firations ) have not only been a Friend 
and Patron, but even a Parent to the 


Author ; both whilſt Tour domeſtic Pendicio- 


Chaplain, and always ſince: So that moxia his 


. neſcere non 
the (i fe neereſt Gratitude and Service in dever Sen. 


'vy. brevate Devotions are 109 ſmall a de Bos 
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The Epiſtle Dedicacory. 
Tribute, for thoſe many hd undeſerved 


Fawonrs Tour Bounty hat beſtow'd. on 


me and mine. And therefore » as My 
Book in Duty defires Tour Patro- 
nage; ſo, for many conſiderable Reaſons 


T have wentur'd it abroad in the World: | 
ander Your Protection. But 'tis not ex-. 


pedient, nor do Ton expe& that I ſhould 
acquaint the World with the Particu- 


lars that T owe You : Beſides, thoſe wer- | 


bal Acknowledgements ( as they are 
often cenſur'd; ſo they ) are but unſuit- 
able Returns for real © great Fawonrs. 
"Tis Love and Duty that's payable from 
Your Votary ; and IT have no other Way 
at preſent to diſcharge my Obligations, 


 Primitias $han by a humble Dedication of my La- 


Cordis & 
Qris, 


bours to the Memory of 'Your Name and : 
Family, which Þ defire to do with all | 


poſſeble ReſpeSF and Obſervance : And 
may it prove (as 'tis ſincerely deſign'd) 
« lifting Monument to Poſterity of 
Tour courteous Beneficence, and my re- 
zl Gratitude: Cn 


 T hope,(Sir)Yowl find in the candid | 
- F208 » per- 6 
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The Epiſle Dedicatory-;- 
Peryſol, tbat his Dilcour ſe does carry 6B 
| an at the Stamp and Impreſs of Truth baberur 
| 2nd Holineſs : And as I conld not bave cn ie 


gendum, 


| choſen @ $ ubject more Excelleat and Sint, 
© Beneficial z#2 at ſelf; ſo neither, (T am 56m. 


Ne encro- 


U well afſur'd ) more acceptable to Yon 5fon, fi 


prelens, 


. * which will minifter the hope at leaſt , z 90d com 
| that the Dignity and Ulefuine there= ww : work 


of, may atone __ the want of Elegancy or, At 


| Such as itis C good Sir ) be pleas da 
t- || toaccept it,as the humble Mellenger of 
5, | my Duty and. Reſpet;, that by the 
m | Favourof Tour Patronage,my Endea- 
ay | wours herein may be more kndly inter- 
preted: Nor need I fear a Reprimand 
| for the Boldneſs of this Attempt ; ſince 
1d | Tour Goodneſs will pardon, and your 
it | Candor bear with more Indiſcretions, 
1d | thanT would willingly be guilty of. 
7) | GodAlmighty bleſs Ton in Tour rea- 
of : dl and loyal Intentions to ſerve Tour 
z- | King and Country,zn the faithful Ma- 
| nagement of that honourable Truſt re- 
a | poſedinVouby both : and may Ton per- 


ſevere 
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: foie #1 your pious dnd Wig Reſo<i 
_ Iutions to ſerwe the =g of Kings ſin-' 
| cerely and affeSi onately, :in the Com-. 

-munion of this beſt © (Churches. And. | 
that Ton may be every way happy in | | 

Tour incomparably prudent and pious Þ | 

Lady , thoſe hopeful Cions Tonr Chil- 

dren and Grand-children, and all. | 

Tour Worthy Relations; ( whereby 

You and They may prove Ornaments. 
to Tour Conntry, Inſtruments of God's || - 

Glory here, and Poſſeſſors of it Ve £ { 

Fer "), OT be the daily Prayer $7 SE © 


- Worthy SIR, 
Your mo humble, moſt ge. 


and 


- . moſt faiehful Servant, 
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To wy worthy: Fridbd, 
Mr. GEORGE JOLLAND 


of Glamford-Briggs in the Connty of 
"Lincoln; and to all and every of 


em , wh are or have beet my 


- PARISHIONERS. 


SIR, TS. 
Here are many cogent Rea«* 
I ſons which induce me to pre- 
fix your Name to this Epiſtle: 
For, befxdes thoſe perſonal Obligati- 
4 ons which T am not able to recount, 
; andthe Relation you bear te the Pa- 
 rijþ wherein I'was ſeveral Yeags In 
cumbent ; (and wherein your good 
Example and Authority have had no 
| ſmall Inflaence, for the Advance- 
* | 'mMmentof the Intereſt of the eftabliſh'd 
' | Religion and Governmem, ) Ia Yy, be- 
* | 1idesalltheſe, Icould inflance in ma- 
Þ - ny Particulars of your ſingular —— 
3 4n 


'S 


Kindneſs to all honeſt orthodoxCler- | 


oy-men, your Charity to the Poor, 
bur eſpecially: poor Scholars, and 


your Holpicality toall ; not to men- | 
tion your pions Beneficence in repair- | 
mg and hearty ing "_ 'sHoule at fo | 

reat a Charge : , I would nei- | 
| offend you nor on Reader, with | 
that unpleaſingand phancaſtical Me- | 


thod of Flattery and Oſtentarion. 


Yet (Sr ) I ſhall never be awant- | 
ers for you; that you may perſevere | 


in your Endcavaurs to preſerve and 
propagate! that.Order and Uniformi- 
ty in Gad's Worſhip, which you have 
hitherto proſecuted. with fo much 
Lcal, Succeks, and Integrity. Sa, 
that by your Proficietcy i in Grace and 
Virtue, you may not only erect a Mg- 
nument/to your ſelf ,- but tranſmit; a 
Blefling'( with a pleniful Eſtate Neo 
your hapef ul Poſterity., ' 


AN D now ny oſt kind and re- | 
ſpeftive P, ariſbieners, (: for. —_ th L 
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Þ. 


| ſmall practical Diſcourſe is chiefly in- 
| tended ) you are not infenfible of the- 


Occaſion of my Remoyal from yon; 
and the Inconveniencies which T thew 
ſuffer'd by it, which T am now unwil«: 
ling to repeat, fave that I do unfeign- 
edly pardon the unhappy Inſtrument 
of it. And tho', Ihope my Paſtoral 
Care and Afﬀection for you ( in my 
Abſence)did not fall much ſhorcof my 
Obligations ; yet, becauſe I could not 
perſonally diſcharge my Duty, I then 
refolv'd to compole this Treatiſe chief- 
ly for your Uſe, and do now prefent 
it to your candid Acceptance. Where- 
in I've endeavour'd to remind you of 
thoſe Trmths which I have formerly 
taught, and wherein (Thope)) you 
are now eſtabliſh d. Whereunto [I 
have added fome Forms of Prayer, 
for the Benefit of private Perſons and 
Families3 which I heartily beg ( not 
only for my Satisfaction , but your 
own ) that you wouldfincerely, fer- 
yently, and conſtantly make uſe of, 
HE, Mor- 


C9 * 
Morning' arid Evening, both with' | þ 
) your - Families, and in your Cloſets,, Þ K 
f | Yetſo, that ( when Opportunitie's; Þ d 
| preſent) you do not neglect the more || al 
| V 

kc 
C 


ſolemn and public Service of the, | 
Church, for the wiltul Omiſſion of | 

this important and necetlary Duty of | 
Religion, as 'tis highly diſhonourable | 

to God, a Scandal ro our holy Profeſ- | { 
fron, and of very dangerous and | ni 
| | damnable Conſequence toall, but to. Þ E 
| Maſters of Families eſpecially , who {| t 
have the chief and immediate Charge } i 
of, and In{peQion over thereſt; ſo, | «a; 
if it be ſincerely and devoutly ' per-. } 
form'd, this will intitle youto, and | 
| m—_ you- not only for the Com- | #: 
forts and Bleflings of this,. but a fu- 5 þ 
ture and better Life : Nor .haveI the * 
leaſt caule to doubt, but that my well * a: 
meant Endeavors herein, will meet | 
with a ready and kind Acceptance, | 
from you eſpecially. And may your | 
[ .hearty, Compliance with ;the Truth | © 
[ 'and Ditties herein. recommended, ! 
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bring you. " degrees, tothe BE ; 


Knowledge and Practice of true Wi 

dom and Holineſs ; and make you 
abound ſtill more and more in all-the 
Virtues and Graces of the inner-man, 
to the Praiſe and Glory of our infinite 


| Creator and Redeemer. 


This Diſconrſe (1 hope) will prove 
7 aprecable to the primitive Inſtitu- 
tion of the Chriſtian Religzon, that the 


Excellency and Uſe fulneſs thereof, (a As 


the Title imports Jare 1n a great Mea 
ſure repreſented;both in its Pr mciples 
and Pradlices. . A Religion , which 


oo. ; . ſhews the Dignity of Chriſt's Perſon, 
the Sufficiency of his Merits, and the 
” faithful Adminiſtration of his Offices; 


by vertue whereof, he is made unto Ty 


Wiſdon:, Righteouſneſs, SanGification, 


and Redemption. A Religion, which 


above all things teacheth us to. be 


godly and honeſt, pure. and peacc- 


able, and ro abound i in-all the Fruits 


of Picty, Juſtice, Charity, Sobriety, 
Loyaley, Ec and in all and eyery 


ONe 


c ; 


ont bypocriſte. 


re& me iti the'Compoſure. Beſides: 


behind mea good Example. 


{ome 


dhe of theſe without pertiality, with 


And herein I have endeavour* dto | 
be ſerious and practical , rather then | 
make uſe of any vain glorious Digref | 
fions of Wit and Eloquence; and | 
have not fail'd to beg the Afliſtances | 
of God's Grace and holy Spirit to di- | 


the private SatisfaQtion I have expe- | 
rienc'd already, and the Benefit which | 
CT hope )) you'l reap by it, will not | 
only compenſate all*t 16 hard Mea: 
ſures I can meet with ; * but ſufficient- | 
ly countervail all my Pains and Fa- * 
tigues herein. Nor am I concern'd ; 
for any more. in this World, then to | 
_ diſcharge the Duties of my Calling | 
with a good Conſcience, and leave | 
not much troubled my Reader , with 
the Quotation of thoſe Authors I have , 
made uſe of And the Faults which | 
have eſcap'd the Preſs are neither ve- | 
ry many nor material ; yet there are | 


ak, Ag frapes finke, - Wh, ©14.. ani. A. 


$3 my 


ſvite, which I defire he will eidh&& 
candidly cenſure, or corre, | 20 


And now, lex us all indeavour (4s 
we are oblig'd by the thany powet- 
ful Morives of Duty abd Intereſt )to 
adorn this moſt RAT T2 Religion of 
the holy and eternal Teſts, by ous un- 
ſhaken Faith in its Principles, _ 
hearty Compliarice with all its jt 
and reaſonable Commands and Con- 
ſtitutions whatſoever. So that we 
may reap-in' this World: Satisfaction 
and Peace of Mind.,and in the World 
to come Life everlaſting. And if this 
Diſcourſe , ( now that 'tis made pub- 
lic, ) may any way conduce to the 
magnifying of God's Glory, and the 
Intereſt of his Church; ( which is the 
Argument of it ) I ſhall return him 
moſt hearty and unfeigned Thanks 
for the Succeſs, and my Friends for 
the Encouragement in the Publicati- 
On. Now, to God's merciful Gui- 
dance, ProteQion , and Blefling I 
commit you; And asthe _ 
O 


+6, 6 
of your Prayers, to enable me the 
better to diſcharge my Duty in the 
Miniſterial Office, is not the leaſt 
Part of my Happineſs; {for the Du- | 
tics of Miniſter and People are reci- | E 
procal, ). fo I doubt not, but 'cwill 
be Comfort and SatisfaQtion to you, 
to have this Aſſurance from me, chat 
I amin all Siacerity, . 


”— - 
z 


Your truly afſeTionate Paſtor, 
.: and faith ſal Servant in Chriſt; f 
SE: S. K : 
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Of the 116 


Chriſtian Religion, &c, - 
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The INTRODUCTION. 


YZMWEyHe Knowledge of the Chri- * 
WUEZES ſtiar Religion is juſtly Pre-' 
Ba ferd to the knowledge of 
any other Religion or In-. 
Ricution - m' the World: 
Nor only in reſpe@ of the” 
external Evideice, which 
we have of the T7nthof ir, and the Divine 
Authority of its Dofirime ; but likewiſe as to” 
thoſe izternel ExceZencier, which no ocher 
Religion can pretend to, For all the Princi- 
plesy and Precepts, and Dntzes of rhe Goſpel, 
are not only moſt excellent and raviſhing 
in chemſelves ; but highly advantagtous ana 
beneficial tous: And ſo calculated to our 
Nature on Purpoſe, as to make us wiſer, 
and better , holy avd verruous here, and. 
Etcrnally Glorious hereaſter, 
B 'Tis 
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The IntroduSion. 


'Tis roo obvigus, That the whole Race. 


of Mankind by the Fall and defeRion of 
our ficſt Parcnts, (inwivlating the firſt Co- 


venant ) baye.vot .only obſcur'd- the Light - 
of Reaſon; and Divine Knowledge; where- 


by they might perte@aly/ have underſtood 
their Dutics boch ro,Gqd and Man ;; bur 
bave ſo deprav'd theit Wills, and impair'd 
cheir ſtrength, that ſuch an impotency has 
ſeiz'd our Faculties, both as ro the Know- 


ledge of God's Will, and the Power of 


performing it ; Thar iwe've zow the grea- 
ecſt want imaginable , as ot a clearer Light 


to.dilcover; our, D#4ies," tous With: greater | | 


certainty, whereby we might:know' what is- 
the good and acceptable. will of Gpdi; So 
of more powerful Encouragemients_and Af- 


fiftances; that by: the gracious Influences of . 
God's, haly Spirit, we-mightbe cnabl'd;co: 


conduct qut Lives,.ina:ltncereand ſtedfaſi 
Conformity;40.che Dikive'Will and Wit 


OM. LEN TS is © "FILE. " 
. And. to;this/End, . God: Almighty. was 


pleas'd;to 1nftiture: the Law of Hoſes, as a - 
more peri, Rule and: Tranſcripri of our. 
Obedience, than that, .of Nature (as.now - 


depray d,). and writ it himſelf 5n Tables of 
Sfoze that it. might laſt the'Jonger, Yerthis 


Law in proceſs of Time,was ſo falſified: and - 


corrupted, by the errancous and incongru-' 
ous Interpretations, and falſe Glofſes ot the - 
ZY Jewiſh 
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offending Man, and an offended God ; 
B 3 


The Introduction. 
Jewiſh DoQors, that thereby ic became ſo 
impradticable and gbſcurc,thar*cwas ncither 


obey d nor underſtood, | 
Bur becauſe Mankind ſhould nor belefr 


forever deſtirnte of a ſurable and ſuthciens 
Remedy, to repair thoſe miſcrable Detects, 


which we had contracted by our Sin and 


Diſobedience z.nor of reaſonable Aſfiſtances, - 


to buoy us up, and ſupport us uader the 
Temptations, and Prcflures of .a calamitous 


. World; and at laſt by the ſaving Mechods 


of his Grace," to bring us tothe Enjoyment 
of his Kingdom and Glory - God was 
pleay'd ( for ſeveral Reaſons beſt known.to 


bimſelf ) in this laſt Period of the World, 


when all other. Means and Methods prov'd. 


incffectual,: co extol and magnifie his Mer- 
<P} in ſending .his own Son 5 and by'a 
clearer and more perfe& Revelation of his 
Will ro-mankind,. ( which he. determin'd 
from all Eternity) hes now hrought Life and 
Inmortality to light, through. the Goſpel. 
Which iuey34iave, or the Goſpels is a 


2 Tim, 1 
10, 


Term appropriated to fignific the glad Ti-. 


dings of qur Salvation , purchaſed by rhe 
Blood of Chrift, This was the SubjeR of 


the. Angels Song to the Shepherds ; the S#ke ate 


Deſire and Happineſs of all Nations, Godl 
maniſeſted in the Fleſh, to concilate the diſ- 
terence and make up the Breach berween 
oO 
relcuc 


The IntroduGion. 


P 
— 


reſcue us from the Power of our f6ns by his 


Grace ; and from the puniſhment of *cm by 
his bloudzand that by the 


Religion all his fincere Proſclices might 
become holy here, and happy cter- 
nally. 

Ad this isthat Rel/gi0z, which by God's 
aſſitance I deſign ro make the Subject of 
my enſuing D:ſcourſ-, But that we may 
proceed with ſome competent Affurance in 
a Bufineſs of ſo great importance ; I ſha]] 
premiſe ſomething ( by way of 1-trodaaion) 


The Truth Concerning the Truth and Excellency of the 


#nd Excel- Chriſtian Religion : And tho 'twould be 


9411 needleſs to multiply Arguments tor the 


Religion Confirmation of a Truth which has been fo 


a ;"e- gencrally own'd, yertheſe following To- 


DoRrine ro the ſcrious and impartial Con- 


liderer, And + + 


ByGods (1) God the Father has reſtified the 2r#:h 


ng of it from Heaven by an audible Voice, 
Mat.3.19, This # ay belsoved ſ.n in whom I am well 
# "© pleſed: "And has confirn'd it by the mira- 
culous and ViſibJe dcſcent of the Holy 
Ghoſt; a double ſenſible Evidence three 
tires repeated ; which were, the ſtrongelſl 
and moſt convitive Demonſtration our hu- 

mane Nature is capable of, 


| Al 


lief & Practice | 
Of this moit excellent, holy, and innocent 


picks may prove of conſiderable Advantage 
roi//uſtyate, and recommend this admirable - 


29 
S. 


- The IntroduSion. '4 
(2) All the Propbeſtes of the old Tcſta- , By ful. - 
menc concerning Chriſt the Saviour of the roy vg 
World, as to all the Puncualitics of Lis fes concer=. 
Life, Death, Reſurrc&ion, and Aſcention, #% ». 
and every Circumſtance of Time,and Place, 
when, where, and how he ſhould be mani- 
feſted , had their completion in him, So, 
that chere was not the leaſt Title or Tota 
fail'd concerning him , from the firſt in- 
ſtant of his Concepuion , to the laſt period 
of his Glorification. 
(3) The Truth of this exce]Jent Dotrine zy as. 
# whch hedtlivcrid,was confirmd by real & racles. 
F inexceptionable Miracles; ſuch as neither 
| the Devil, nor any of his Agents, cither 
Sorcerer or Magician were able to counter- 
feit, And this evidence by Miracles was 
® neceſlary for the convittion of the Jews , 
* * who had rcccjvd their Law by Signs and 
+ wonders ftom Heaven « Nor could it be 
* imagin'd they would lay afide their own, or 
: * admitof any cthcr Inſtitution, ( how ſpeci- 
# ous and excellent ſocver ) vnlefs it were 
/ 3 confirm, and reccmmende.1 by as power 
& ſul Arguments and Dcmoiſicacions as the 
former. Now the Mirailes which were 
done by our blefled Saviour, and his 
Apoſtles could be no lcfs than the Produ& 
of an omnipotent Arm , <either as to the 
_ things themſelves, or the manner of pro- 
ducing 'em 3 being ſuch as were never done 


Corr 
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by any finite Creature either before or ſince, 
0H To inſtance in fome Particulars; As in 
Jenn 17+ raifing the dead Body of Lazarns, the re- 
ſtoring him to life . and to the exerciſe of 
all his Facultics » after he had laid four 
days in the Grave, The' curing the 
blinds the lame, and the fick, and diſcas'd 
not only without, and above, bur even 
contrary to.means, The feeding of ſo ma- 
ny thouſands of men and VVomen , with a 
few Loaves, and ſome ſmall Fiſhes, ( even 


Mater. I4. 
I 9, 21, 


| 


toſatierty ) beſides the Surpluſage of ſcve- 
John 2. ral Baskcts full. The turning of Water in- 
to Wine, and thar far more excellent than 
could be produc'd by the moſt generous 
Aes 5s. Grape, The ſuddain Death of Azanias and 
Saphira, at the Apoſtle's Word, for lying 
to the Spirit of God, The miraculous Con- 
verfjon of St, Paul, who in a few days 
( far beyond any Metamorphoſis we 
read of in the Poets ) was chang'd from 
a malicious, virulent, and fierce Perſccutor 
of Chriſtians and Cariſtianity, to be a zea- 
lous Profciſor of this excellent . Religion , 
and art laſt teſtified the Tr#th of it ( after he 
had ſuffcrcd mary years perſecution for it ) 
by dying it's Martyr, And all theſe and 
many other 2iracles, which would be end- 
leſs to repeat, (for the whole Lives of our 
. Saviour and his Apoſtles, were a continual 
Scrics of Miraenlous Atchievements ) were 


aAfs 9. 


De 
By 
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. not done Clancularly ina blind corner of the 
World; bur openly and viſibly, every 
- = where about Jedeax, in the Temple, Syna- 
= goguecs, and all public Places: Infomuch 
that, his proteſt Enemies were convinc'd.of 
. the Truth and Reality of ir, tho Prejudice 
and Paſſion had prevail'd ſo wich them, 
that they were unwilling to comply with ic, 
Beſides, chere was ſomething of Ptety, and 
and Charity inall the Aracles which our 
Saviour and his Apoſtles did z For they 
were of ſpecial Uſe and Advantage, either 
for the ctring of Mens Bodies, and the 


the Chriſtian Religion; All which Omni- 
potent Productions are not only a moſt cer- 
tain and undeniable Evidence of the Trath 
of our Saviour's Doctrine 3 (For the Di- 
vine Providence would not ſuffer ſo many 
Miracles for the confirmation of a Superſtt- 
tious and erroneous Opinion ) but of the 
Power of his Divinity 3 and that #e is the 
true Mecfliah, the Son of God, and Saviour 
of the VVorld, which was promisd by God; 
predicted by the Prophets 3 and is already 
come to accompliſh -the great Work and 
Buſineſs of our Redemptian. 


( 4) There was never any Religion but 
this , neicher Mahometiſm, Paganitm, G*c, 


Converſion of their Souls; or the promot-. 
ing of God's Glory in the Eſtabliſhment of 


By the 
Means and 


2 ”.''* wanuer of 
its eftabliſbment in the world, 


that | 
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| that cobld ever be propagated by any | 


other Means, than either force or Violence 


or by indulging its Votaries, in a ſenſual | 


and brutiſh Libercy , which might influ- 
ence their Appetites, and Aﬀections into a 


fintul and ſlavith compliance with it,” Bue Þ 
our Heavenly Law-giver has recommended | 


.the Chriſtian Religion to our Belief , and 


Practice, by other Motives and Credentials, | 


and has ſettled it in moſt of the known 
Parts of the World , by other Means and 
Methods: For a few days before his A(- 
cenfion into Heaven, he Fave Commiſſions 
Mart, 28, ©, and inveſted his Apoſtles, and Diſciples 
19,20, With Power, and inſpird chem with Abili- 
ties to Preach this DoGrine of Saluat1on to, 
and propagate It in the World, And this 
was not the leaf} Miracle jn it 3' that a few 
Perſons of the loweſt Extract , iJender 
Education, and arm'd with no external 
Power, (the moſf of 'cm being poor Mechas 
nicks, as Tent-makers, Garpenters, Fiſher- 
men, and ſuch like) ſhould be able to with» 
ſtan1 all the Authority, Wic, Learning, 
Policy, and Eloquence of the greateſt Mo- 
narchs, Politicians, and Philoſophers on 
Earth, and all the Devils and damned Spi- 
rits mm Hell, which were combin'd againft 
them 3 and in deſpight of Malice it ſelf, 
to eſtabliſh a Religion which' did ſo much 
ehcek and control the Ambirions, — 
"Rs. . "0 : £ TOS. Fg eas 
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ſures 'and Appetitcs of the greateſt Prin- 

| ccs, and their Adherents ; and was fo di- 
ul B realy Oppoſite tothe thez Terfiper and In« 
u- Þ .clinations of Mankind ; that chey muſt of- 
2 © fer Violence to their deareſt Luſts , and de- 
ut Þ ny themſelves the ſenſual Enjoyment of 
ed Þ rhcir moſt raviſhing and tranſporting Plea- 
14 # {ures,ere they could become Profelites to ir, 

” And yet notwithſtanding all theſe Ob- 
vn | ftacles, the Apoſtles and Diſciples of our 
id | Lord had wonderful S»cceſs in Eſtabliſhing 
{- Þ the Goſpel , triumphing over and trampling 
ns | upon the greateſt Oppoſitions z and did de- 
es | fend it, and its Excellept Author, with the 


i» Z higheſt Manifeſtations of Zeal, and Integri- 
0, © ty ; tho' continual Reproaches, and Contyus. 
is | melics , Racks and Priſons , Flames and 
w - | Martyrdoms, did await *em in every place 
-r © where they came : For we've a certain ac- 
il | count from-Eccleſiaſlical Hiſtory, that ele- 
1 © ven of the twelve Apoſtles, and many 
= © Thouſandsof the Primitive Chriſtians ſuf- 


1 | ferd violent Deaths, by the hands of thoſe 
,, © who perſecuted them , meerly for their 
- = Religion, | 

n | And what rational Motive could carry 
- | em through ſuch an hazardous Imploy- 
d © ment ; thar Chriſtians alone ſhould ſeem 
3 | fofond of ſufferings , that they forgot Hu- 


1 {| manityir ſelf, indured Torments, and abode 
, # the Flames not only with Patience, and 


Mag- 


2 4% bad 
go 
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TO | | : 
x Maguanimity , but with Joy 2. For tho..chis 


to be cithgr the folly or Phrenſie' of a di- 
ſtemper'd Brain z yet doubtleſs ir could 
be no leſs than the abſolute convidi- 
on of their Minds 'and Conſciences of rhe 
Truth and certainty of the Do@rine which 


ſhould await*'em in another World, 


lence: And has ( far beyond all humane 
of Power or Earthly Authority to back it , 


$225% ſevercly reproy'd him ) has been drawn in 


a Vifory over the hearts of Men in. fo 
great a part of the World, | 


Chtiſtian Courage was lookronby che mokl, | 


they deliver'd 53 with a comfortable Pro- | 
ſpe& of thoſe inconceivable Rewards which | 


_* Thus,Chriſtianity has been always hither- 
to, and ſhall be ever propagated by Arzu- | 
ments rather than Arms g by ſubmiſſion || 
and ſufferings, .rather than force and Vior | 


conceit) been attended with ſuch wonderfal | 
gucceeſs and Prevalency, without any kind | 


and not ſo much as one Sword (except that þ 
Matth. 27, of St, Peter, for. which our bleſſed Saviour : 


the defence of it : Inſfomuch that 'cwas im-| 
poſhble that any. thing but Tr#th it (elf, þ 
which has an Oranipotent and over-ruling | 

force in it z could (by ſach weak and im-} | 
Probable AXlcens and Methods ) have ſo ſonnf} | 
ſubdu'd mankind to the Faith, and obtain'd}j 1 


And thanks be to God oyr Religion has 
not only captivated a few of the oy I 
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ſorts but the greateſt of all Ranks. and de- 
greesz even Kings and Emperors have ſub- 


Þ mitted ro Chriſt's Scepter, and many of 'em 
| have become rurſing Fathers of his Church. 


The greateſt Philoſophers, Orators, Rhero- 
ricians, &*c, ( (uch were Juſtir Martyr, 


| Athenagoras, Tertullian , Origen, Clemens 
| Alexandrinus, and many others ) who nei- 
| ther wanted Wir , Learning , Elcoquence, 
| nor Authority, to defend and maintain their 


Heathenjſh Principles and Opinions, yer 


| became Proſelices ro the Chriſtian Faith, 
and zealous Preachers and Defenders of it, 


with their very Lives,and Fortunes, And 
to our great Comfort and ſatisfaction , our 


: Religion rides on proſperouſly ſtill to con- 
| quer Nations far remote 5 * and there haye 

{ been few Ages ſince our Saviours Exhibiti- 
| onin the Fleſb, wherein the Boundarics of 

| his Church have not been enlarg'd with new 
| Productions, 


| (5 ) The Truth, and Excellency of the »y the 


| Chriſtian Religion is evicted and confiri'd, Miraculous 
| by the Afiracelous Efſuſfons and gracious In- 5 ag 
| fluences of God's Holy and Bleſſed Spirzt : Spirit upon 

| ( according to Chriſt's promiſe concerning = Apolites 

| It ) Nor only on the Day of Pextecoſ?, buc ©© 


in many thouſand inſtances befides, to the . 


I wonder and aſtoniſhment of all Beholders. 
| And tho' the. moſt of the Apoſtles, and Dit- 
| ciples of our Lord , wege mea of very ob — = 


{cure 


1? 


| {cure Fortunes , mean Capacitics , ( as 


Ads 3. 2, 


GC 
AQs Io. 


44, 


_ By filet 
an the 
Heathen 
Oracles, at 


our Savi. metrins, &c. ( as Plutarch rclates) tho Þ& ; 
OBYS COMo 
ang into the 
World, 


fort, in the great Temptattons, and Preſ- 3 
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hinted before ) and altogether unskil'd in 
humane Learning ; yer they were furniſh'd | 
in a moment with ſuch an extfaordinary | 
meaſure of inſpir'd Wiſdom and Know- 

ledge , that the greateſt Doftors among the 

the Jews , and Philoſophers: among the | 
Gentiles ſtood in a Maze at them; were 
baffl'd and overcome by che Dinr of their | 
Arguments ; and afterwards became zealous | ©: 
Champions for the Defence , and active P13 
Inſtruments in che Propagation of the Goſ- Bt 
pel. Allwhich Gifts were beſtow'd by the | 
Spirit of God, for their perfe&t Guidance | Ja! 
and Inſtruction; for their Support and Con: 3 A 


ſures which they underwent z and to inable F 
'cm to convince the obſtinate and unbelie- 
ving Jews, and Genules, of their Legal,and 
Heatheniſh Superſtitions 5 and to convert | 
them from their Sins and Errors , to the 
Belicf and Practice of this Excellent Religi-F 
gion of the holy and Eternal Jeſus. 6 

( 6 ) Upon the firſt publiſhing and pro-F . ( 
mulgation of the Goſpel , all the Heathen | 
Oracles were filenc'd. Ccleombrotus , De- | 


they had been formerly very zealous Cham- }| © 
Pions for them, yer art Chrilt's coming in} 
the Fleſh , they neither could , nor durſtf} , 
fpeak one Word in the defence of them. | 
Ablata? 
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of + 
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clavibus accluſus filet : ergo rite peratss 
| Diſcedens Patria, redeas ad Inmina ſacris. 
Porphyr. Ut citatur Lib,s,Cap.8, Eul. 
de Prepar.4t, Evangelicl, | 
| Ultima Cumei venit jam Carminis #t as, 
| Magnus ab integro ſeclorum naſcitur Ordo 
| (Virg. Eccl. 
| Sybil Oracles then drew thcir laſt 


E the ſame Poet fweetly, 

| Jam redit O-Virgo,redennt Sa(nrnia Regna; 
Jam nowa Progeries Celo demittitur alto. 

4 Andrthe Devil himſelf, who was the Fa- 
Zther and Founder of all thoſe illufive 
7 Dreams and falſe Prophefies, received a 
Z deadly Blow : ſo that not only Chrift him 
© ſelf has obrain'd an abſolute ViRory over 


him , Bar all fincere Chriſtians ( of which 


_ more fully afrerwards ) thro che al- 
# fiſtance of his Grace, arc more then Con- 
querorsover him, and all his Agents, 

> (7 ) The Chriſtian Religion in the News 
215 theſame for ſubſtance with that of the 
# Ancient Jews undcr the Old Diſpenſation. 
@ The Patrjarchs, and Prophets had che ſame 


= 


Temporilns longis:Etenim jam ceſſut Apollo :_ 


rreath,-and in them all others, On which - 


Om 
.qu4 Seripo 
14 [ans ad 
vnum Chyke 
ſtun rafe- 


.Funtir, nec 


_ Faith, Aeligion , and Worlhip common fair >a 
q wich us Chriſtians z Ner did chey expeR Li pol 


- 


#n;.33. ea intelligatur, Aug is Pf, 51.19. in joan Traff.y. 
= then 
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fiah. 


By many 


ſumm*d up 
3n this Pa. 


we may be etcrnally Glorious hercaſter- 


Seing then, we have the moſt convin- Þ 
cing Arteſtetions that can be given, to con- 
firm us 11 the. Zelief of the Chriſtian Reli- 

. ..- gion, in Gezeral ; and fince_there's nothing 
--. an the whole Conſtimtion , ( as will more it 
©" fully appearin the Scquel of this Diſcourſe) Þ 
. bur. whar's moſk worthy of God z and. con: 

-- *ſentaneous to the rectified Reaſory and I- 
 zereſt of Mankind ; VVe muſt hence neceſ-| 

. darily infer,thar itderives it's Original from ici 
--+Heaver,. andican be no lefs than the Con« | 
erivance and Pzodudt of an infinice and 
eternal 


then , or do they inherit ercroal Happt- } 
neſs now upon any other Terms, then by 

a ſincere. and. ſtedfaft Belief. of rhe pur. 8 
chas'd Redemption by cheir promis'd Mel- 


(8) And laſtly ; To theſe Topics ma- 
otder 4r- ny others might be added,(if ir were necel- Þ 
guments ſry ) to teftifie the Divizity, and Excel- Þ 
lency of our Saviours DoFrine: As the Pu- Þ 
ragraph. rity of his Life 5. che Sublimicy of his Rel-g:i- Þ 
03 the PerfeMion of irs Laws. ;, the Force 
of iss Arguments 3, the Teſtimony of his | 
holy Spirit in Mens Corſciemces 3 the Oper 
ration of his Grace ; the Fruits and Com: if 
forts of the C hriftian Devotion, &c. And in Þ 
a word, the whole Contexture and Detig # 
of .it; can; be no other, then to glorifie God; # 
and to make us Holy and Yermons here, tha | 


etc 
my 


| of 


Pe. wu I We : i | ; 
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pie eternal Wiſdom , and Goodneſs. . Thus 
by Þ much concerning the Trath and Excelexcy 
1r- i of the Chriſtian Religion in General, _ 


_ 


| . $4 
4 ex 

wp 
\ 3s 

#1 

7 vs " 


el. HRW : | oP WEE 
'u- Þ TYA(s we 0n-now to Particulars 5 VWheree 

gt- | in I. ſhall endeavour: to give you the. 

ce cleareſt Account I can; of ' God's :infinite 

his Þ and Inconceivable - Lowe to Mankind ; 

pe Band what admirable- Means and Methods 

M- Þ the Divine Wiſdom , ;and-Gopdneſs was ©9). 1. ie6 


Fl 7 pleas'd ro make nſe'of *to reconcile the 
190 7 World unto himſelf, And in ercating of : 
»d; & this great. Miſtcry+ 'of "#tin's Redemption; 
hat We ſhall confider 4e.st Nv Ma | 
| 1/þ2, "The ſeveral Names, and Appeations 55, pay. 
© which arc promiſcuoufly aſcrib'd co our tition of 
© bleſſed Savjour in Holy Scripture , the a 
© plication whereof will give greac Lighuto,.- 
ing f and make the Do&rine. of 14 Goſpel much , 
orc | more intelligible, = - | 
{c)} 241, We ſhall Diſcourſe diſtinRly of 
on: his Divize, and Humane Natures., . and 
1s-their Hypoſtatical Union in the Per ſors of 

cel-MChriſt, And proceed-to affign ſome ſpe- 
rom cial Reaſons, why the Mediator of the New 

ons Fcovenarr muſt be God ; #hy. he muſt be 

and Y Mar ; and why God and Mar in the ſame 


| Parſon 
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Perſon, to conflitute him a fir Mediator 
berween both, T. 

34/3, We ſhall enquire Parciculatly in- | 
to the Nature of Chriſt's Offices , arid the | 
Manner of their Adminiſtration : Al| 
which will clearly illuſtrate the great # 
End and Deſign of our Blcfſed Saviour's F 
Incarnatioh 5 and whar great things he has | 
done, and ſuffer'd for us, that we ſhoul4 live F 
comfortably here, and be happy for ever, |: 
To Treat of all which,we now proceed di- | 
ſtin&tly, and in Order, i 


th. 


— 


CHAP. I. 


Of the Names and. Titles aſcrib'd to ; 
our Bleſſed Saviour in Holy ©. 
IDITA Scripture, © 


pl , 


F thoſe ſundry” Names and Appellati- | 

(CF... aſcrib'd co the Ertcrnal Son of | 
God and Saviour of che World in Holy 
Scripture; ſome have reſpe& to his Perſox z 
others to his Offices: And are variouſly di- 
ſtinguiſhr into Proper , and Figurarive De- 
nominations agreeable thereto, 

Rilecre- "As to his Divire Nature, (inthe grea« | 
uting 'o teſt propriety of Speech) He is call.g Goas } 
Ebrifi®s | ij 'R 
Gea-bead, 1a 9, 6+. The true God, 1 John 5. 20+ The © 

| , great | 


of the Chriftian Religion, &c. ' a7 
 great-God, Micah. 5. 45 5. The Son of God, 
# Mark 15+ 39. and Luke 8. 28, And the on- 
- | y Legotren Son of God. John 3, 16, And in 
e | the ſame reſpe&-Þe.is ſaid to be ,( tho' Fi- 
ll | guratively ) #he Word, of God, John 1. 1, 
E 2, Zo» AY 063 the Image of the inwi{ible Goa, 
Col 1. 15, Or '\the CharaGer of his Pere, 
FI PLES 

” - Asto his Humane Nature, he is proper=. — 
r. || ly term'd the Son of lan , Luke 9, 56. A 
i- Þ Man of Sorrows, [[a. 53.3. The Son of Abra- 
* ham, the Son of David , &c., Luke 3, 23, 
7 24, &c, And upon the fome account (tho'. 
— 2 Figurarively ) he is ſaid to be the Seed of 

' theWoman, Ads 13,23, The Seed of Aira- 
! bams,, the ſeed of Iſaac, the Seed of Ja- 
7 cob, &c, Gen, 17. Ig. Mat, 1,7 righ.. 
© zeous pranch, and he jhall be called the Lord 
* our Righteouſneſs," Jer, 25. 5, 6. - 
> - As to his ewo Natures Hyp oſtatically uni- And to 
7ted in the ſame Perſon of the Son of God, 9 =. 
=_ "oh I united in 
tj. he is-call'd Exmannel , Mat. 1+ 23, The the ſame 
of | Lordof all thinge, Col. 1.16, 17, 18, 19, P-ſm of 
fly 1T;e King.of Kings, - and Lord of Lords, CO 
# , (REV. 19. 16: LY LE. 
di- | Again , in Relation to his Offices in ge* Titles res 
)e- ſieral, he 13 called Jeſs, Mat 1. 21, which {tg ts 
S an Hebrew word ( and alwayes written oo —_ 
ea ſn thie Syriack, Tranflarion of che New Te- | 
od, Fament ) ſignifying ro Save, and thereforc's 
The ® Name moſt agreeable ro his Mediator- 
7 BE w - _ ſhip, 
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ſhip. He'is alſo called Chriſi, John 6. 69; | 
Which is -a- Greek word fignitying to 4- , 
20int :- From which. two- Names! 1t may be # g 
reaſonzbly eonjeur'di, that he 1s'the & # 
x0inted Saviour of the whole Race of Man- | 
kind; of che Hebrews, and Greeks, both Y q, 
of the Jew, and Gentile. To wl:ich may Þ 7, 
be added the Titles of the Meſſiah, the Su Þ oj 


And to bi; But more Partioularly , and with ſpecial b 
ay 0f- reference to his Offices. '-As 17.3 nw 
__ uſt. Tor bts Prieſtly Office 5 —_ 


fifalay, 


To bis 
Prieftly 
Ofiice. 


2bſtrad, Liike 1 . 69: and Luke 19.96 The || g 
Mediator of the New Covetlant, Hebe 12824 | ay 


The Redceimer of the World" Tit. 2+ b4«The Y ta; 
hope and expoRation of the Gentiles, Mat. 12: Y ley 


21. The Deſire , and Delight of all Nations, ® 1 
Iſa. 2, ?, And propetly: ſpeaking he Is all } for 
and every" one of thefes. \And in the ſame} Ty 
reſpe&t &rholin a: Figurarive. Scene.) He's 7 the 
intituled' rþ2-Bridegroom ,' Mar-g.15, The: |} 
Head ower "all things to bis Church, ay; 
Eph. 1. 25;'29,' Thy FoorMation of a Build: |, al} 


Ka 


ing, 1 Cor.” Yo. 4, ALioxy Rev. 5. 5- Bread riy" 
from Heaven, John 6, 486-5O, The Sun of - the 
Righteouſneſt, Mal. 4.2. £1g94 it ſelf, Joh, him 
I. 4,8, g. The Morning +: Star, Num, 24) pret 
17. A.Vine, John 15. 1. The Tree of Life, 


6 


our High Prieft, Heb. 3.1, The Pricſe, Hob. hy 
7: 3, 11, 0blation, or Sacrifice, Heb. ww | 
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The Lamb of God, Jobs Io 29, 36. The Paſ- 
chal Lamb, Exod- 13. 13. Comp. Revs 13+ 


f 8. The Paſſover it ſelf, 1 Cor. 5. 7. 


24ly, As to his Propherical Cffice , he is 


bg] 2 | To bis Pre 
» (41d tO be our Paſtor 9 ani great Shepherd : 


? phetical 


h 7 John 10. 14, 16, Rabli, 2 ſtir, Mark. '10. Offices. 


” 17. John1. 28. Apoſtle, Heb.3. 1. Mm ſter 
p: of the (: ircumciſtog, Rom- 1 of 9. YC. 


2diy. As to his Kizgly Office , he beats Kingly Off 


N { the Titles of King, Luke 23. 2, 3- Prince, fice. 
+ |} Ads 5. 3t. King of Peace, Heb. 7, 2. Cap- 
| faimof our Salvation, Heb. 2. 10, 1he Rn- 


| j ler of all things, Micah. 5+ 2. Pail. 2. 10, 
* 1t« and Judge of all men, Adts 10, 42, And 


{: ſometimes his Titles are deriv'd from che 7 4- 


3 | | riv'd from 
Types; as the Second and Laſt Adam, trom bis Types. 


$” the Firſt, 1 Cor. 15. 22,45, 


; Prem g pays C 
,1: ans, ( by which we are diftinguiſht from ; 


+ prehended. 


Laſtly , That General Name of Chr:ft;- - Nam 
| : beace we 
+ all other Aeligiors in the World) is de- are calld 
© rivd from his Name Chrift : In which all ©"ibia% 
- the Nemes and Appellations attributed ro ren 
& him in holy Scripture, are eminently com _— 


_——_— 


— 


IL. 


CHA P. 


Of our $ a4UIOHY S Gab bead, 


Of Cbrifſt®s 
Dt vine Nae 
ture, ; : 
Titles of Chriſt , for the prevention of all 


 facure Miſtakes which might occur con- 
cerning 'em, We ſhall proceed to dil- 


tively evinc'd from Scripture 5 the Truth | 

. whereof will evidently appear in thele fol- Þ 

Jowing Particulars, As : 

1/t. He is dignified with the ſame Titler, þ 
and Appellations equal with God the Fa- 

ther , ( which I've hinted before ) and is | 

often ſtil'd in Scripture, The greet God , The þ 
true God, The Lord Jehovah, The Son of 
God, and the only begotten Son of God, 
From whence we muſt neceſlarily infer; 
That our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the tre God 
as the Father is, and hath the ſame Nature, 

Eſſence, Wall, and Power with him- 

. 2dly. The ſame Attributes, and Proper: 
ties of God are frequently alcrib'd co _ 
(0/1 


Arguments 
for it, 
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Aving treated thus diſti:tly of che 
Quid Nomins , of the Names and | 


courſe in the next Place of our Saviour's | 
Divine Nature ; which ( being an Article | 
of our Chriſtian Faith ) is molt demonltra- | 


of the Chriſtian Religion, &c. QT 
For he is the KagHroyrorns, and doth clear- Luk 6.8. 


ly diſcern all the Thoughts and Imaginaci- 
ons of Men, He was trom Etcrnity with- Heb, 13.8. 


| out beginning, and ſhall. continue to Ecer- 
| nity withour end. By the Immenſicy of —— 


J his Power, and Preſence, He is Omnipo- 


| Juſtification, and the Remiſſion of Sins are 


| John the Baptiſt's Diſciples. Go ( faith 
| he) and ſhew Fohn again thoſe things which 


| tent, and Omnipreſent. Allche Works of jy, 1, 4. 
| the Deity ; as the Forks of Creation, Col.r. 16. 


Providence , Sanctification , Illumination, ng 
attributed to Him. All the Creatures 
even the moſt boiſterous and unruly , che 
moſt malignant and Rebellious, contrary 


| to their Natures, and againſt their Wills 

| did obey hi5 Commands. All the Adracles 

| done by Him , were real Demonſtrations 

| of his Divirirg, and to them he appeals to 

| evict the realiry of His Godhead. Believe tob-14.11; 
| zve ( ſaith be) that Tamin the Father, and 

| the Father in me, or elſe believe me for the 


very Works ſake, And in his Anſwer to 


Mar.1 To 3z 


42 53 ob ; 
ge do hear, and ſee, the blind receive their 


fight , and the Lame walk, the Lepers are 
cleanſed, end the Deaf hear, the Dead are 
raiſed up, &c, The only Argument which 
be made uſe of at that Time to convince © 
em, Thar he was the true 4eſſrah and Sa- 


| vionr of the World. 


3dly, Divine Worſhip and Honour are 
. ay 
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Joh, 3-26: Every where given unto him: For in bim: 
As 7- 55» we Believe ; to him we Pray z in his Name 
wh, 28, WE are Bapiizdz and God has given him a 
18. Name above every Name ; that at the Name 


, my *9* of feſuws every knee ſhould bow, of things in || 
s Heayen , and things in Earth, and things | 


wader the Earth. 
4thly, We have the undeniable Teſti 
| mony of 6od himſelf, and the concurrent 
Muth. 3. Suffrage both of Good and Bad Angels to 
37-4 1* confirm us in the belict of this important 
Mark s. 7. and faving Truth. I» him ( faith the 
eouel- Apoſtle) dwelleth the ſulneſs of the God- 


us; Teri- head bodily ; that is, really and ſubſtantial» ; 


FIy v01d- ly, See co this Purpoſe. Col. 2-9, 1 Tim. 


TorE Xt 3.15. Heb. 1-3, 8. 1 John 5,20, Hence : 


wxos, 


Gecuman, (1s fully Evident from the undoubted Te- | 
4d Locum, ſtimony of holy Scripture 5 that Chriſt x F 
God truly and properly ſo call'd 3 even | 
one and the fame God, co-effential, co- | 
equal , and co-erernal with the Fa- | 


ther. 


Influence this ſaving Do@rine ſhould have 


npon the Lives and Practices of Men. And | 

1/?. We may learn from the Confidera- | 
tion of our Squiovr's God-bead , and the | 
4 gy Ex- | 


Thus the Dodtrine of our Saviour's Di- | 
vizity , Equality , and Conſubſtantiality | 
with the Father being ſufficiently evi» | 
eds and confirm'd : We ſhall now feri- | 
ouſly apply this Points by confidering what. 


of be Chitin Religivn,; Wc.” 


Honour, Reſpe& and-Reverchce is due to 


23 


Excellency of his- Divine Nature, what #7 14- 


fiaence this 
Dgrine 


him. ' Even the ſame Homape is'to be gi- ſhould bave 


ven, and'the ſame Adorit#on to be paid 
joyntly and equally to the Father, 'and the 
Sou: For all men ſhould honor the Son, 
even as they honor the Father: And who- 
ſeever denieth the'Son, the ſame hath not the 
Father. Again, "the eternal So of : God 
is not only preter'd*jn: Scripture ; ro 4vbra- 
ham, Moſes, David, &c. buit ro the ho- 
ly Angels theniſelves, being much better, 
and having a more excellent Name then they, 
and therefore he ſaith, let all the Angels of God 
worſhip him, Theſe Conſidcrations lay a 
ſure Foundacipn for our Dury z do juſtific 


our Practice in worſhipping our Lord 5 and 


may excecdingly animate and encourage us 
to be faithſyl, end zealous , devout, and 
conſtant, 1n all-the Inſtances of Ptery and 
Religion : For | we've full Aſſurance trom 
the Premifſes, that our $/effed Redeemer 
knowcth all our Neceſſities ; and he neither 
wants YV1il, nor Power, to fave, ſupply, 
and bleſs us to the urcermolt,- if we Believe 
in, Worſhip and Obey hi#p. 

24ly. Hence we may be encouraz'd to 
have Recourſe unro Chriſt, and be comfor- 


; ted in all the Straits and Difficulties of this 
Life ; and hereon we may ground our. fted- 


laſt Hope, that God for his ſake will ſupply 
FE a 


#p0n Prae 
caxe 


loh. 5, 23; 
I loh.tza3. 


Heb, I, 43 
$, Ge 


all our Wants, with the Abundance ofhis 
Joh. 3. 16. Grace and Favour - For he that gave us | dr 
his oply begorten Son , will not be unwil- 
ling to beſtow whatever to his Wiſdom | ab 
ſhall appear needfu],- and convenient for | dit 
us. Seing ther we have a great High Prieſt | by 
that is paſſed into the Heavens , Jeſws the | - on 
Son of Ged , let us hold faſt our Profeſſron, | ex 
and come bolaly to the Throne of Grace, that | fot 
we ay obtain Mercy, and find Graceto help Þ el 
in time of need, | | du 
3dly, Let us always bearin Mind thoſe Þ tai 
important Obligations the great Majeſty of Þ VV 
Heaven and Earth has laid upon us, in ſen- ® Rc 
ding his vwn Son into the World to medi- ® on 
ate a Pcace for us, that we who were Ene- | ces 
Col 1-21. ies by wicked works ſhould be reconcild | Ml 
urto Him. How (hould this corſiderati- | Po: 
on affe& our hears with a paſſionate Senſe | wh 
of his Goodneſs > How ſhould we Love | fie: 
him who has been ſo excecding gracious Þ® Je: 
and meeciful tous > What thankful Ac- | cot 
knowledgements with our Aoxuths ; and ® Lil 
whar a dutitul Obſervance in all our 49i- | Jul 
ons do ſuch wonderful Expreſhons of Maje- & me 
fly, and Mercy - deſerye and require from | the 
uvs> And Jaſily, Let our Fajcth , and Þ anc 
Hope, Cc, in the eternal Son of God, || late 
be founded in Humility, ( of all which Þ #yc 
more fully in the following Chapters ) with | De 
8 Suirabic Bchayiour and awful _— | to; 


Heb. 4 o1 4, 
16, 
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Mind moſt becoming his gracious , yet 
dreadſul Preſence. And cherefore m—_ 

4thly. Welhould be extremely careful 
above all chings, leſt we wiltully deſpiſe or 
diſhonour that hizh, and holy Name wherc- 
by. we are call'd. God's Hononr 41 Chriſt 


| - our anointed Saviour, 1s a Prerogative He's 


excecding jealous of 5 and therefore who- 


ſoever ſhall arrogate that Glory to them- 
{ ſelves, or ſubſtract that Obedience which 1s 
| que to the Eternal Son of God, ſhall cer- 


rainly feel the Power of his God-head. 
Weve a great many ſad Inſtances upon 


{ Record of God's Juſtice and Vengeance, 
| on purpoſe to deter us from the like Offen- 
| ces, How conſpicunus are the tragical 
| Memoirs of the fallen Angels; of Herod, 
| Pontins Pilate, Judgs, and many others; 
| whowould bave ſer themſelves in God's 
& ſtead ® Whar ſhall I rell you of the whole 
{ Jewiſh Nation, that derided , betray'd, 
# condemn'd , and Crucjfied the Lord of 
Life. Not one of all theſe could flie from 
| Juſtice ; bur ſuffer'd the ſevereſt Puniſh- 
{ ments ( in proporcion to their Crimes ) for 
| their wretched Prophaneneſs, Cruelcy, 

and Irreligion- VVhat might 1 add of the 


later Hereticks, as Arrins, Neſtorins, Eu= 


| tyches, Servetusy &c. Whole Lives, and 


Deaths are, and ſhall be for ever infamous 
to all Poſterity, 
Ex Seng 


Toh; 2, Ep, 
6, R 


Scing therefore that God' will be wor« 
ſripped in Spirit and in Truth, and that he 
will by no means endure tnat his Glory 
ſhould be given ro another : And ſeing we 
have ſuch a Cloud of Witneſſes before us, 
who have ſuffered by the Conrempr , and 
Negle of his Worſhip; it ſtands us in 
hand to be very prudent and circumſpe& 
1n our Demcanor and Deporement towards 
him 5 leſt we wilfully blafpheme his 
Name ; dcrogate from his Glory ; abuſe 
and trample upon his Word , and Szcra- 
ments z dcſ{piſe his Servants 3 negle& our 
Puries ; tranſgreſs his juſt and reaſonable 
Commands $ or continue in any one un- 
lawful A of Sin or Diſobedience unre- 
pented of, unreform d. 


'Tis our Saviour's | 
OwNn Rule, and confirm d by every day's 7 
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Experience, He that loveth God will keep his © 
Commandments: And what heinous Ingra- © 
titude (as well as Diſobedience ) muſt we * 
Chriſtians be guilty of, it we make nor our | 


Lives the Tranſcript of his Divine and Ex- 
cellent Docrine 3 and with the higheſt Ex- © 
preflions of Love, Joy, and Thankfnlineſs Z 
recognize his inconceivable Goodneſs and } 
Mercy to the Children of Men. Bur if on 
the contrary, we ſhould Tender him evil 3 


for good, and hatred for goodwill ; this | 
Abuſe and Contempt of his Grace and 


Clemency, ſhall not be able to eſcape - l 
X jul | 


I 


5 
x, 
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juſt Reſentments of his Wrath and Venge= 


ance, And. judge what a miſcrable Con-- 


dition thoſe poor Wretches will be in, 
who not only trample uhder* foor the Son 
of God 5 but have ſo diſregarded the S4r- 
Fions of bis Laws, and the Charitable 
Tenders of his Grace and Goodneſs, that 
Salvation it ſelf cannot ſave them, 


Thus much coneerning our Saviout's 


God-head.l have been the Jonger about ir,be- 
cauſe the Devil has been more ſedulous in 
his Endeavours to corrupt and undermine 
this , than any other Article of our Chriſti- 
an Faiths Which every Man will readi- 
ly grant , that has the leaſt Acquaintance 
with Eccleſiaſtical Hiffory , and Decrees 
of Gouncils. Vheretore no Perſon of any 
Candor , or Chriſtiamty, can think my 
Time,or Pains miſ-imploy'd, and miſ-ſpent; 
in explaining, and confirming this Article of 
owr Faith, wherein the Excellency and 
Dignitie of the Perſon of the Son of God, 
and our own preſent , and eternal Wels 
fares, are ſo Emimently concern'd. 


L 


A 
* 


”7 
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CHAP OL 
v 
. » = UV 
Of our Sawiour's Manhoed. E o 
7 
The Hu- His 1s another Fundamental Article of ® » 
my o our holy and excellent Religion. | tl 
chrif con. And we Chriitians do believe, and confeſs, *® + 
fderd, that the Eternal Son of God became trne ® p 
and real Man for our ſakes, That he aſ- #® »u 


ſutn'd the Humane Nature into the realityof ® th 
his Perſor,, .tho* in a manner moſt incom- 7 tr 
prehenfble : And yet he was fully inveſled | as 
with it, (and preciſely ar the time appoin- | 


ecd of the Father , and predicted by the oy 
Prophets ) was really conceiv'd in the 7 
Womb, and born of the Virgin Mary, He | 
was made, that he might be a perfes Mar, pl 
{ not begotten ) of the Seed and Subſtance fo 
of the VWoman, as all other Men arc s dif- Sf 
fering from Vs only in the Airaculons Corn- th 
ception by the Power of the Holy Ghoſt : he 


And 'twas neceſſary that it ſhould be ſo, Þ# in 
that he might be free from all fin Hing- {a 
ſelf, cſpecially fince He came to ſuffer for F TI! 
Ours. For indeed all other Men being 3 al 
conceiv'd by natural Generation , muſt KB Tt 
needs be tainted with the Guilt, and mw ” 

O 


That is | 


of the Chriſtian Religion, &c! 
of Adam's firſt Sin z which has been #hus 
tranſmirted ro, and propagated by his mife- 
rable Poſtertty. OOO. hen, 

Buc tho' Chriſt the Ecernal Son of God 
was concetv'd by the Holy Ghoſt, yer he 
was made of the Fleſh of the Virgin 


of Abraham , the ſeed of David, Beſides, 
this was abſolutely neceflary , ro qualifie 
him for, nor could he've been otherwiſe ca- 
pable of that Mediatorſhip , whereby he 
was to procure, and eſtabliſh a Peace be- 


tween God and Man, Thus be took our Na- 


ture, and therefore no Starry Subſtance, 
as the Marcionites, Cerdonians, and Mani- 
chean Hereticks vainly dream'd ; nor yera 
Spiritual, or Elementary Body, as Yalenti- . 
z#us , and others conjeur'd. And tho”. 
thoſe ſevcra] Hereſies were cenſur'd, and ex« 
ploded by the Decrecs of Conncils inthe 
four firſt Centuries 3 yet there's ſtill a 
Spawn of thoſe Errours amongſt us': And 
thcrefore for the ConviRtion of thoſe. that 
have eſpous d them 3 and to confirm others 


in the Gedfaſt Belicf of this important -and 


ſaving Truth; I ſhall make -ir fully evident; 
That our Lord Jeſus Chriſt did nor only 
aſſume our Fleſp , bur our whole Nature. 


1f. A 


Fad 


otherwiſe he could nor have been ( what 3 Gee. 236 


really was ) The ſeed of the Woman, the ſeed Mat, 1,24 


30 of the Chriſtian Religion, | &c. 
Argue. 3ſt. A true Humane Body, and a rati- 
-"_ for onal. Hamane Soul. 

; 2dly. He ſuſcepred in that real Body, 
and afanchts Soul, all the Properties, and 
Infirmities of both. | 

Chriſt of. Firfi -he took oxr whole Nature 3 VIZ, 

ſud (1) 'A real Humane body, figurd, and cir- 
redtis  cumferib'd as qurs3 which bad all the 
Parts, and Members of a crue Body 3 com- 
pounded, of Fleſh and Blood ; was vilible, 
and rangible 3 did car, def, {leep, en- 
creaſg.in ſtrength, and ftature ; {cnſible of 
pain, and want 3 and was at laſt fubjc& ro 
2 conſpicuous Death for the.conviction of 
the. obſinate and unbelicving World. The 
Holy.Scriprure hasconfirm'3,: and fortified 
this, Trath with variety of Arguments ; 
for. Chiiſt i is ſaid to be of the Seed of Abra- 
_ = ham , the Seed of Iſaac , the Seed of Jacob, 
"and particularly of the. Seed of David ; For 
Chriſt  ( ſaich, che Apottle expreſly ) de- 
DR from David, and the Fabhets accor- 
ding to the Fleſh. And again, when the 
Gal. 4. 4+ junef of time was come, God fent forth his 
wade of a woman , &c. and in the 


pg J- lem of ſoafal fleſh , that be might con- 3 


dema Shin the fleſh 5 by which means he 


became- the Head of his Body the Eharch. 3 


Foraſamch then as we are partakers of Fleſþ 


Mb, 2.9, 
__ 4 the ſame, that he might taſt Death ( which 


and Blond, He alſo likewiſe himſelf took pars | 


he 


br 
T 
By 
pr 
gy 
rc 
OL 
& 


ts 


4; 


”. ful and faithful High-Prieſt in things per- 
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he. could. not otherwiſe haye done ) for ave 
ry Mar3 and. — 08 on' hin _— 
the Narre. of, Angels, #be ſted of Abra-. 11.4; ..16 
hem. Thas it: behov.4. hawe #8 be mgde. like TI - 
unto his Brethren, that be might te a merci- 


3x 


quity niizht be: added,. to: confirm us inthe 


- taining to God, that be 1#ight make: Recan- 
” dcliation for the Sins of the People.” | And 
- ©} vponSt. Thowes the Apoſtle's Doubting/ of 
© therecality of his Huzzave Natures our blef- 
E ſecd Saviour to-convince him of his Exrour3 
* and co coofirmthe reſt of the Apoſtles; and 
Z Cinthem) all ſucceeding. Ghriftians:an the 
belief of this neceſlary: oant of Faith, . He 1, 247 
” faidnntothew., handle we, .i aud ſee, fora.z9. © 
 gpirit hath not. Fleſh,and: Bones, as ye fee me. 
3 | have. Now what can. be! more . evident 
| (fince the Scripture is every where full ro ©," 
> | this purpoſe) then chis , char che- Soniof —» 
r |} God aflum'd the true Nature of Man and 
- =} the very bribFance of his Mother, | and/that 
- | hewasnor only made in-her , but bornof 
e | her. To-whnch the Teftimony of all Anti- 


Belief of it, Bur Theodaret, and Gelaſms 


- = preſentuswitha ColleRionat excellent, Ar> 
| guments:(ourtof che Councils and Fathers) 
co this purpoſe, whither1 refer the Judici- 
ous Reader, if he require further facisfa= 
&Hion in this Point, * 1:3 


Second by , . The Humane: and real Body 
Jul O 


4 
p4 
Q 


Ed 
And 4 
yational 
Hamane 
Soul, 


Heb. 2*17. 


ta! Soul, 


of Chriſt was inform'd, actuated, and enli+ 
ven'd; with a perfe@, rational, and immor- 


Organs, Dimenſions , and Properties of 
the one ; So He afſum d all the Powers, Fa+: 
cultes , and: FunRions of the other ; as 


Underſtanding, Will, Memory, AtieQi-, 


ons, Paſfions, &c- Which I conld eaſily 
make outs ( if t were neceſlary ).by an In- 
duRtion of Particulars. For he was made: 
like us:in all things, Sin only excepted ; and 
therefore could not be dcficient in the 
molt minute , and much leſs in the prima- 
ry: and - moſt conſtituent Part of his Mar- 


hood - and beſides he that was to be Me- 


Mar; 26: 


diator betwcen God and us, mult needs 
be a perfet Man: Of which hereafter. 
Again , He complain'd a little before his 
Paſſions ſaying » . dy ſonl 3s very ſorrow- 


ful and heavy even nnto Death. And in his 


laſt Agony he ſaid, Father into thy hands I 
commend my Spirit. This Truth is every 
where ſo evident in che Hiſtory of our $a-. 
viour's Incarnation , that I need noc mul-, 
tiply Inſtances ro proveir, Bur yer for all. 
this, tho Chriſt was really inveſted wich- 


 all:the Members, and Facalries,. and all the. 


Eſſentials of the Soxl, and -Body i of a Per- 


fe Mar. . Yet L >; ng 
24ly, In this true and real. Body, in this, 


reaſonable and immortal Son!, , he —_— 
4 RI 


And as He had all the Members, 
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t4 
Fe 


$9) 
of 


n_ g=_ Wy 
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took upon him a// the Properties, and 1: fir- 
mities of both , Sin only excepted. His 


Firth, manner of Life, Death, Burial, Re. 
ſurreFion, and Aſcention are full and per- 
fe Demonſtrations of the reality of bis 
Manhood, Bur with reference io gur 1nfir- 


33 


He ff um*d4 
all the ſen- 
lifs Infre 
mities of 


boths 


mities, he was fubje& ro Cold and Hear, 


Hunger” and Thirſt 3 Sweating ana Blced- 
ing g Wearincls and Weakneſs ; Pain 


| and Sorrowz Heavineſs and Fear ; Paſii- 


on and finleſs Anger ; yea Torment and 
Death it ſelf, All which Arguments arc 
ſo cogent ard convictive, that neither the 
Hereticks of Old » nor the Socinians and 
Libertines of our Agc, cver were, nor evcr 
ſhall be able ro elnde the Power and Encr- 
gy of them, Let us now endeavour to 
make ſome praFical Improvement of the 


| Point under Confderation. And 


(1) In the 1:-carnation of our Lord, we 


| have an admirable Inſtance of God's ten- 
| dereſt Lowe and Compaſſion to poor linfu] 
| Man: For what kindneſs could parallc] 


thisz that che Father ſhould ſend , and the 
yon condeſcend to come from his Boſom 
and Bliſs, upon that great Ambaſhe of ma- 
king our Peace, even then, when by our 
lin and Diſobedience we had violated his 
juſt Laws3 broken the Cover ant between 
God and us , and put our ſelyes into a ſtate 
ot Hoſtility ang Rebellion againſt him # 

D Bur 
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mane Reaſon is able to comprehend. 


Bat beſidcs all this, tis an evideat matter 
of Fat, (as will fully appear afterwards) 
that Chriſt the Son of God , and Heir of 
eternal Majeſty , did not only deſcend from 
thoſe Regions of Bliſs, and afſum'd our 
whole Nature with all its Properties and 
Trfirmities : But he alſo underwent the 
Burden and Smart of all our fins, and for- 
rOWS 5 
Life, he ſubmitted co all the Tortures, and 
Indignitics of a painful and ignominious 
Deach for our fakes, And theſe were all 
ſuch Tokens and Evidences of Love and 
Bounty, as both the Hierarchy of Angels, 


and the whole Race of Mankind ſtood | ; 
And that the Son of God | 


amazd at : A 
ſhould lay down his deareſt Life for his moſ 


daring and bitter Enemies, ( even for the | 
Salvation of thoſe who were the immed: | 


ate Inſtruments in his Condemnation, and 
Crucifixion ) is ſuch a Myftery as no Hu- 
0 
the incffable and infinice Love and Mercy 


of God in Chriſt ! How ſhould this confide 
ration affe& our Souls with Lowe, Joy , and 
Wonder | Has he given us his Son whilſt weR 
were Encmics unto him How much more 
will he bleſs us with the Abundance of 


Grace and Glory, (if we live as the te 


deemed of the Lord ) being thus reconcil ac 


Indeed this 'Lowe was beyond all poſltbility 
i 
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e& || of Parallel ; andif we ſ{criouſly conſider our 
S) | Incereſts and Obligarions , 'we can do no 
of | jeſs chan devote'our Souls and Bodics en- 
m | tircly to his Servicethro' the whole courfe 
ur | of our Lives, Wefſhbould hate all things in 
nd | reſpect of him 5 that is, ſo far es they ttand 
he | in Oppoſition co him, or pretend an <qual 
Yr | (hare of Aﬀc@ion with him, Let us-rhen 
Nt | follow the Lamb whicherſoever he goess 
nd | jn- doing and ſuffering for him , and his: -- - 
us | And iitany that bears che Name of Chrifti- 
all Þ an ſhould be ſo ungrarefu] as nor to /ove the ; cor, 16; 
nd | Lord Feſas Chriſt with the greateſt intenſes 2:- 
Is, | neſs of Gratitude and AﬀeRtion, Les him be 
od || Anathemas Maranatha, \ ' + 
oa (2) Wecan no leſs admire, and ſhould 
oh | be as careful to #»:#tate his ſingular and un- 
ne Þ parallel'd Humility s who came down from 
di | the higheſt Pinacle of heavenly Grandeur, 
and Y and vertical point of 'Soveraignty , to 'be- 
Ju- Þ come incarnate in the obſcure VWVomb of a 
OF poor Vergin- And cherefore well mighc 
rc) Bthe Evangeliſt prefix an Ecce tothe Myſte- 
de ry, behold a Virgin ſhall conceive: This 
and was a Miracle indecd ; Faith muft affift - 
We Reaſon in it. 5% $aiyer, *7is a faithſul ; Tim, x. 
1010 Saying, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the 15: 
e OB8World to ſave Sinners, Now that the An- 2vanto 
cient of Days ſhould abaſe himſelf to be- $1.75 5” 
come a little Child 5 and the Word and mibi Chae 
i[dom of the Father not be able ro utter 7797+ Bern: 


Ser. r. de 
D 2 a word xioh. 
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a word , was ſuch a wonderful Inſtance of 
Humility as can never be ſufficiently ad- 


| mir'd. How then ſhould we Chriſtians 


.- .Patterz, who: was the great Exemplar il 


r Per, 2-21 


Rudy and endeavour to be like Him * As 
in all other Inſtances of P;ery and Vertue, 
to particularly in this ;z and Fmelure there 


can be no Inducement cithcr Internal, of 
External, to. perſwade us to be ,. or doþ 
And indeed tis tae greateſt 
Phit. 2- 5, Honor we can dohim, to endeavonr to hay | 
6, 7» 84 9« the ſame mind inns which was in ChriſtJeſu, | 


otherwilc, 


and by all means poſſible to tranſcribe - hi 


. Meekneſs, and lowlineſs of heart, 


Thus, #f we walk, ( aswe arc oblig'd) if 
his Steps; -and paticntly. bear ( as he did|ſ 
with Meekneſs and Humility, thoſe Injuricf 
and Aﬀronts, which are uſually the Portif 
on and Patrimony of the beli Chriſtians il 


this School of Afﬀicion : If we accom 


and eſteem Honors , Riches , Pleaſure | 


Wit, Beauty, Strength, and all the othi 
emicing Allyrements of this VVorld (4 
they are indeed in themſelves) Loſs, an 


Pail. s. 8. Dung, Emptineſs and Vanity compar'd will 


the Exellencies of Chriſt Jeſus our Lordſ 


and do humbly acknowledge that God! 
Griſt is the Proprietor, and Diſpenſer « 
'em.- Tt we be carctul ro manage the 
S«b4dia prudently and diſcreetly, to Gol 
Glory , and che mutual Comfort and by 

ne 
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nefit of our ſelves and others ; if we chear- 
fully ſab-2it ro God's uncrring Will and 
Wiſdom, in diſpoſing of us and our Con- 
cernments ; and pariencly bear every croſs 
Accident which may happen to us, and 
Ours ; npon theſe Conditions (I ſay ) we 
ſhall in ſome proportion reſemble our bleſ- 


| ſed Saviour's innocent Life , in Grace and 
| Goodneſs here , a temper of mind and Spi- 
| ritmoſt acceptable tro him z and we need 
| not doubr , but upon thefe hearty Com 


plian-es he will accepr of us and reward 
us, when he comes again in his glorious 


| Majeſty hereafecr. 


(3 ) We muk yield our unfeizned A4f- 


{ ſent to, and ſtedfadtly Believe this great 
= Myſtery of our Saviour's Mxhood ;, that , 
'® he was conceiv d without Sin inthe Womb, 
| and born of 2 pure and immaculate Virgin 
| by the Opcration and Influence of the Holy 


Spiritz that he voluntarily atlum'd our Na- 
ture, and has ( by the Merits of his Actives 
and Paſſive Obedience ) fully facisfied God's 
Infinite Juſtice for all our fins 5 which ( as I 
hinted before )_ cou'd not be aton'd for by 
any other Means , thenby Suffering the ſe- 
vereſt Relcntments of God's juſt Wrarh 


and Vengeance in thar Nature which had 
finned againit him. Burbecauſe the Guilty 
.and Punithmenc of our Sins were a Bur- 


den tooinſupportable for Fleſh and Blood ; 
Th D 3 theres 
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thercfore we mult alſo believe, that our 
frail Humanity was ſupported by his Omni: 
potent Divinity 3 of which more fully in the 
next Chaptcr. 

Let vs therefore ſcrioufly apply this 
Poinc, by the exercile of a true and lively 
Faith : That as Chriſt was conceiv'd by 
the Operation of the Holy Spirit in the 
WWombot a Virgin , and became Man for 
Its 3 So we may conceive him Spiritually 
by a true and faving Faith; and bring forth 
the Fruits 'of Evangelical Obedience, ina 
holy, vertuous , and innocent Converſa- 
tion, 

4. We ſhould be always mindful to offer 
up upon the Altars of our Souls, that 


reaſonable Sacrifice and Service of Praiſe 


and Thankegiving for the Incarnation of our 


Lord, Could ever Tidings be more wel} 
come, Or any Report fo gratctul to mortal 


Ears as this was > All the Inhabitants of 
Heaven were raviſht with joy » breaking 


forth into Hymns of Praiſe and Congratu-| 


larion for the Redemption of Mankind 3 
and how ſhould we Chriſtians moſt eſpeci- 
ally ( who inherit all che bleſſed Priviledges 
of the Goſpel ) bear a part in that Heaven- 
ly Chorus > praiſing the Lord inceſſantly 


for his Goodneſr,and declaring the Wonders 
which he hath doxe for the Children of Men. 


Fo ſhut up this Point, I've been che 


more| 
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more expreſs inthe handling of'ic » nor only 
becaule 'ris the great Foundation on which 
our Chriſtian Religion is built z bur be- 
cauſe our reſtleſs Adverſary the Devil, and 
his wicked Agents and: Emiſlaries have ( in 
all Ages) us'd their urioſt endeavours. to 
corrupt and undermine ic- And cho? this 
DoFrine be an impregnable Fortreſs and 
Bulwark , ( under which we may ſecurely 
defend our ſelves, and againſt which all 
the Powers of Hell ſhall never be able to 
pzevail)yetwe are not igorant of Satar'*s de- 
vices, nor of his maliciqus Stratagems and 
miſchievous Deſigns againſt #s, and our 
Religion. And how active, and ſucceſsful 
he has been hitherto in his Temprations 


| and Allurements is moſt notoriouſly evi- 


dent, For this great & implacable Adyerſq- 


{ ry has endeavour'd ( by all means poſſible ) 
to extinguiſh the Knowledge of Chriſt the 


Meſſiah of the World, both befere, end ſmce 
his coming in the Fleſh. And 
( 1 ) Before his coming into the World, ww ref. 
he us'd all imaginable Means to extirpate es theDe- 
the whole Jewiſh Nation , whence cwas — 
CV | | erto, in 
propheſied the 4eſſzab ſhou}d deſcend. He bjs £udea- 
ſtudied to ridicule, and enervate all the —_ 
Propheſies, and Promiſes of Holy Scripture deſtray thit 
concerning hizz, He made it his buſineſs pottrizes 
tO poſſeſs the World with groſs Conceits 
and Apprehenſions of Chriſt's Kingdom at 
his 
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his Coming> And his Suggeſtions were fy 
prevalent and ſucceſsful 3 that twas _ 
rally expeccd that che 4eſſzah ſhould ap- 
pear in great State and Grandenr z that he 
would betiow Crowns and Sceptersz and 
the grea: eſt Immunities and Priviledges 
upon his Subjects - Which conceit doubr- 
Icſs, ( onr Sevzoxr appearing in ſo mean 
and deſpicable a Condition ) was not the 
lcaſt cauſe of the Jewiſh Infidelity , and 
did in a great meaſure obſtruct their cmbras 
cing of the Goſpel. It ſfecms the very 
Apoſtles of Chriſt were tainted with this 
Prejudice , by thcir being ſo inquiſitive 
abour the Reſtitution of the Kingdom again 
to Iſrael. They expcaed (doubtleſs ) to 
be Grandees in it, as may be gather'd 
from that requeſt of the Mother of the two 
Sons of Zetedee,for whom ſhe was 10 impor- 

Marth, 20 CUnate with our Saviorr, that one of them 

Pe might fit on his right hand, and the other 
ou his left in his temporal Kingdom , for fo 
the V\ ords muſt be underſtood. Thus far 
had Satan's Stratagems prevail'd to preju- 
dice Mankind againſt the eſſzah of the 
World, Before his coming. 

(2) When he was come, from the 
Cradle to the Croſs, hx whole Life was 
an entire Scrics of Sorrows and Pcerſecutt- 
ons. How did the Devil inflame the $cr:bes 
and Phariſees with a fiery and fimpetuous 

p- zeal 
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zeal and eagerneſs , not only to detend and 


maintain all the Laws and' Conſtitutions, 
Kites and Ceremonies which they receiv'd 
from 4oſes » with their own crroneous 
Comments and hererodox Optntons. con- 
cerning *«m 5 Bur to oppoſe and ſtifle 
(with all imaginable Vigour , and Policy ) 
our excellent Religion, ( as it were in the 
very Embryo) crc it had got any conſide- 
rable footing in the World, And tho' 
this was beyond the reach of their Power 
and Malice ( God having decreed to cſta- 
bliſh it by his own O-2m7porent Arm; ) yet 
he perſecuted its excellent and Innocent 
Author to Death, by the ſevcreſt Merhods 
of Cruclty And Injuſtice. And tho' the 
Devil recceiv'd then a deadly blow, yet he 
has not becn wanting ( to his power ) ever 
fince to perſecute and enfnare bis Meme 
bers ; and he is reſtleſs Kill in his endea- 
vours to prevail with them, to 22ake Ship- 
wrack of Faith, and a good Conſtience ; and 
makes uſe of all his Stratagems to make 
'{Mm turn Hereticks, if not Apoſtates. And 
that his ProjeFs have been too ſaccelſsful, 
will evidently appear it we conſider [the 
many Hereſies which have been broacht in 
the Church, concerving.the Natures, Per- 


ſon , and Offices , of our” bleſſed Saviour, 


Whei 1 ſhould be ſorry to conjure up, 
and rherefore I hope my Keader will ex- 
cule 


AT 
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cuſe me , if. I rather delire to have *em 
buried in the darkeſt Shades of Oblivion. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Of the Union of the Divine, and | 


Humane Natures inthe Perſon 
of Chrift. 


E ſhall not be too curious 1n 1nqui- 


ftery 1s a Sacred Relerve for the contemp- 


lation of the haly Amgels and Saints glori- | 
ficd3 and it would ceaſe to be admirable | 
if we could comprehend or expreſs ir. But | 
we Chriſtians may conceive (tho' not by the | 
energy of Reaſon, yet) by the eye of Faith, | 
that the Mefſiih of the World is $4«»0gon@;, | 
the Man-hood is taken into the God-head, | 
and by the fingalar virtue and operation |} | 


of the Holy Ghoſt, ( without the interven- 


tion of an Earthly Father ) the bleſſed Virgin | 


became impregnated and did powering, : 
LE | And | 


LIMI 


ring into the anner of this Hy- | 
poſtatical Vuzon : For my deſign is rather Þ 
to edifie the ſaber and conſcientious, then | 
humour the captipus , or Sceptical Rea- | 
der, The perfc& Knowledge of this 143- | 


d 
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And this was the moſt ſurable way of accom- 
pluhipg that ſo neceſſary Conjungion of the 
Divine, and Humane Natures : That he 
mighr be perfectly SanAthed as Mar ; and 
thac the Nature which he aflum'd might be 
free from all ain and pollution. Thxs God 
and Man make one Perſon. 

Yet So , thar the two Natares are pre- 
ſcrv'd 65vyxvlss entire without Confuſtor , 
as the Conncils, and Fathers defin'd againſ 
Eutyches. And the Perſon of Chriſt eatery $i quis 
73s, without Diviſion againſt Neſtoring, 79 nite 
Bur they were united gan0o; xa: T5auss Fruly [rrundum 
and perfely, without Conſuſtor of Perſons, Srbſiſtenti= 
without Commixture of Natures ; and yet p,; pm 
they were united vrocelmes by a Perſonal Verbum 4s 
and real Vnion, Thus the eternal Son of — 
God took our Nature upon Him, which be- x). ates, 
ing ited to his Divine Nature , hath now Concil. 


the ſame Subſiſtence which he hath: ſo that Anathe } 


the 3 aiy@, the word aſſuming , and the 
Nature aſſumed make but one Perſon ; God 
and Man one Chriſt, T would not confound 
my Reader with Me#aphyſtcal and Scheol-No- 
tions concerning the Hypoſtatical Unjony 
tis like Gad himſelf better underſtood by 
its Properties, and Etfecs, than 1n its own 


. Nature, *Tis ſufficient that all our Creeds, 


and all Aztiquzty do confeſs it and unani- 
mouſly concur in this great Article of our 
Faiths Namely , that altho' Chriſt has 
rwo 
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two Natures, the Word, and the Fleſh ; yet 
do theſe two make but oxe Perſon 5 one Son 
of God, one Saviour of Men, We paſs 
from the Mrner of this Union, to contider 
in the next Place, 

( 1) The Neceſſztyof it. (2) The 3e- 
refits which we Chriſtians do receive by it. 
And (3) Ve ſhall make ſome Prafzical 
Improvement of the Point in hand , by way 
of Application, And 

rſt. 'Tis by vertue of the Vnion of theſe 
two Natures, that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
has reconcild us to God and works all 
things for us 1n the great Buſineſs of our 
Redemption, Ve have confider'd already 


what a deplorable Eftate and Condition | 
mankind was in, by the Diſobedience and | 
Fall of our firſt Parents; And no cxpedi- | 
ent could 've been more ſutable to unite | 


thoſe two diſtant (and otherwiſe irrecon- 


cilable ) Extremes, an offcnded God, to 
offending Man ; than the Interpoſition of a Þ 
Per ſor: conſiſting of both Natures , which ; 


were ſo much at variance For 


(1) By vertue of that Agreement be- Þ 
tween the Father and the Son, *cis implid | 
that the Saviour of the World ſhould be 


God : ſince no other expedicnt could me- 
diace a Peace , nor make a plenary ſatisfa- 


ion to God's Juſtice tor us. Beſides our Þ 
Tranſgrcfhons being commitred againſt an 
infinuce Þ 
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infinice God, and attended with the moſt 
hctrous aggravations of wickedneſs and vil- 
lany z the Avrgoy Or price paid for our 
Atonevient muti be ſutably great , other- 
wiſe God's Juſtice would be ſtill unſatisfi- 
ed, Bur the Bloxd of the whole Creation 
could not redeem one Soul from Death, 
Wherefore he muſt be God , that ſhould 
undergo this Wrath 5 and God that he 
mizhr overcome and - not fink under the 
puniſhment. | 

More particularly 3 if we conſider the 
Price which was to be paid for the Pur- 
chaſe of our Redemption ; the many and 
grcat Obſtacles which wcre to be remov'd ; 
the pocent and numberleſs Exemies which 
were to be conquer 'd and {ubdu'd, as Sa- 
than , Death, Hell, &c. the Juſtice of 
God ( as before ) which muſt be fully fa- 
tied for Man's Delinquency and Diſo- 
bedience ; the intolerable Burden of our 
Sins ; and the ſhatter'd Condition of our 
Nature , which was to be re&:fied and rc- 


ſtor'd to its primitive Innocence and Inte- 


Zrity3 If (I ſay) we conſider all theſe 
Particulars impartially : We nwſt neceſſa- 
rily infer, that twas not meer Man thar 
could atchieve our Recoxciliation 5 but *cis 
the immenſe 2/erit of the erernal Sor of 
Goa that muſt conciliate the difference and 
reconcile ſinful Man to an offended Juſtice. 
= Second- 


A6 


why Chriſt 


mult be 
Man, 
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tween God -and us : Otherwile the. Promiſe 
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Secondly, The Sawtonr of the World muſt 
be Marallo, to conſtitute him a Redeemer 
of Men. And this was abſoutcly zeceſ/ary 
upon ſeveral Accounts, 

(1) Becauſe he muſt be ſubject to the 
Law, and performall the Cond:trons which 
the Law requird at our Hands in making 
up all our DefeFs by his AFzve, and ſatis- 

Jing for all our 0bliquities by his Paſſive, 
and unfinning Obedience : Thar as 42 had 
deeply offended, ſo he ſhould highly pleaſe 
God and procure his Grace and Favour. 

The Apoftle 1s very exprets to this par= 
pole. As by the Diſobedience ( faith he ) 
of-onue Man , many were made Sinners : So 
by the Obedience of one many (ſhall be made 
Righteous ; thatis, they (hall be ablolv'd 
from Guile 5 reſcu'd from Puniſhment ; 
andbe reftor d ( by degrces) to the tull 
cnjoyment of their loſt Innocence and 
happineſs. Bnt the Deicy being impal- 

ſible, and Chriſt our Surcty having Cove- 
aanted to dothis lor us 35 'rwas ncceflary 
therefore thar he ſhould aſſume (Our Na- 
ture; that he might be made perſeF thro 


ſufferings , and taſt Death for every Man. 


(2) "Twas requiſite that the ſame Na- 
rurethould conquer the Derz!,, that was 
overcome by hims and ProPitiare for our 
Pardon, which had caus'd the Enmiry be- 


That 


i YG wm) TCD 


of the Chriſtian Religion, &c. 


That the ſeed of the Woman ſhould bruiſe the Gen, 3.15 


Serpent's head had been. covenanted to no 


- purpoſe. Ir was the Nature of Man in the 


firſt Adam that made the Breach ; and 'tis 
che ſame Nature in the ſecond Adam that 
muſt ſarisfle God's Juſtice and make our 
Atonement, This was the Nature, which 
was tempted by Satan 5 and this is the ſame 
Nature which ſhall for ever triumph over 
h11M. 

( 3 ) This New Covenant of Peace and 
Reconciliation by Chriſt, muſt be ſeal'd in 


Bloud : For withant ſhedding of Blond theye's Heb, 9,22; 


mo Remiſſron to be expeFed, Now tis 


not the Bloud of Bulls , nor of Goats that Hb. 10. 


could atone for our Sins, and the Deity 
being impaſſible » ( as before ) therefore 


Chrift by his own Bloud extred once mmto the 11.4.9. 12; 


Holy Place, having by his Obedtence and 
Sofferings ( if we faithfully apply 'em) 
purchasd our Peace, and rarihicd and 
Seal d our Pardon, 

( 4 ) He muſt be 222 alſo 5 that being 
touchr with our Infirmities, He might bc 
{enfible of our Pants ; tender of our Fel- 
farez merciful and compaſſionate in bear- 
ing with our Weakzeſſes ; ſolicitous for the 
Pardon of our Sins , and the comforts of 
God 5 Grace to ſupport us under the bur- 
denfome Afii&ions which ſpring and flow 
irom *em3 and finally that he might bear 

with 


AS 


_ Heb, 2017+ 
"18, 


with all the ImperſeFions of our Nature, 
and repair the zreaches of our declinin 
Faith, For as he muſt be unskiltul in in- 
ſiructing others to bear Aﬀidtions patient. 


lz , who has not been paſſeve limſclf ; $ | 


"tis as difficult for any to apply ſcaſonable 


and ſucceſsfu] Remedies to the AffiGed, 

who 15 a ſtranger to their Sufft rings. Where: | 
fore, ( faith the Apoſtle ) That the High Þ 
Prieſt of our Profeſſron might be more appre- Þ 
| henfive and ſenſible of our Infirmitics , h- | 
became like nnto his prethren in all things, 
that he might be a merciful High Prieſt in 
things pertaining to. God , and intercede | 
cftc&ually , and make Atonement for the Þ 
ſons of the People.: For in that he ſuffer'd be- | 


ing tempted, . he knows how, and is willing 


to ſucconr thoſe that. are tempted. Having Þþ 
ther ſwch a compaſhonate Advocate and In-| 
#erceſſor with the Father, we may be en-| 
courag'd to come . with boldueſs to the 
Throne of Grace ; where we ſhall mceF 
with a comfortable'return to our Prayers, | 
and the favourable Acceptance of our Per- | 
ſons -in time of need. Thus we have ſcen 
thar the Saviour of the World muſt be God, 


2nd that he mult be Zan, to conſtitute him 


a Redeemer of Mcn ; Bur neither of theſe 


two Natires diſtin from the other were 
proper Inſtruments to make vp the Breach: 
Therefore | 
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Thirdly, There muſt be a ConjunRion of My | 


the God-head and Manhood, by an Hypo- 


Ratical and real Onion in the Perſon mar iz the * 


muſt be 
God and 


of chriſt, To evince and illuftrate this = Pere 


Point, 
6. If God in his Juſtice had rooted our 


Mankind from the Earch, his ercy could 
not have been manifeſted in pardoning 


| Treſpaſſes and Offences. It he had crea- 
Yre- Þ 
bel 
| farisfie for the Offences of 'the tormer ; It 
| would *ve been ſeverity in God to have 
| puniſh'd the Innocent for the wicked, If 
} - God had appointed an Angel to have ta- 
- © ken upon him the Nature of ſinful Man, 
| the Juſtice of Gad could by no means have 
| been ſatisfied with the finite Obedience of a 
- | Creature, If God had pardon'd Man's 
- | Apoſtacy without ſatisfa&tion , Juſtice had 
{ ſtill been violated, and the Decree broken 
E which was iſſued out againſt him > 7 #he Gen, t7 
| ay that thou eateſ# thereof thou ſhalt ſurely 


red a new Generation pure and ſpotleſs 
without fin, which by Sufferings were to 


Ts, | 

er- | die, 

cen Almighty God therefore our of his incon- 
04, | Cecivable Love to Mankind, whom he had 
im} ſowonderfully created ; and wirhal fo jea- 
eſe EB lous of his own Hozor , that he would ne1- 
cre ther violare the great Attribute of his J#- 
hi: ffzce,nor yet obſcure the Glory of his Mercy3 


| was. pleas'd co appoint his only begorten 


Sor 


0 


49 


50 


Gal,4.4,5 


AY 


his Father's Perſon, to take our Nature 
upon him, and be made of a Woman unter 
the Law to redeem us from the curſe of ic, 


and that we might receive the Adoption of 


SOAS, 

Thus Chriſt the Saviour of the World 
is God and Man in the ſume Perſon , and 
this Union was necellary, that he might be 
a fic Mediator between both 3 . to compoſe 
the diffcrence and folicite a Peace between 
God and our Souls; and by che merit of his 
obedience and ſuftcrings make our Acceſs to 
the Throne of Goi"s Heavenly Grace more 
tolerable and eaſie- Chriſt is God co ſpeak 
to the Father for us ; and he became Mar 
that he might declare God's VVill to as, in 
a more familiar , leſs amazing , and more 
obliging Way then otherwiſe it could have 
been: Hercby fhewing us an Example 
( by his own wonderful] condeſcention) how 
we ſhould ſubmit to the meaneſt conditt- 
on 4 and entcrtain che worſt Events with 
a Patience and Courage ſutable to the ſab- 
miſfive , yet Magnanimous Spirit of Chriſti- 
anity, Thus mach of the U#i0z of the 


Divine and Humane Nature in the Perſon of 


Chriſt: Which che Heavens do admire, 
all che Inhabitants of che Earth may be 
aſtoriſhed ar ; and the Devils in Hell are 


afraid to think of, We pals forward | 
adly, T0 
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oly, To ditcourle of choſe admirable 
genefits and Priviledges, which reſult from 
this biceſed Union of the Divine, and Hu- 
mane Natures in the Perſon of Chriſt, to 
teunſpeakable Comforc and Happineſs of 
all true Beltevers. - And = 
(1) Our Natzre is wonderfully Env- 
bd & exalted fince ic becamea Temple for 
theDivinity of Chriſt to dwell in. No Crea- 
ture but. 2/42, did ever arrive atthat Picch of 
Honour to be perſonally united to, and bea- 
dyrn'd with the God-head-And that our Na- 
ture is 84 dignified, I have clearly evidted 
from che Premiſjes, To which may be added 
ex abundanti,theſc two remarkable Paſlages 
from Artiquity:The one is of $4irt Auſtin in 
thcſle Words, Whoſoever ( ſaith he ) ſhall 
deſpiſe , or reſuſe to worſhip Chriſt with Di- y —_— 
vine Worſhip , ſhall undouttedly ſuffer the 2 Jon. 
Pains of Eternal Death. The other is of _ 3%. 
Na - kel,7T, 
St, Athanaſius , who writing againſt the Ar- 5,. 
rians, vindicaced the orthodox Chriſtians Neque tas 
from rhe impucation of Idolatry , ( which 79%" 
theſe Herericks endeavour'd to brand 'em mus abſt, 
with) God forbid ( ſaith he) that we ſhould [*4 Domie 
. . num rYerum 
worſhip the Creature ; but we do worſhip the ;,,,,, 
Lord of all the Creatures, God the Word incaraatum 
Incarnate , &c. But concerning the Com- —_— _ 
munication of Properties, and whcreas God rams. 
is ſaid tro 've Purchal'd our Redemption , Athan. Or, 
that be redecm'd the Church wich his own YL;,uu 
B 2 Blond ; 


52 


Gal. 3. 22+ 
Luk, 4eTI 8, 


Bloud ; and that the blefled Virzih js 
rerm'd $:670x@ the Morhet of God , ©; 
Theſe are all inconceivable yſteries ; ye 


do fully import che Exaltatioz of our Hy.ſ 


2:4ne Nature : But tho we ſhould nota 


curiouſly pry 1nto them z yer arc obliguf 
hereby to admire and adore God s- infinite 
Goodneſs and Mercy , who has thus adf 
wpanced our Nature from the very dreoiff 
of Corruption , to a State of abſolute Perf 


feftion and eternal Bliſs. h 


(2) And as our humane Nature is thu| 
wonderfully dignified by its Onion to the 


Godhead ; So we who were Enemies t0God 


by wicked Works, are again rcſtor d ( by theſ 
Power and Ethcacy of Chriſt's Mediator: |; 
ip) to God's Grace and Favour. Hef 
has broken the Shackles of Univerſal Guilz| 
| thctr 


ſubducs and deſtroys all bis and our Enc- 
mies 3 reſcues ws from the ſlavery and do- 
minion of Sin and Satan ;. has taken away 
the Sting of Dearth ; and docs ctfecually 
revoke char faral Curic, by which we were 
ex1/d from Paradiſe , and bound over to 


che immcnle Sacrifice of his precious Bloud) 
paid fo dear a Price for out Redemption ; 
all our Debts are now fully diſcharg'; 
God's Anger appeas'd ; his Juſtice ſarish- 
ed ; anctcrmal Peace between Heaven and 


Earth fully ratified ; and all true Believer 


if 
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Y 
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raiſe 


| Thar 
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| as W 
everlaſting Puniſhment, And having ( by 


Prov 
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ravi 


| God 


( 
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5; Chrilt are reinſtated in a Condition of 


whole Earth, 
Truth, and the Life + 


Hope , and an undoubred capacity ot being 
for ever happy, 


53 


(3) The Sur of Righteouſneſ; ( thanks Luk.1, 78, 


be to our gracious God ) 1s riſen upon our 79. 
Horizon, diffuſing bis plcaſaat Light and * 


faving Influences over the whole Body of 


*|the Creation 3 diſpclling by his radtant 
Beams, the Nigat and dark Clouds of Ig- 
| norance and Errour , which (before his 
| coming ) had over-ſpread the face of the 
Chriſt #* the Way , the John 14; 
He keeps his Refi- 16 

[dence in, and exerts his Power in the de- 
| fence and protection of all pious Souls ; 
"Kb enriches his Mcmbers with that pure 
| and perfe&t Wiſdom which is from above; 
E and kinales Charity, Joy , and Comfort in 
| their Hearts, by the powcertal Influence 


2 


and Operation of his Grace and Spirit; fe 
riſes their Aﬀections above tranlicory 


| Things, and does inſpire and qualite em 
L with ſuch holy and heavenly Diſpoſitions, 
| as will ſweeren and ſanQifie all the Croſs 
| Providences Which are incidenc to them In 


this Life 5 and will finally advance them 
to, and put 'em in Poſſcſſion of a State of 
ravilbing , and uncompounded Pleaſures ar 


** God's right hand for evermore. 


(4) Chriſt Jeſus the righteous governs 
his Church with perfe& Love and Clemen- 
CY» 


a 


to Ga 2: 
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ve 4x. 3dly, To the Application of this Point, | 
p!:c4110n of and ſhall conſider what Tnflnence this 1mpor- | 
tant and ſaving DoGrine ſhould have upon Þ 


this Points 
z-Aporting C nf 2 
its ij uence the Lives and Practices of Men. 


apotPle, (1) This is a Subjedt which may raviſh | 


61:8 


preſerves his Servants in Peace and ſafery; 
and *tis impoſſable ( faith Ireneus ) tor. 
count the number of thoſe great things whith 


aye done thro? the World by the Wiſdom, | 


Power, an4 Goodneſs of Chriſt , for the Sys. 
cour of the Nations, and the Salvation y 
Mankind : 
and roſe zgain forus to curca!l our Mala. 
dies; and co reftore us to a more happy 
condition than we loft by the Fall and dete- 
Aion of the firſt Adam. 


and Benefit of all true ZFelzevers. Hence 


we proceed 


And 
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For as he liv*d, ſohe died, 


And now (to our | 
unſpeakable comfort ) heis fitting in Maje. 
ty and crinmph at the right hand of God, Þ 
ot which more tully afterwards) p!cading : 
his infinite Merits, and interceding power þ 
fully with the Father forus: That all chete 
Bl: (ſings and Priviledges , and many more | 
than we can cicher concelve or think of, 
may be ſ{cafonably applicd for che comfort 


our Souls with Joy, aad Wonder: A Mir- 


roxr which the holy Angels delight in and 


dcfire to contemplare, God and Mar in 


the Perſon of Chriſt, was the hope and ex- 
pcRation of the Fathers 3 whom the Parrt- | 


archs 


; of the Chriſtian Religion, &c. 
archs forc-1aw, and rcjoyc d at, and whom 


the Prophets in ſuch magnificent ſtrens did 
predict and preſignihe z whoſe preſence 


| makes glad the City of our God. 


| God, and who can comprehend it 2 
| he being God, ſhould be begotten of God, 
| and yer bur one God ſtill 2 
| could Þe born of a Woman without a- 
Man, and ſhe continue till a Virgin > 


perfe&t underftanding of this Myſtery tran- 
(cends all Humane Knowledge , andin this 


| Vajley of Iznorance we can but atrain to a 


{mall meaſure of it. Hzjs Name is Wonder- 
ful > and who can underſtand it > Conn- 
cellor , and who can find it * The mighty 
How 


Or how he 


That Almighty God our of the Virgin 


 Eaxrth created man , and breathed into his 
| Noſtrils the Breath of Life, was indeed a 
E great Maracl: : 


Bur that a Virgin {hon!d 
conceive and bear a Son that was both God 
and Man was far greater. Thar God with= 
out a VVoinan ſhould form Eveour of Man 
was a ſtrange Wonder ; but *twas much 


more prodigious that a Woman withour a 


Man ſhould bring forth a Son that was borh 
God and Man. 

For Iron to ſwim above the Warer ; 
a Fountain co flow out of a dry Jaw-bone ; 


an Aſs ro ſpeak3 an old Voman to Con- 


celive z Manna to be raind down from 
Ficaven 5 a withcr'd Rod to yield boch 
| Bloſſoms 


Bur che. 
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Bloſſoms and Fruit ; Rivers to flow froma 
flinty Rock ; Waters to be turn'd into. 
Bloud ; Ravens to feed a Prophet $5 For- 
aan to turn his ſtream backward ; the 
Red Sea tr be divided 5 &*c. Tnele are 
Atiracles to be extremely admird: Burin 
the Incarnation of our bleſſed Redcemer 
wc.'ve a grearcr Miracle than all thcle 5 tor 
a Maid 1s made the Mother- of God 5 a 
great Sphcre is drawn into the Center 
the grcatGod of Heaven and Earth was cons 
cciv'd in the narrow Vomb of a Virgin, 
This is indecd a Miracle which humane 
Reaſon's not able to comprehend : And Þ 
therefore ( ſaith the Apoſtle ) tis a faithful 


Tim. 1, ſuying, That Jeſus Chriſt came into the 


world to ſave ſinners; We may as well 
doubr of the realiry of our Being and Exi- 
tence, as ſuſpe& the Tyxuth of ir. This 15 
the Lord's doing, and *cis marvellous in our 
EyCcs: 

Man 1s naturally inquiſitive after Cario- 
fities , and very dcfirous ro know ſtrange 
Accidents, Now here's a Subject for the 
moſt contemplative Cnriofity to be exer- 
c15d abyut. A Myſtery indeed , and the 
more we-'pry i:.01t, the more miraculous 
we fin it. The more we know of it, the 
raore we [ha}] be inflam'd with the defire 
of comprehending it ; and ſhall be fiill 
Bore and more happy in orcs 
, OL 
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of this excellent Knowledge. All orher 
Wiſdom without the Knowledge of God 
in Chriſt , is as bad, if not worſe than Ig- 
norance it ſelt- For tho' ( with the wiſelt 
Solomon ) we could underſtand all the ſes 
crcts of Nature 3 the ſeveral Motions and 
Influences of the Stars 3 all the Intrigues 
and Policics of State 53 all rhe Myitcries of 
Trathick, Arts and Sciences ; and whate- 
ver can be imagin'd to be within the reach 
of hamane Underſtanding : Yet without 
the ſaving Knowledge of our Lord Jeſus 


| Chriſ#, all our Viſdomis bur Fooliſhneſs, 
| and to no purpoſe. 


Ler the Sor of God therefore, mae Mar 


| for our (akes , become the-Subje& of our 
| devouteſt Meditations» 
| determin'd to know nathing elſes, and I am 


The Holy Apoſtle 


fare *ris both our Intereſt and Duty co con- 
cur with him in this Opinion. VWVe read 


| in the Goſpels » that Chriſt was ſomerimes 
in the Cratch , ſometimes in the Garden, 


ſometimes in the Synagogue » ſometimes 1n 


| Egypt , ſometimes ar Jeruſalem , ſometimes 


at a Marriage, ſometimes amongſt Publl- 
cans, converſant with both Sexes,and among 
all ſorts of Perſons, high and low, rich and 
poor, noble and enable , and ac la died 
between: two Thieves, There can be no 


| Place then, no Perſons no Effate, no 
| Condition of Life, which does not conti- 


nually 
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ſium diſcis, 
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nually prefent us with one Object or other 
to renew. and reſume our 2/editations , and 
may minifter ſome Occaſion or other to 
think on Chriſt, And this would prove the 
moſt abſolute Catholicon to ſupport us un- 
der, and to encourage us to conflict with 
the Sorrows and Milcrics of a troubleſome 


World. Let us therefore ar all Times, in 


all Places , amongtt all Perſons, and in 
every condition of Life , lift up our Eyes 


unto Chriſt, Ler the ſtrong defend bim Þ 
in the Weak, 2nd the VVeak honour him F 
in the ftrong 3 Jt the Rich give þim2 Alms Þþ 
1n the Poor , and the Poor love and admire F 
hine in che Rich 3 let all Perſons of all Þ 
Ranks and Conditions fo love and honnur 
_ bim, that when the Vail of our Mortality | 


Is taken away, we may not only know $71 
and fce bimz as be is3 but be known of 
him, Tcceived by him, and eternally enjoy 
him, 

( 2 ) The Conſideration of this no leſs 
gracious than wonderful Vion of rhe 
God-head , and Man-hood in the Perſon of 
chriſt ourRedeemer,ſhould raiſe ourMinds to 
a true ſenſe of the Dignity of our Nature 3 
Thar the Diſpoſition of ous Hearts , the 
Frame and Tempcr of our Spirits, may rife 
in ſome conſilerable Proportion to that 
State and Condition which he has been 
pleasd toenobleus with, Weare now ot 


the 
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Be 


the Blond Royal of Heaven; ard he has made Pal. 8. 5. 


little lower than the Angels , 
us with Glory and Honour : 
and Aﬀections then ſhould be ſarably grear 
and #oble, and chicfly converſant abour 
thoſe excellent rhings, which are the Joy, 
Delizhr, and Wonder of the Holy Angels, 
and Saints glorified. It would be ſtrange- 
ly incongruous , and infinitely below the 
Dignity of our Heaven-borr Souls, to be 
imploy'd and buſted abour the baſe Cares, 
unmanly Dcfires, and iznoble Deſigns of 
this vain and tranſitory World. We are 
now the Childrez of God , and Brethren of 
Chriſt , Heirs and co-heirs with him of the 
ſame eternal I-heritance ; To be bruitiſh 
and ſenſual then , would not only bea great 
Indignity and Afront to our Illuftrious an4 
Ommportent Relations , - and a Diſparage- 
ment to our ſclves ; but it would be a cut- 
ting offthe Ertail, and an abſolute Forfci- 
ture of our Title to all the Bleſſarge and 
Priviledges of the Goſpel, Beſides, As the 
Prophane and Difſolure , the Unbelicving 
and Diſobedient Chriſtians » would be in- 
capable of reliſhing or delighting in the 
Joys of Heaven; So they may afſure them- 
ſelves rnat if they live and die in thoſe Sins 
unrepented of , they ſhall never enter into 
that Kingdom. 

 C 3 ) The ſpiritual and pious RESTY 
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of ſincere Believers on this gracious V#7orx 
of our Nature to the God-head , may fill 
their Hearts wirh heavenly Joy and Com- 
forc , and their Mouths wich Praiſe and 
Thanksgiving. And doubcleſs there could 
never be greater Cauſe of rejoicing to 
Mankind z nor ſhould any Tidings be more 
grateful ro Morta! Ears then this Evangel;- 
um; that the etcrnal Son of God for «s 
Men, and for our Salvation came down from 
Heaven, Were the glorious Angels in 
Heaven tranſported with ſuch an Exftacy 
of Joy as cauſ'd them to break forth into 
triumphant Hulelujahs > And did they 
warble forth Hymns of Praiſe and Congra- 
talation When they beheld that wonder- 
ful Spcacle of MajzeſRty,Mcrcy and Humili- 
ty in the Incarnation of our Lord > What 
reaſon then have we Chriſtians to cxulrt 


and leap for Joy , and bear a part in thar 


heavenly Chorxs , ſince we ( above all the 
Creatures ) are ſo ſignally happy , as to 
reap the Benefits and Priviledges of that 
unparallel'd and boundleſs Charity> Let 
us therefore never ceaſe to chant forth his 
Pr.ziſes, in the Words of the holy and de- 
vout Vireim in her Magnificat faying , 
My ſoul ſhall magnifie the Lord , &c, 
(4) The Conſideration of the Union of 
theſe ewo Natures in the Perſon of Chriſt, 
ſhould not only beger in us a correſpondent 
cltecm 
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eſteem of him z oblige us to be faithful and 
obedient ro Hinz, Has he done and ſuffer'd 
ſo many things tor us, that we ſhould live 
comforcably here, ( inthe participation of 
thoſe excellent Priviledges which I've men- 
tiond ) die happily » and reign with þ:zz 


eternally £ And is ir not then moſt fir and phii, z; 9, 
reaſonable, rhar he ſhould rule and govern 1% 


us, and exa& the higheſ} Veneration and 
Revercnce from us? Now , the only Ev#- 
dence and Teſtimony which can be given of 
the Truth and Sncerity of our Obedience to 


Chriit , #s the keeping his Commandments. Joh: 2 
And to enforce chis Obligation, it will be ** 
neceflary ro conſider; Thar rhe Good An- ygcb,rmrg; 


gels in Heaven are his miniſtring Spirits 
todo hire Service , and chearfully obey 


him ; and the Devils in Hell are ſubje& to Mark. s. 
his Authority, All the ſenſttive and inani- Luk. 8. 2 


mate Creatures ( which are guided by no 
other Gerizs than that of meer natural In- 
ftindt ) do ſubmit to the Laws of his Pro- 
vidence, and are not backward in paying 
that juſt Tribute of Fear and Obedience ro 
the eternal Son of God made man for our 
ſak's: How much more ſhould we, who 
are not only Men but Chriſtians, and ac&tu- 
ated by an higher 1te/ligence than that of 
Nature , be conformable in all chings to 
the Wiſdom and Will of God in chr:ft > 
Has che Erernal Son of God diveſted _ 
ci 


ſelf bf that infigice Honour, Vealch , Joy 
and Happineſs, which he might have ti- 
umpht in for ever at the right hand 
of God > Did he willingly ſubmit tg 
an 1gooble and inglorious Obſcurity under 
the Pail of our fleſh mcerly for our ſakes 3 
And ſhall we be unwillu,g to do or ſafer 
, any thing for hi»z > Thar would be ſuch 
an Inſtance of Injuſtice and Difingenuity, 
as well as Difobedience , as might de- 
ſervedly render us obnoxious fo the ſeve- 
rcſt Reſentments of his Divine Wrath and 
Vengeance, He will cauſe ſuch unprofitable 
Servants to be bound hand and foot» and 
give 'em their juſt Portion in the Horrours 
and Sorrows of a ſad and miſerable Etcr- 
nit . 
7 5 ) The Perſonal Union of theſe two 
Natures in Chriſt, may incourage us to 
have a ſtedfaſt Confidence in , and a Chear- 
uia quod ful Deperdance upon him , for the ſupply 
ex ne mibi Of all our Temporal and Spiritual Wants, 
—_—— and for Support and Contort in all our 
po ex viſ. ; SY ; 
veribus Do= StraitS and Difficulties whatſocver * 
mini, For we have all things in Chriſt , and 
Chriſt's all things in us. If we be 
feck, with Sin , Chriſ® is our Phyſtis 
an to ſave us; if we be Hungry or thirſty, 
he is the Bread of Life , and the Fountain 
f. ever-living Waiersz and whoſo:ver eateth 
bir (that is Spiritually by faith) ſh.u/[rever 


hun: 
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hunger , and whoſoever drinketh of hin 


ſhall never thirſt ; if we be naked, he will 


cloath us with the Kobes of his Virtue, 

and the Garments of his Righteouſneſs, . 4 
which ſmell of Myrh, Alloes, and Caſſia , Gen 27. 
and are like the ſmel! of a pleaſant Field 27: 
which the Lord hath4lejjed ; it webe ſemple 


| or ignorant, he's our Wiſdom to inftrudt us; 
| if we be ſtnful, he's our Kightronſneſs to 
| ſave #1 ;, if we deſire to be holy, be is our 
| SenTtification to bleſi us, in turning us *3-26- 
| away ſrom our Iniquities , and purifying to 
| himſelf a peculiar People zealous of good 
| works if che Devil tempt and allure us 
| tolin, be 1s the Captazr of our Salvation, 
| who has not only (-1n a great meaſure ) 
| countermanded Satan's Commiſttan bur dif- x J<v: 3.8; 
| folvd his Authority. Now as all ſincere 
| Believers are thus abundantly fupply'd 
| with all things necdful and convenient, er 
| hundred fold in this Liſe, and in the |, 
| WorlJd to come Life everlaſting, 


Tit. 2,14 


18.z2 


So onthe Contrary, All the pompous 
Delights of this vifible Forld , ( tho? they 
be ſecmingly never ſo ſpecious or fo 
table) unjeſs they be ſanified to us by 
the Grace of Chriſt's holy Spiric , inſtead 
of bring a Comforc and Bleffing, they will 

become our Plague and Punithmene. In 
Iixe manner all our Wiſdom , Rightcouſ- 
neſs, Learning, &c, which ate not derin's 
frame 
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John 15.5. 


2 Cor. 9, $. 


Bloud of Chriſt , are but as a menſtruous 
Cloth , or filthy Rags ; and neither plea« 
ſing to God, nor beneficial to our Selves, 
as might be inſtanc'd ( if 'twere needful ) 
in many Particulars, Thoſe outward Ac. 


compliſhments may indeed make us appear þ 
bur can never make us Good: | 
They may putt us up with Pride and Sclf. | 
coficcit ; bur they ſeldom or never makef| j 
Without | 
Chriſt we can do nothing ; but by the Al-F 
bftance of his Grace and Spirit we are en | 
Our Sufficiency | 
of him, and we muſt aſcribe all our holy | 
Performances (not to any Endeavours of 
our own, bur ) to the Rickes of God's 
Grace in Chriſt, And whatever we. do 
that is Holy or Vertwous , tis no more} a 


Grcat ; 
mcn more holy and vertuous. 


abl'd to do all things. 


We, but chriſt, who by the Power and 
Preſence of his Holy Spitit dwelleth and 
worketh in Us. : 

Ina Word, We hold all that we have 
in Capzte from hi#e, and 'tis the beſt Tenure 
too. We are his by Parchaſe , he has 
paid a dear Price ſor us, and. thercfore 
how dear and precious ſhould he be to us 
We arc Oblig'd ro forſale all and follow 


Math. rs, 6372 : This is the moſt effeQual] Plea again 


Satay s Stratagems , that we are not OW 


* own, for we are bought witha Price 5 and 


theres 
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from this Fountain , and purified by the 


| of the Chriſtian Religion, &c. 


therefore intirely at his, not our own Diſ< 
poſal, This is thac ſealonable Expedienc 
which will vanquiſh this, and all othet 
Encmics, even our Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 
God and Man in the ſame Perſon. 


(6) And Laſtly; This Point of Do- 


| Frine duly conſider'd, will remind us of 
: | the Stare and Condition of other Mer as 
| well as our Selves. Has God fer ſuch an 
| incſtimable Yalwe upon Mens Souls as to 


purchaſe *em art ſo dear a Price? Could 


- | nothing leſs then the Blond of the eternal 
- þ Son of God pay 4 ſufficient Karſom for the 
{ Redemption of them? How ſhould we 
| then, reſprR honour and indulge Chriſt's 
Humane Nature in the pooreſt and meaneſt. 
| of his Servarty > And fince Good has been 
| pleas'd rothink us worthy of ſo much Care 
| and Indulgence, we've Reaſon co uſe all 


poſſible Endeavours , to keep theſe prect- 
ous Jewels pure and unſpotted, both inour 
ſelves and others. Have we contracted 
ſuch an honourable A4/1;iance with, and do 
we ſtand fo nearly related ro the holy Tr:- 
rity, and our fellow Chriſtians by the 
Union of our Nature to the Perſon of 


}£ cbriſt > How then ſhould our Thoughts, 


Detires, Diſpoſitions , Words and Adi- 
on9 be conformable to the Nature » Laws, 
and Dignitie of ſuch Relarions > How 
ſhould we be afraid to ſubmit to any —_\ 

that's 


g's 


that's baſe or ignoble, leſt we refle& Dix. 
honour upon God, and that Nature f 
ours , which he has ſomuch dignified by his 


Tucarnation ? 


Let vs therefore indeavour (+ as we are 
oblig'd both in Duty and Intereſt ) in eve-f 
ry Inſtance, and Circumſtance of ourf 
Lives to be, and todo good ; to avoid allf 
things evil in themſelves , and of evil Re-f 
port; That we may #here}y glorific Godf 
in our Bodies and in our Spirits Which| 
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archis- This would prove the moſt cer} * 


tain Expedient to bring this excellent Reli-Þ 
gion of the Holy and Eternal Jeſas into Re 
pure and Credit , with thoſe that differ 
from us ; and ( by our hearty Complian-| 
ces with all. its reaſonable Conſtitutions )| 
we cannat fail bath of the Preſent, and fu} 
ture Rewards which ſpring and flow fronf 


It- 


the Names, and Natures of Chriſt, and thit 


Thus I have treated diſtinaly on tif 
firſt Branch of this great Myſtery of Mani 
Redemption ; and herein Particularly oj 


wonderful V:or: of 'em both in the ſaw | 


Perſon, I have alleg'd ſeveral importail 
Reaſons why the Saviour of the VWorl 
ſhould be Ged ; why he ſhould be Mas 
and why God and Mar in the ſame Perſons 
Chrift. Thave confider'd thoſe ſpecial 44 


wantages and Priviledges reſulting from thi 
| heavenl 


ms 


ks aca of t he Chriſtian Religion, &c. ; 67 


if-f heavenly DoFrinegwith rhe peculiar 7- flue 

ces which it ſhould have upon the Lives and 

Practices of all Chriſtians, God Almighty 

| give us 411 Grace foto belicve cheſe Truths 

ff faichfully , and praticethem conſcienciouſ- 

*| ly, That the whole frame and contexture 

our of our Lives may be truly conformable to 

al the Kingdom and Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 
Re chrift. Amen 
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The Neme js a Tithe which 


Chriſt im: 


ports bis 
Offices, 
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Of the Offices of Chriſt in general. | 


B 


a_ 


CHAP IV. 


Y diſcourſing 'of the Offices of chrifl, | 
and the Aarner of their Adminiſtra|Þþ 
#i0n, we may undcrſiand (more particular-| 
ly) the great End and Deſign of our Savi- 
our's coming into the VVorld : | 
many great things which he has dome andfj 

ſaffer'd for the Redemption and Happineſs | 


of loſt Mankind. 


The Name of Chriſt ( as we noted before) 
imports Office aud Djgni-| 
ty, 'Tisa Greek word inthe Original, and 


And the 


anſwereth to the Hebrew Meſſiah ; both 


which ſignifie our Anointed Saviour, 


Hi- 


ftorians rel] us , chart 'twas an ancient Cu- 
ſtom in the Eaſten part of the World to 
Anoint their Public Officers ( Kings and 
Prophets eſpecially ) with material Oy; 
denoting and Serge 
beral and plentiful Effufton of extraordinas 
ry Endowments » ſuch as might qualific 
them for , and preſignific the hopeta] and 
happy ſucceſs of their Adminiſtrations, 


thereby , the li- 


o 


But 


of the Chriſtian Religion, &c. 


| 


But our Chriſt the eternal Son of God 


(coming into the World to manage that #70 
great and important Office of Mediatonr from all 
berween God and Manz ) muſt be ſanaifi- others, 
Fed, and ſer a part in a more peculiar 
| Fmanner than any of the Ancients were : 
| For they were only anointed with material 


Foy! , brit be was Santified and filled with 


| the Holy Ghoſt ; they were ſer apart by 
| Men » but he was confirm'd by the Father 
in this Office ; #hey were inveſted with Au- 
| thority and Ability co ſave for a Time 3 
| be for _ BP ys 
| Therefore, that he might be every way , 
| ſurably qualified for the - aki nd —— 
which he underwent,, he became Prophet, 
| Prieſt, and King ; all which Offices were 
| never confer'd on any bur on Chriſt - For 
| 'tis obſerv'd,that Melchiſedec was King and 


Prieſt , but no Prophet ; David was King 
and Prophet , but no Prieſt , Samnel was 
Prieſt and Prophet , but no King: Bur 
there's a Concurrence of all theſe three Of- 
fices in Chriſt,and he was furniſht from Heas» 
ven with a ſufficiency of Power, Holineſs, 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs to diſpenſe them 
for the Comfort and Benefit of: all that be- 
heve in, and obey Him, And tothis End. 
Twas neceſſary 5] 


that groſs. Ignorance which | we deriv'd: 


FILE pt #1 The abſo. 
:( 1 ) That heſhould be a, Prophet,to cure luteNeceſ- 


being 
Þ 3 from Prophet, 
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And Prieft 


from the Loins of the firſt Adam ; to re- 


veal and expound God's Mind and Will 


to us 3 to teach us how to apply hi 


Merits by the excrciſe of a true and live. | 
ly Faith 5 and to dire us how to walk | 


more conformably to God's VVill 1n doing 


our Dyxties and avoiding $:#: for the fu. | 
that ſo the Devil and our Luſt 
ſhould nor have the Rule and Dominion 


ture ; 


OVCY UsS, 


(2)1c was neceſſary that he ſhould be our 
Anointed Prieſt, Altar, and Sacrifice 5 that Þ 
he might propitiate and make Atonement 
free us from the 
Guile and Puniſhment of them z reconcile | 
us to God's Grace and Favour ;and tranſlate | 
us from a ftate of Sin and Death, to a State | 


for all our Offences ; 


of Righteouſneſs and eternal Lite. 


 ( 3 ) Bur fince this Peace and Happineſs | 
4d ";. could not be obtain'd for us, nor applicd to Þ 
an abſolute and irrefiitable | 
Power , ( conſidering the many Enemies 
and Impcdiments we have to conflict with 
inovr Chriſtian Courſe; ) therefore *rwas | 
neceſſary that he ſhould be a Xi-g : That Þ 
having ſufficiency of Power and Authority, | 


us but by 


he might enable us ro reſiſt and overcome 
all thoſe Difficulties and Oppoſicions 


which might hinder our Recurn, from the | 


Chagas of corrape Natwre ,-'to- a ſtate of 


Grace and Glory, And to this End, _ A 
_ 
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, 
\ro« bas beere pleas'd to raiſe him far above all 
Vill | principalities and Powers ; that he might 
hy | effectually apply the ſatisfaGion which he 
ve. | made » and the Ranſom which he paid for 
alk | the Salvation of Mankiad- 
ing Thus much of Chriſt's anointing in Gene- 
fa Þ ral (by God's holy Spirit ) ro thoſe three 
iſs þ great Offices, which be receiv d as the Head, 
ion þ and conveycth ro bis Members the Church: 
| By infiruRting us as a Prophet 3 latisfying 
| for us as a Prieſt ; and proteCting and go- 


Qur Þ 
eng Þ riculars- | 
the Þ 
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| Scripture, 


Ebriſt the 
Prophet 


Hal, 61, Is 


CHAT V. 


Of his Prophetical Office. 


"T* kere are ſeveral other Titles ſp#0ni- 

7104s tO his berreg a Prophet , which þ 
are aſcrib'd co our bleſſed Saviour in holy 
He js cal''d the Paſtor , the 
Apoſtle of our Profijſuon , Rabbi, Maſter, Þ 
a Teacher from God, a Law-giver, the Au-| 
thor and Finiſher of our Faith, a Miniſter 
of the Circumciſion , a Teacher of the Gen- | 
tiles ; that he might be a Lieht to them, | 
as well as the Glory of his People Iſrael, All Þ 
which ſeveral Titles and Appel:ations do Þ 
import, that he was a Prophet ſent from || 
God to inſtruct þi* People and to guide Þ 


them in the Way of Salvation, 


And without all controverſie, this 1s þe 
whom God the Father promis'd to ſend 
into the World ; whom the Prophet 1ſai- 


ah tells us ſhould be anointed to Preach the 
Goſpel: And bing com'd into theſe 
lower Regions, was confirm'd in this 
Office by an audible Voice from Heaven, 
tizree times repeated, ( as before ) with 


ghjs peremprory Command annext to hit 


Come 
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Commiſſion » Heay ye him. His Aiſſrorn 
was alſo confirm'd by mary notable Signs 
— | and Wonders z by the Teſtimony of his 


| Harbinger John Fe Baptiſt 3 and many. 


| other infallible Proofs which would be 
| needleſs ro mention here, Bar belides , 
| the Diſpoſition and Temper of his Mind 
| was cvery way ſutable to his Office and 
Mi f Auchority: For , his Wiſdom and Diſ- 
ich cretion, Purity &d Holineſs, Courage 
olyÞ and Conftancy, Meckneſs and Patience, 
the | Sweetneſs and Goodneſs, Power and Maje- 
er, | ſty (conſpicuous in all 4 Diſcourſes and 
1u- | Demeanour ) are ſo many unanſwerable 
ter F Topics to prove , that our Lord Jeſus 
en- | Ghriſt was anointed with the holy Spirit, 
m, | and with Power, that he might be every 
\llÞ way qualified for the due Adariniſtratior 
do of this high and extraordinary Office of a 
m | Prophet, 
de® Which Office ( in the moſt ſtrict ſenſe ) 
| denotes, that the Perſon inveſted with ic 
be ® ſhould be inſpir'd with extraordinary Ati- 
id Þ /ities to Prophefie of and foretc] things to 
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His Partie 
cular Ou 
lifecations 


i-| come. And tho' our Arvinted Saviour, 


be could not be deficient in this ; ( ſince his 
ſc Þ Wiſdom and Knowledge are infiaite ) yet 


5 his Propheticel Office is to be andcerſtood in 


» 2 _ Acceptation, and does import a 
h Perſo 


forpres 
H 


on endu'd with the extraordinary Gifts - 
of Divine Wiſdom and_Aurhority ; to-in- 
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veal his whole Will ro the Sons of Men, fo 
far as it may concern his own Glory, and 
their preſent and etcrnal Welfare, 

Thus we have ſcen , how Chriſt our 
great Prophet is every way (utably drſpos'd 
and qualified tor the Management ot this 
weighty Office. We fhall enquire in the 
next Place into the »amer of its Admi- 
tbis Office. iſtration : And for the bertcr underſtan- 
ding of this Point, Ve ſhall conſider 

1. What it is that God has been pleaſ d 
to make known and communicate to us by 
the gpirit of his Son. 

2. What Returns of Duty and Obedience 
he expeds from us, For the 

rſt, Chriſt our great Prophet has ( by his 


The Admi- 
ftration 0 


What God. 


plead '9 Mankind x 
reveal to 


us, by the 
Spire of Py heres and for ever. And to this end he 
1s Sons 


Mar, cha | 
ters &- 6,7, VEr underſtood before he has allo corre- 


Red the Miſtakes, and lupphed the Defe@s 
of 'all former Diſpenſations , and added 
the Law ſome excellent Prirceples and Precepts, 
which be Moſt conducing to the Intereſt and Sarisfa* 


-onrry @ton of Mankind 5 which do far tranſcend 


Concerning 


Ver, 


terpret God's Mind and Meaning, and to re- 


zrov'd, All-former Laws and Inſtitutions whatfoes | 
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bas been Grace and S$piric ) reveal'd God's will to | 
hereby declaring what he will # 
have us believe and do, that we maybe hap» Þ 


has been graciouſly pleas'd to take away the | 
veil , and has tully explain'd thoſe Laws F 
of Nature and Morality which Were nc- | 


3 _ ww Þ a Fw ww yy 0 


fs CES ob NSEETahee -. _» . 
f) 44S ESD BIEY 7” ys ENREn oo tiki Joagune Ln v ee Sis s LO EeTioAe boar: : 
T F o TL SI OMRICS ry Ie Ty os OWE ST on 0 I OREN” PIT LN RENE n _ 


of the Chriſtian Religion, $&c. 


For in the DoQrine of the Goſpel, we have 
anexat Specimen of all thoſe Traths which 
concern the Salvation of Chriſtians z where- 
in the Terms of our Reconciliation are ful- 
ly and clearly expreſt 3 all the Do@Friner , 
Commands , Connſels, Conditions, Cove» 
nants, Threatnings & Promiſes , ( which 
reſpe&t the preſent, and futurc Happineſs 
and Miſcry of our Souls and Bodics ) are 
ſo throughly ſtated , that he who runs may 
read, And the cxcellent Deſign of this 
great Ambaſſre ;, the Priviledges and Inme 
wities of this Goſpel Covenant , arc not 1t- 
mited to ſome few Kingdoms and Coun- 
tries 3 but extended to all Perſons in all 
Ages , thro the moſt remote and diſtant 
Parts of the World, The ſound — is 
gone into all the Earth ; diſcovering uch 
Truths, andinſtituting ſuch Laws and Pre- 
cepts as were never known before, For 
(1) Chriſt our Prophet has preſented 
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us (in the Doctrine of the Goſpel ) with a' cure 4reri. 
clearer and more diſtin Notion and Cha- butes, 8c. 


raFer of God himfelf,, then ever was known 


of God, 
more cledre 


beforez ) as to his Nature, Perſons, Uni+ ly revealed 


iy, Attributes, Properties, &c. | and alfo 
concerning all his Works of Creation , Pro= 
vidence, Redemption, Sand; fication, 8c. 
All whica ( ſerioufly confider'd ): deſcribe 
Þim to be a God of infinite and immenſe 
Power, Wiſdom , Truth, Juſtice , —_— 
Goode 
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Goodneſs, &c, ( of which more full 
hereafter) and in a Word, a Being whic 


conſiſts of all poſſible Holineſs aud Per. | 


feFion. 
The fondes (2 ) He has made afull diſcovery of | 
mental thoſe fundamental7Truths which concern his | 


Truths of 


wine, and Human 
the Goſpel Divine, e Natures n 


ceſlion, to all ſuch as app 


Chriſt's ſake, 
Rules for 


o/ 07  clinations, Appetites, and Paſſions, both 


dapted to of the outward and inward Man , as are | 


eur Capsci= highly rational and ingenuous,. plain and ea- 
'* ſie to be underſtood and pradtic'd ; and 
ſo univerſally Good and Beneficial in all 
Reſpects,that.( as the like was never known 


before ; ſo ) tis beyond the Capacity of | 


Men and Angels to conceive any thing bet- 
ter, or ſo perfeFive of the Nature, Reaſon, 
and Intereſt of Mankind : For 'tis plain In 
in all the Partzculars, that our bleſſed Lord 


has preſcrib'd.no other Condztions for the Þ 


At- 


as united in 
fully dif. the Perſon of our bleſſed Redeemer: Intimar- | 
coverd, ing hercby,what he has done and ſuffer*d for | 

us 5 and the conſequent Benefits which re- | 

ſult from his meritorious Death and Inter- | 
ly em; as the Þþ 
Sandification of their Perſons , the Pardon | 
of their Sins, and the hopeful 4/urance of | 
a blefſed KeſarreFior to eternal Life for | 


(3 ) Chriſt ( as Prophet ) has enacted [ 
the religi- ſuch Laws tor the Government of the Adi- | 
ous corduft org, Words , Thoughts , Afﬀedtions, In- | 


* of the Chriſtian Religion, &c. 


Attainment of etcrnal Happineſs, then 
what are moſt conſentaneous both ro our 
Rational Natnre , and preſent Intereſt in 


| this World : And would certatnly have 
| been beſt for us to*ve done if they had 
| not been commanded : whereby He has 
evidently declar'd , that he is ſo tar pleas d 
| with our Services and Duties to him , as 
| they are advantagious and beneficial to our 
| ſelves; that we may take one Bleſhog in 
| the Way to another 5 Grace, Peace, and 
| Contentment here, in the Vay to Glory 

| hereafcer. | 


( 4 ) All the Duties of Chriſtjanityare of 


| the ſame Stamp and Character with its 
Principles and Precepts, and every way ſo fnn'd, 
* correſpondent to the x#les of univerſal Re- 
| Gitude ; that there's no 'Perſon that's 
| truly regenerate, can aſſign any Difficultg 
; In Praying #2t0 God), or in Praiſing of him, 
| In Hearing , Reading, and Meditating oz 
| his Word, inveceiving the holy Sacraments, 
| Ih. holy Corſerences , pious Ejaculations, 
| &c, Yea even thoſe more auftere Datier of 
| Religion ; as Repentance, Mortification , 
| Selſ-denial , Self-reſignation, taking up the 
| Croſs, Patience in AfﬀtiGions, &c, which 


( tho':they be moſt afflitive to Fleſh and 


| Bloud, yer )are fo far from being trouble- 


fofri and uneaſie to the rational Powers of 
the Soul ; that ( doubtleſs ) if there be any 
iy Elixir 


77 


The Dae 
ties eafie 0 
be pre 


7 
Elixir or ſubſtantial Pleature in this 


rivus , devout > and conſcientious Perfor- 
mance of the Duties of Religion: And | 
therefore the Eburch of England ( upon þ 
well grounded Experience) declares, That | 
the Service of God is the moſt abſolate and | 
perſe@ Freedom, And this will more evi- 

dently appear , if We conſider 

Andens (5) Thoſe Motives and Argument: 
forex by which the Chriftian Religion propounds, 
A & tO incourage us inthe doing of our Dxtzes : 
Incourage> Which arc netther few nor inconſiderable. 
mentr, For if we be fatthful herein, we have an 
Aſſurance of the Pardon of all our ſins paſt ; 
the Promiſe of che moſt plentiful Supplies 
of God's preventing, reſtraining, exciting, 
aſiſting,and ſanQiifying Graces to cnable us | 
to avoid all Sin, refit all Temptations, | 
and to inſpire us with ſuch a holy Frame | 
and Temper of Mind and Spirit , 'as may þ 
diſpoſe us to: ſerve God lincerely and at- | 
feRionately ( in all the Trſtances of Duty,) 
thro' the whole Courſe of our Lives: To | 
which confidcrable Advantages and Pri- 
viledges,. he has added. ex abundanti, the | 
Mar.6- 33+ Promiſes of the Zleſſings of this Lifez as Þ 
Health,Wealth, a good Repuration, Peace, | 
Proſperity, Oc, Es, >7 , bud 
But lett all theſe ſhoyld nat prove Me- Þ 
tive (ufficient ro enforce che Pratde - ; 
| | cnoie = 


UMI 
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World, it muſt reſult and flow from a ſe. | 


'Þ of the Chriſtian Religion, &c. 


thoſe woſt pleaſant and profitable Duties of 


| gur Religion; ke has further aflured us 


thar ( upon the faichful diſcharge of thoſe 


| neceſfary and important Durics.) we, [hall 
| liv. for ever with him; i whoſe Pre- 


ſence is ſulneſs of jy , and. at whoſe right 


| hand are pleaſures for evermore. Now, it all 
* theſe powerful Incentives to Duty do not 


| charm and allure us to be holy and vertu- 


<1; 


| ous, devout and ſerious in our Religious 
| Addrefles3 it will be requiſite to confider 
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Pſal. 16, 
TO 


on the other hand , that #be Wrath of God Rom. 1.12 


; is reveal d from Heaven,, againſt all Ungod- 


lineſs, &c. And as the impious and pro- 
phane , who contemn , or negle@ the Ser- 


| vice of God and the Dnties of Religion, 


ſeldom <cſcape puniſhment z- even in this 
Life; ſo there's a diſmal, Time approach- 
ing , when the Wicked ſhall be- turned into 


Hell, and. all the People ſhall forget God; 


If then ſuch Arguavemts as theſe do nor pers» - 


{wade us to be holy andreligious, I know- 


not whar will ! If chele MAenaces do - nor 
force us to- flie from tbe Wrath to come , 
and ſue for our Reconciliation, I know-not 
what can! And *tis moſ] juſt and reaſon- 
able, that thoſe who deſpiſe or negleRthe 
Riches of God's Grace and Mercy propoun- 


ded and. promis'd in the Qw#e 3 ſhould feel 


eternally the Tragical Effe&ts of his Juſtice 
and Vengeance denounc'd and threarn'd in 
the Other, : Thus 


Pal. LO | Fo 


go 
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Thaxs, the whole Tenor of that Religion 
which Chriſt our great Prophet has ſo clears 
ly reveal 'd tous, and ——» "i in fo cor 
1d 


crable a part of the World , is a lively 
Tra»ſcript ard Pattern of God's eternal 


Wiſdom and Goodneſs. Wherein the Di- 


vine Pleaſure ( in what concerns our hap. 


' Pireſs and dependance upon 4hi»9, in this 


and a future State) is ſo plain and obvious 
to be known , Poſfible and eaſie to be per- 
form'd , and recommended to us by ſuch 


Powerful Afotives and Erconragements , 
char if we be not wanting to our {clves in | 
the faithiul] Performance of 


thoſe in- 
comparably pleaſanc Duties which the Gof- 
pe! preſcribes , *tis impoſlible we ſhould 
fail of the Bleſſrngs and Rewards of it. 


And to convince us that neither the | ; 


The Du- Teyms of our Reconciliation are d:frcnlt ) 


ties of Ree 
ligion are 


inforct and be perform*d, ' Our bleſſed Saviour ( this | 
ded 
6 


nor the Dztzes of our Religrom 1mpoſſuble 36 | 


great Prophet )has lcftus bis own, and we ve | 
the Examples of many thouſands of hi | 
- Saints and Servants 'on Record as Patterns to | 
walk by , who have confirth'd the Truth of | 
- this Excellent Do@rize and ſcal'd it with | 
*their Bloud : So that we'veno cauſe to be | 


diſcourag'd in the Rtictcſt Compliance with 


all the Conditzizrs and Duties of the Goſpel, | 
| becauſe they have been done effeually by 
| Others : Nor can we doubt of the ſucceſs | 


and 


of the Chriſtian Religion; 8c. 


Recompence herein ; becauſe the Saints in | 


Heaven ( who were formerly in che ſame 
Circumſtances wich us ) dorow, and ſhall 
eccrnally inheric the comfortable and ſa- 
ving fruits of them, And 

1ſt, Chriſt our great Prophet was ſtri&- 
ly conformable to his own Laws and Conſti- 
tations, in all the Inſtances both of his 
AFive and Paſſzve Obedience ; having im- 


T- | posd nothing upon his Proſelites and Fol- 
c<h lowers, but what he firſt practiced himſelf 
'3 | inour own: Nature ; leaving us hereby at 
mn} zxample, that we ſhould follow his ſteps. 1. 
7 | And indeed *tis plain and obvious , that 
f- | the Goſpel is rather a Narrative of his holy 
Id | and exemplary Life, than a Syſteme of his 
| Precepts - For the Doctrine of the One 
ie | is moſtly comprehended in the Graces and 
» | and Virtues of the Other: For 

(1) Chriſt was 4 Pattern to us in al the 


ID <= 
= 


7 


By his ows 
Examples 


x Per, 3s 


And by 
his dthiue 


# Inſtances of an ATFtve Obedience x as will Obedience. 


© | fully appear in theſe following Particulars. 
# | And 


0 
8 | Obedience ro the Ceremonial Law : For he 


Firſt, he was moſt exa@ and uniform 1n his 7s the bog 
remoni 


Lary. 


| was Circumcis'd the eighth day ; and ſub- Luke 3.21. 


| mitted to Baptiſm ( a Rire ſubſticutcd in irs Mat-3e 15 


e 

| ſtead ) that he might be a Pattern to 

» | others ( for he had otherwiſe no occaſion 

Y | to be Bapriz'd ) to the end of the World. 

7 | He kept the Jewiſh Paſſover , and all their 
| G other 
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other ſolemn Feaſts, and Sabbaths ; hc fre. 
quentced their Temple, and Synagogues , qt 
the Hours of Prazer , and taught publickly 
in both ; he was ſubje@ to every Ordinance 


of Man, for the Lord's ſake ; and became | 


17 all things conformable to the lawtnl Cx- 
ſfoms ot his Country, and the regular Con: 
ſtitutions of thar Church , undcr whoſe | 
Politic he was born and educatcd, 
Scco:dly, He was uniform 1n 4s Obedi. | 
pond} ence tO U] the Precepts of the Moral Law,| 
Maih,5,17 111 the fhiiGcolt ſenſe and meaning of it, And 
aitho' thire be fome Actions of our bleſſed 
Saviour's Lic upon Record, ( particularly 
thoſe Miracles which he wrought, where: 
in he aſſerted and vindicated his Divine 
Power and Authority ) which wcre never 
defign'd for our Imication ; yer in all ſuch 
Inſtances ( as 'ris well obſerv'd by moſt mo-F 
dern Divines) wheran the Evangelical 
Dorine-1s to be our Map and Rulc, his 
holy P:a&ice and Obcdience are to be ourf 
Guide and Preſident to walk by, — 
11 all the Tiirdly, His Piety towards God (in 
Duties of Conformity to his own Dofrine ) was even 
Piety to and conftant, not affected with high Tran{-Þ 
"mo ports and Rapturcs in Devotion,bur fuch as 
was meet and eafic for Mortals to inurate: 


For all his Addrefles ro God were ſecret} ſ 


and fcriousz free from all appearances off 


Hypocrific and Oſtentation 3 moſt calm and 6 


candid 


| Men was innocent and candid , free and 


6 | . s | % p  ® | | 
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candid 1n themſelves 3 and always cons 
ducted wich Reaſon and Sobricty : Hetor- 
ſok b1s carthly Parents, leſt chey thould 
be'Hindrances unto him in Going the VV1ll 
and the Work of his heavenly Fa her. 
Fourthly, His whole Converſation 2: Ong And ia his 

whole Cora 

BENE G «4-4 ; verſatiot 
ingcnuous 3 he refiſted not Evil with Evl) » cowards 
but ercared his moſt fierce and 3mplacable Men 


Encmics with Courteſic and Kindneſs. He 


| paid Tribute where it could not be exacted, 
ro teſtifie his Loyalty and Subje&ion to 


earthly Powers He was juſt and-chari- 
table to all Men withour partiality 5 or 
was there any Guile found in him. All the Job. 8.464 
Sermons which he Preache, and the many 
Miracles which he wroughc, were ſo many 
melting and compaſſionate Expreſſions of 


| his immenſe Goodneſs and Mcrcy to the 

| Souls and Bodies of Men: For whoſe ſake. 

sf he was moſt active and induſtrious in all 

the Inſtances of Charity and Bencticence, | 

' and made it þ7s whole Buſineſi to do good. pg..0.38 


Fifthly and Laſtly, What a divine ais whole 


Light and Luſtre did his admirable Ver- #f* is an 


Example of 


{-E tues fend abroad into the World | Even pu, int 
5Þ thoſe which were more peculiar and pri- Goodneſs, - 
| vate to himſelf, became eminent and con- 
| ſpicuous to others, How many Inſtances 
| of his Humility, Meekneſs, Patience, Can- 
| dor, Conſtancy, and Perſeverance in well- 


G 2 doing 
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doing arc yet. upon Record for our Ex- 
ample and Imitation > And in a Word, 
there was not one Paſlage in the whole 
Courſe of his Lite , but Odours of Grace 


and Vcrcue did thereby break forth trom| 
him, to the wonder and aſtoniſhment of f 


Few and Gentile. 
But God having appointed 


D:ſpenſation to be a State of Sufferings, 


and Sorrows and AfMitions 


Portion and Patrimony of Believers ; 


the Goſpel} 
and | 


to be the 


that we' cannot expect (ordinarily ) to be 


happy hereafter 
perfee through Sufferings, 


ſo likewiſe 


{tance in ſome Particulars. 


unleſs we be afflictedf 
bere * Thercfore our bleſſed Saviour to 
encourage us 11 our Warfare , was mad:| 
And as he be 
cane a Pattern for us to exemplifie (a 
octore ) in all thoſe Inſtances of an 4&ir,| 
| and / 
adly, Of 4a Paſſive Oledjzence : To inÞ fubn 

And | 


( I ) Tio our potent and politic AdverÞ 
lary the Devil did frequently affaulc hin 
with various Temptations, and fo attem-F 
per d and gilded his Baits that no leſs thai 
an untainted Innocence , and invincible 
Power could have been able to reſiſt thium:'| 
Yet our blefled Lord did cffectually coun 
ecrmine and defeat all his Proje&s byſ 


Grace and Vertue z by Prayers an Tear} 


rather than force and Violence, 


« 


(2 ) Howſi 


( 
Wert 
him 
wha 
did | 
Aﬀerc 
[1c10 
tho | 


cite: 


| becw 


after 
to th 
Shea 
unlct 
ſecui 
( 


more 


Aﬀtc 
ties, 
bur | 
acure 


him to take away his Lite > 
| whar Patience, Meekneſs , and Humility 
did he fubmic to all thoſe Indignirtes and 
| Aﬀronts, which choſe his reſtleſs and ma- 
| icitons Adverſaries put upon him £ For 
| tho he was Scourg'd & Buffered, Spit upon 
and Revil d, Arraign d,Condemn'd, & Cru- 
| cific: 38 that inamoſt infamous manner too, 
| becween Thieves:(of which more fully here- 
| after ) yet for all that he went as a Lamb 
F to the ſlaughter, and as a Sheep before the 
| Shearers is Dumb, ſo he open'd not his mouth, 
| unleſs it was to pity and pray for his Pers 
*| ſecutors- 
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(2 ) How many thouſands of the Jews 
were every where in Combination againſt 
Yet with 


( 3 ) That he might be ſenſible of, and 


| more deeply affected with our Infirmities 
| and Affictions , he did not only volantarily 
nþ ſubmic himſelf to all che Jawtul Appentes, 


AftcQions , Paſſions, Defircs z Necefti- 


| ties, and natural Inclinations of the Fleſh ; 
+ bur he moſl cheerfully underwent all other 
= acute and perplexing Agontes of Mind and 
| Body , with a patient and entire Submiſſe- 
| on of himfelſ to bis Father's Will ; delig- 
# ning hereby to teach 5 Patience, Meelneſs, 
| and Condeſcention by thoſe things which he 
| ſutfcr'd. 

{ Hence therefore we may learn, ( for the 


| prevention of all Diſcouragcments and De- 


G - Þ ſpons 
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We ate 
taught that 
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2 
example of Tiyht hand , till he had complcated all high arc - 


n:m[eif. 


2Cor.g. 


Agonies, and receiv'd bis Conſummatun eff 10W 
upon the Croſs, By which Means he has| #? 4: 
made our Ingre!s into thar ſtare of eternal} B 
Happineſs more fcaftable, and certain | cs 
VVhcercfore, it ſhould be matter of the | cout 
greateſt Joy tous when we bear his Croſs, | 2cal 
and ſ{uff:.r Perſecutiow for Righteouſneſi paſſe 
Jake 3 eſp" cially if we conſider, that #hj | amp 
light Aflition, which 3s but for a A.þ Wit 


1 ment , ſhall work for us a far more ex-| 'y1S 


ceeding and eternal weight of Glory 5 aud} of t 
this wet Sced-time of Sorrow ſhall be re- | Live 
compenc'd with a Harveſt of Joy: 1m hav 
Ow 80 02 OHV: Yay weeping ( and bear To Pa- | Now 


Pſal. 126, fiently ) we ſhall return with Joy, and bring ; inhe 


Fo 6. 


* our Sheaues with us. thet! 
Beſides, if our innocent Redeemer indu- þ 1 V 
red ſo many Troubles and Tortures , not | _ 
with 


for himſeli butus3 how ſhould we willing- Þ 

ly and chearfully ſubmit to the Wiſdom | 97d 

of divine Providence, when we ſuffer Fx 

mokt juitly for our manifold Tranſgreſfions 2 | PY | 
_ Was} 


aven 
Pal. 
ur 
) We 
lege 
Fox 
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Was he Meck and Patient under thoſe ma- 
ny Tojuries and Affrones , which he every 
where Met With in his Life , and at his 
Death > *Twas doubtleſs for tiits very end 
and purpoſe rhbat we ſhould be fo wn? Did 
the intolerable Burden of the Crols torce 


87 


ad. þ him to Swear both Water and Blood ? He has jc. 19,34 


zergh taught us hereby ro rakenp ours, ( winch 
[ hisÞ arc Icſs burdenſom and afflictive } and fol- 
2 eff | low him, that by Seffering with him we may Rom.17, 
hasþ be alſo glorified together. mm 
rnalþ But co convince us throughly of the Pra- Ani the 
2in, | Qicableneſs of this Do&rine 3 and to en- — S 
the F COUragc us tO be carncft and affectionate”, wo ; 
oſs, | zealous and uniform in our adive and 
vel paſſrve Conformity to the Laws and Ex- 
bx} ample of Chriit - We have 4 Clonud of 
72. Witneſſes; as Prophets, Apoſtles, Mar- 
ex-þ Iyrs, Confcflors , and holy Menin all Azes 
1nd} of the Goſpel, who by their vireucgus 
re-þ| Lives, and innocent and patient Suffcriogs . | 
| have tract the Way beforeus- Who are Te ee 
pa- | now all entred into Bit(s, and ſhall ecernally 
ing | inherit rhe comfortable and ſaving Fruits of 
| their Chriſtian Patience, and Perſeverance 
yg. þ 1n Well-doing. All which divine and cx- 
or þ cellent Examples may intluence our Spirits, 
g- | with the moſt powerful Encouragments 
m | and Incentives to Goodneſs; For we are 
er © molt certain chat we may be eternally hap- 


2 | Py upon the ſame Terms that they are; if 
as - | | 


« I 


we 


LIMI 
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2 Tim. 4. we Fight this good Fight, finiſh our Courſe, Apai 
und keep the Faith , henceforth C withouth &ice 
we may be all peradventure) # laid up for us a Crown ly r 
certainly of Righteonſweſs, &c, Let us ride 07 proſ- | own 


7, & 


Fpey upon peroufly then, becauſe of this ord of Truth | Inſta 
Terms. and Righteouſneſs Ko F3r there's nothing in and 
our Religion but what's poflible to be per-| Con 
form'd ; and the greateſt Difficulcies | mig! 

which attend it > may be conquer'd and} ceſs 
overcome by Diligence and Endeavour. | Bya 

Now it would be of {ingular Uſe and} men 
Advantage , to have the heroic Vertne:, | ſian 

and pious Examples of thoſe holy Men of- | reyc 

ten in our Thoughts , which are gone to we 

. Hcaven before us. For theſe have com-F and 
. monly 2 greater, and more Jaſting Influence | brin 
than their Precepts and Counſels 5 we FT. 

arc nor fo eaſily convinc't by Mens Wordsþ Off 

and Reafonings , as their Lives and Adi-| tur; 

ons : Burt when their Converfations arc | ans 
anſwerable ro their Callings » *cis beyondſ® ( 

diſpute rhey are carneſt; and the moſt con F wit 

clufive Argument to perſwade others} duc 

char them Do&@rine is true, Dx 

Ebris bes To conclude this Point 3 There's nothing} mo 
raught ws Can be more evident then this, Thar Chriſt} wh 


all things our great Prophet has taught us all the on: 


which are 
neceſſary to 


Truths which are neceſſar 


ro be known &® bu! 


be kxown and practiced, with that undeniable Evi Ge 
94 4 dence and Satisfaction ; thar if this Do qu 


ficid. Fr 


3 ©9443. * 


- 


rine be hid, "tis hid to thoſe that areloſkſ| © 
| Again 


L1}NAL 


dy. A 
m3 
f —"_ 
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Apain he has enforc't the Belief and Pra- 
ice of this excellent Religion ( ſo clear- 
ly reveal'd to the Sons of Men ) by his 


| own Example and Authority, in all che. 
| Inſtances of his a@ive and paſſzve Obedience, 


and in compliance with all the Laws and 


-þ Conſtitutions of the Goſpel, Whereunto 


might be added the Experiences and Suc- 


| ceſs of all his faithful Servants in all Ages: 


By all which, ( without any further Enlarge- 


| ment ) we may in a great meaſure under- 
| ſtand whart it is that God has been pleagd ro | 
| reyeal to us by che Spirit of his So ;, that 

we may live comfortably > die happily, 
| and reign with him eternally. Which 


brings me to the - 
24, Branch of our Saviour's Prophes:cal 


| Office; Which imports the reciprocal Re- 
| turns of Love and Duty which be Expe@s 
' and requires from Us: 


Our blefſed Saviour ( herein complying 


with the Frailties of our Nature) has re- ,, 
duc'd all the Fundamental Principles, and 


Duties of Chriſtianity to theſe two Com- 
mon Heads of Repertance, and Faith. Both 
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The Ree 
rs of 

uty which 
ſt ex 
pefts and 


requires 


which, are not only the neceſſary Conditi- from #s- 


{ ons of our preſent and farure happincſs 3 


but do cminently comprehend all thoſe 


| Golpel-Graces and Virtues which muſt 


qualifie and diſpoſe us for the regular dif- 
charge of all the Dutics of our Religion, in 
the 
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the Rewards conſequent to 'em, And for || ,Ff ( 

the prevention of turure Miſtakes, theſe | nd 

may be conſider d either generally, or par- | 2 

"PAW WI ticularly. And ; Do 
As Repen. Ift. By Repentance in general, we muſt | Tex 
eaxce, underſtand the Converſion of the whole | wh 
Aas26.18, Man from Darkzeſs unto Light, and from | Ap 
the Power of Satan unto God : Or 'tis a paſ. | Pi 

- . TT feng from Death unto Life,that we may have | An 
'* "part in the firſt ReſarreFion , over whom | qnj 
the ſecond Death ſhall have no power, = 

Bur more particularly, This D#ty of Re- thy 

pentance conlitts in the Converſion of a | yiz 
| Sinner unto God, That is, when the Pe- | »; 
ji nirent is truly humbled by a hearty ſenſe of, | ys 
and a well grounded ſorrow for all his Sins, | - ſhe 

he applics himſelf wholly to the Mercies of | ax 

God , and the Mcrits of Chriſt , by che | ©} 
excrciſe of a true and lively Faith for their F yie 

Pardon and Forgiveneſs: And hcreupon F pg 

he relo!ves(by the aſſiftance of God's Grace) | hy; 

ro uſe his utmoſt Endcavours againſt all | 1 

Sin and Tempration for the future ; and to | 

obcy all the Commandments of God MF th 

every Aﬀtionand Circumſtance of his Lite. | 

| Thijs Duty of Repeztance muſt be often re- | W 
Thi; Duty peated, not only before, bur after our Cor | 89 
mp = 4 verſion 3 and *cis a neceſlary Principle and Þ ay 
ed, Ingredicnt in tne whole Series of a Chriſti- Þ 
an Converſation ; ſince there's lomerhing E Ig 

Ol fre 


'2 


+ 


2 


hy 
, 


»< 


ye? 
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of Obliquity and Defet in every Wotk 
and Dory. which we do, 

| 2dly, The other Head of Evangelical 
Dodarine 1s Faith, a moſt comprehenſive 


Term, and often us'd in Scripture for the 


whole of Chriſtianity, But the boly 


| Apoſtle deſcribes it to be a vital and active 


Principle of Grace, which worketh by love: 
And in this ſenſe all the Duties of Chriſtt- 
anity ( are by our bleſſed Saviour) reduced 
to this Head: Thou ſhalt love the Lord 
thy God ( faith he ) with all thy Heart , 
with all thy Mind, with all thy Soul, -and 
with all thy Strength , and thy Neighbour 
as thy Self, Hercby implying, that we 
ſhould make thatReturn of Duty unto God, 
as to Love and Honour , Worſhip and 
Obey him with all the Powers and Facul- 
tics of our Souls, and Members of our 
Bodies: That we ſhould ſo love our Neigh- 
bonrs, ( viz, the whole Race of Mankind;) 
as to be juſt and charitable to 'em, in our 
whole Entercourſe and Dealings with 
them : That we ſhould have that tender 
Regard to our own preſent and eternal 
Welfare, as to glorifie God both in our 
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Faith, 
Which 60me 
prehends 
all otber 
Duties, 


Ga!, Fo 6. 


Matth, 23 - 


37z 38,390 


I Cor, 6s 
RO. 


Souls and Bodtes 5 and to keep our Selwes Jam. 1,17 


unſpotted in this world, R 
Thefe are the indiſpenſible Duties of Re- 
ligion Which 'God expeas and rcquircs 
from uss and the gertain Conditions of 
| | Our 
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More pare 
ticularly, 

Of Yue /, le 
wing Faith, 


The Excellency, and Uſefulneſs 
our Happineſs, which ( being faithtully and 
conſcientiouſly perform'd ) will diſpoſe 
and qualifie us for all the Bleſhngs and Pri. 
viledyes of the Goſpel. 
treat of theſe Dutics ſeverally and di. 
ſtinftly ; by which I hope to acquit 


and diſcharge my ſclf of that Task I've un- | 


dertaken. And we begfn 


Iſt, Wirh our Duty to God. And here. | 
by we are obligd to Believe ard Confeſi | 
That there is bur one God, and that there's | 


That he is an infi- } 
nite and immortal Spirit , without Begin- | 


noother beſides Him 5 


ning and without End z That by his inhi- 


nite Power, Wiſdom . and Goodneſs» he | 


has made all things, viſt;le and inviſible, the 


Heavens , the Earth, the Sea, and all} 
We muſt believe alſo, þ 
that he that made 'em doth preferve them | 
and Order | 

that they | 
might all miniſter to his Glory, and the | 
We muſt | 
believe, That he knows all Things ; and is | 
intimarely preſent in all Places ; and that þ 
he 1s the Fountain and Original of all Hap- | 
pineſs and Perfection, of Grace and 
Glory ; That he isa God of infinite Power, | 
Juſtice , Mercy, Truth , Goodncſs, Oc. Þ 
and therefore abundantly able, and freely | 
willing co proteQ our Perſons , and ” pO 
ward |F 


that in them 3s. 


in this excellent Beauty 
wherein they do now confifl ; 


mutual Benefit of one another. 


I ſhall therefore | 


COST II 
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ward all our Endeavours with Temporal, 
$piricual , and ccernal Bleſſings. 

But weare oblig'd ( more particularly ) 
to believe and confeſs » That God has 


| made us Men by Creation ; Chriſtians by 


Redemprtion5 and Candidates of Graceand 


* Glory by SanRtification 5 Father, Son, and 
' Holy Ghoſt, three diftin&t Perſons in the 


Unity of che Divine cfſence, after a ſecret 
and inconceivable Manner, which we muſt 


| believe, bur cannot underſtand. Again we 
* | muſt be/zeve and confeſs, That all things con» 


tain'd in the Holy Scriptares of the Ola and 
New Tcſtaments are the Word and VWill 
of God , reveal'd to the Sons of Men by 


his boly Spirit ; That all the Afrrmations 


thereof are true, both as to the Doctrinal 


- and Hiſtorical parts of them ; and we muſt 


acknow{edge *em to be ſo tho they be 
aboveour Reaſon , and beyond the reach 


| of our hamane Capacities ; that all God's 


Commandments are holy, juſt » and reaſons 


able , and neceſſary ro be obſerv'd and 
* obcy'd, tho' they may ſeem oppoſite to our 
- natural Tempers z and viſtble Intereſts in 
"| this World 5 That all the Promiſes and 
2 Threatnings in Scripture, which concern 
the preſent and furure Welfare and Mi- 


* & ſery of Mankind, (upon the performance or 
= neglect of the Duties and Conditions on 


| Which they are grounded ) ſhall moſt cer- 


tainly 
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this * 


24 
tainly and inevitably come to paſs: For | whic! 
our God is of infinite Veracity » faichful and 
Juſt in his Dealings with us; Heaven and 

Mar, 5.18. Eath ſhall paſs away , but not one Iota of | 


his Word ſhall fail, till all theſe things be 
fulfilled, 

But herein we muſt be cautious , that 
we do not miſtake a naked A4/ert- to the 


Truth of theſe Myſterics, for a Principle of | 
For the Devils do Lelieve all | 
theſe things to be true , aid tremble | 


Jam. 2019. ſaving Faith: 


ls 


think of ic. But that Faith by which we 


Chriſtians ( chrough the infinice Mercies of | 


| God, and the alone Merits of Ctrilt ) do 
The Pro. 

perties of a 

ſaving 

Faith. 


ful Effects, and excellent Fruits of it ; tis 
a lively active Faith ( if it be finccre) moſt 


4rd the TEady to comply with , and willing roobey 


- effe&sof it the whole Will of God, And th13 is the } 


will ap- firſt Inſtance of D#ty which we owe unto | 
pear. God: Namely #o believein him, 

2aly, ( As a necellary and natural Res | 

 ſulc'of a juſttfying and ſaving Fazth) We | 

3 2 arc oblig'd to Love bim above all things | 

ged, Thisis another Branch of Chriſtian Picty, | 


preme Happineſs : For if we do nor love 
God {incerely and devoutly with our whole 
Hearts, Wills , and AﬀcRtons in this Life, 


'ris morally impoſlible that we ſhould en- | 
joy him in che other, Now the 24075ves by F 
which | 


expect Salvation, muſt appear in rhe power- | 


tions 
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which we are indac'd to love the things of - 


this World, with any comperent Delighe 
and Satisfaction z arc eirher the excellent 


Qualicies of the Things themſelves, or. 


5s for the ſake of the Benefits and Advan- 


| rages which we reccive from rhcm, and by 
them : Bur we are moſt efpecially oblig'd 


to love God-in both Reſpedts. And 
( 1 ). Becauſe he | | 
lovely in himſelf: For all the ſcatter 


admire in the Creatures , are but Emana- 


' tions from 4 and imperfet 'Adumbrations 
of that infimite Perfeftion z, which the bos+ 


ly Angels and Saints glorified do contcm< 
plate in Godz a Happineſs which above 
all things we ſhould aſpire to, 4rd deſire 
to enjoy : How ſhould onr Souls be 
charm'd and delighted with che incompa- 
rable Exccllencics of the Divine Nature ! 
how ſhould we be raviſht and cranſporred 
with Exſtaſtes of Joy and Wonder , fince 
we may ( upon certain eafie Conditions ) 
more fully comprehend , and perfetly en- 


joy all choſe wonderful Endearmenrs of 


Love and Beauty hereafter , which (-even 


now ) ſhine ſo conſpicuouſly in all God's 


glorious Attributes and Actions 2 
( 2.) God is not only infinitely lovely 
In himſelt z which ſhould oblige us to love 
and admire him ( even for the lake of his 
own 


Whom we 
mult love, 


is Moſt amiable and _ For "the 
J " ſake of bis 


0 « 031 Exe 
' Excellencies which we are apt to loveand lencies. 


And for 
the Bene- 


fits beftow- 
ed 


The Excellency, and Uſefulneſs 
own Excellencies ) above all the tranſitory 
Delights, Riches, and Honours of this 
World : But we muſt love him above 
all things becauſe he is moſt bereficial and 
bountiful to #s , in beſtowing his innume- 
rable Bleffings and Benefits upon us- To 
inſtance ina few amongſt many Particu- 
lars And 
On ow Firſt, Man isthe Epitome of the whole 
Bode. Creation, a Compound of Heaven and 
Pial. 139. Earth ;, little lower than the Angels ; and 
on yet far tranſcending all the reſt of the 
Pſal. 8. s, Creatures : He 7s fearfully and wonder- 
6. fully made, as to the curivus and admis 
rable Structure of his Body , for which the 
divine Providence has made a liberal Pro- 
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| Pſal, 100. 
3» 


vilion for its ſupport and comfort s rot | 
only for its Being, bur alſo for its Well-be- | 
ing, And we of this Nation eſpecially, 
have been moſt fignally happy inthe enjoys | 


ment of public Peace and Plenty for ſeve- 


ral years : Our Lot is caſt in a good ground: | 
We have the Advantages of a fruitful and | 
generous Soil, which atfords all chings ne- | 
ecſlary and convenient for Food and Rai- | 
ment, for Phyſick and Delight, Weare | 
bleſt wich a temperate Air 5 fruitful Sea- | 
ſons ; Convenicncics for Tratffick, yet ſe- | 
cure and tree from Invaſion ; a well con- | 
ſtiruted Government ;z a wiſe and merciful | 
good | 
Laws | 


Prince, whom God long preſerve 3 


4 aaY' a4” *# 
as >. 


_ ” 
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Laws, and duly adminiſtred, for the Peace 
and Bencfitof the Subject, Bur then 
Secondly, We arc far more tranſcens 
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And o8f 


dently happy in our Precious and immor- $6445; 


tal Souls, if we conſider thoſe admirable 
Facuicics of Underſtanding, V4 ill, Memory, 
A/ﬀcaions,@nc, and all cheir excellent Tems 
pers and Diſpofitions which God Almigh= 


| ty has ſtampe wich the Signature and Im- 


prefſions of his own Divinity 3 the love of 
Goodneſs, and che knowledge of che Truth. 
And the? our Faculties were extremely ob- 
{curd and deprav'd by our miſcrable Fall in 
Adam ; yet God has been wondertaliy gras 
cious ta us, i# ſemnding his dearly belowed 
Son into the World s ( as we have ſeen at 


large before ) thereby repazrirg al our Dee 


feFs , and making up the Breach between 


| God and us, upon the gentle and ealie 


| Conditions of Faith and Repentarce, And 


| tocenforce all the ſaving Methods of Grace 


| and Mercy , he is pleas'd co vouchfate un- 
| © us the bountiful A{ſeſtarce of his holy 
| $p3rit , by whoſe Operation and Influence 
| we are Preierv'd ( in a great Meaſure ) 
| from Sin and Temptation ; and enabl'd to 
| Perform all our Duties to God's Glory, 
| and for the mutual Comfort and Benefit of 
| our ſelves and others. We have all the 
 blefled Advantages of his holy Word and 
| Sacraments ; and he has inftitured and ap- 


H Pointed 
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Iſao 1. 4: 
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Pointed an Order of Men to miniffer jr 
Chriſt's ttead , and to be Ambaſſadors tg 
{olicite our Peace, and r«<conciie us yn. 
to his Grace and Favour, And belides ;j1 
this, we are certain ( it we be 2009 Chi. 
ſtians) that we ſha!l not only liv c« .n:for. 
tably hure ; butour So#/s {hill be ki pt in 
ſatc Cuttody atter Dcat:: 5 hat Our 2» 
dies ſhall bc rais'd from the Grave, and 
b. united to our Sonls 5 aid 714 God 
will bz{itow on us chat glorious Kinzon 
which he has prcpar'd and Purchaſed for 
us 3 where we ſhall perfectly enjoy all 
thoſe never failing Pleatures ( without the 
leaſt Allay or Diſcompoſure ) which our 
Hearts can dcfirc or hope for, 


Tivs, the Divine Providence has made} 
a wonderful Proviion for our Sozls and 


Bodies ; that we may live comfortably 


here, and {if we be not wanting to ourf 
ſelves } be happy for ever : And what couli| 
our gra: ins God have done more for tis| 


Vineyard then he has done for us > Can any 
heart then be ſo callous and imPenctrable, 
25 nur to be influenc'd and atic&td with 
ſuch admirable Endearments and Charm; 


of Beauty, Love, and Mercy as theſeÞ 
How ſhould we flviy cherefore andÞ 


are £2 


— 
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endeavour ( as we 2re molt ſtriftly oblig'(Þ 
in Duty and Gre i'4:. ) ro pleaſe nim in} 
all thiugs, and contorm the whole Man to| 
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his gracious and reaſonable Commands 2 
How ſhould we love him with the grea- 
teſt fervency of Aﬀeion , ſo as to de- 
ire ( above all things ) to enjoy him in 
all the Diſpenſarions of his Grace and Glo- 
ry ? Etpecially if we contider, that there 
can be no Duty » nor Vertue , nor Grace 


| acccPtable to God , unleis it be tounded 


in} and flow from a Principle of Love, 
Since then , our Love to God is a Duty 


amine che S7-cerity of it, Which may be un- 
that he hares 3 and make ir our ciiet Bufſt- 


ncls and Delight to have a holy Encer- 
courle wich him, in all the Dutics and Ot- 


| fices of Religion ; and we ſhall ſtudy to 


avoid all choſe Sins and TemPrarions(as che 


| very Plague and Fircbrandsof Hell, )which 


hall at any time interrupt or binder us 
in our Duty: We ſhall be more zcaious 
tor God's Glory , then our own Intercſt 5 
and be carefulin all our Ways to do the 
Will and the Work of our Heavenly Fa- 
ther : We ſhall be ready and ditpos'd to 
forſake all things that are moſt dear to us 


, In this World tor hisſake, and the whole 
| Bent and Tendency of our Lives will be a 
{ full Demonſtrarion of the ſincerity of onr 


AjeFonto him. 


H 2 A Miſtaxe 


The fine 


of lo great Importance ; let usa lictle ex- cri of 


thts Duty 


". examia'd 
| derftood by ſuch Properties as theſc: For it 


| our Love be ſincere, we ſhall hare cvery thing 


H 
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A Miſtake herem wonld prove of infinite 
Conſequence to ns , (which has caus d me 
co be more expreſs in rhe handling of cos 
Point) fo that we arc higaly concern'd tobe 
very inquuitive abont the Nature and Pros 

-rt1CS-Of OW Lowe na God 1n Chris. wich 
re the natural and ne :eflary E tc &t 5 O! 4 

fa*ins Frith , and the very Source and 
Foundation of all Religzon: For if we 
have thcſe worthy thoughts 1n « ar Minds 
concerning the Eilence and Attrivutcs of 
Gn , and his Bencfits to us , Which bes 
coine the Perfection of the Divine Natiire, 
his Soveratznty over ns, and our Depen- 
dance vpon tnims if we love him as the 
Author of all that Happineſs wich we en- 
Joy and hope for, Then 

2 ) We ſhall eltecm and Homur him, 


+5469 bam be his Majcfty and Mercy, his Power and 


Gnodnels, &c. nar only i inwardly in our 
Hearts, by conceiving always worthy 
Thoughts of him in our Minds, (where all 
true Love 1 orounded ) bur allo outward- 
iv 111 Our Demeanour 413d Carriage LO- 
wards him, in all our Words and Acti- 
ons: 272, By acknowledging our whole Des 

pendance npon him , and Praying unto him 
for che ſupply of all our temporal and | 
Spirit 02 2 Wants ; by paving him the juſt Þ 

Iribuce of Thank ſulne(s for his manifold F 


Souls 


who! 


( 


WOl'y 

20. 

tits: 
01) 

1D 
dy £ 
ſeri: 
Ket D 
of th 
141194 
to al 
mott 
and 

and 
Wot 


| Conr 


the F 


| and} 
| fular 


(-/ 


US tO 


ficier 
Pow 
lar. 
and 
Wat 


; | tire] 


- liver: 


! Dang 


\Acrcics and ÞBlclhngs beftow'd upon our wot} 


bf 
WP 
LE 
4% 


of the Chriſtian Religion, 8&c. 


Souls and Bodics 5 in Hearing, Reading , 
in: Meditating on his Word, with a (crions 
iic..102n0 of Mind, and fervency of Aﬀec ti- 
00.3 1n recclving the holy Sacraments with 
1Diſpoitcton of Soul, and a Poſture of Bo- 
dy corretpondent to thoſe ſtupendous My- 
tcrics ; 10 Sandtitying his Sabbaths, and 
keeping with due Obſcrvance the Feſtivals 
of the Churchyin allowing a competent Main= 
ruinance, © a dutiful keſpet and Obedience 
to all his Minifters and Vicegerents; in pro- 
moting holy Conferences with ts Ciudren 
and Scrvants» for the mutual Edification 
and Comtort of one anothcr. And in a 
Word , by being zealous in the whole 
| Conrſe of our Lives for the Enlargument of 
| the Boundaries of his Kingdom of Grace 
| and Righteouſneſs, as it becomes His dutl- 
| fuland Obedient Children. 

( 4 ) This Temper of Mind will oblige 
| Us to depend upon him , and to repoſe our 
| whole Traſ# and Confidence in his All-ſut- 
| ficiency 11 general 3 and in his Vifdom, 
| Power , Goodneſs and Mercy 1n particu- 
| lar, Always praying unto him carneft] 

| and devourly for the ſupply of all our 
| Wants, ( as bcforc ) and depending en- 
| tircly on him, for protcdtion in, and de- 
* liverance from all Temptations , Sin, and 
| Danger; and humbly ſubmitting our {clves 


- 


| to the determination of his VYyifdom and 


« \ 


H 3 Frovt- 
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Providence , for the diſpoſing of us and 
our Concernments to his owi: Glory and 
our Good. In which holy Confidence we 
ſhall reſt ſecure and fate, and nothing 
ſhall be able co Yifturb or interrupt our 
Quiet: And whateverour Condi:ton be in 
this Lite , we thall enjoy a Heaver upon 
Earth 1a che Peace of a good Conlcicnce, 


wiich "to anuprizhe man ) 1s more preci-f 


ous than Rubies, and much more valuable 
than all the Treaſures of the Eaſt, 
4.3y ow (5 ) Our pi2us Reflexions upon thoſe 
filial Fear Infinite Expreſſions of Gods Love and 
4 —_ Bounty, &c. hould poſſeſs us with ay 
"6%  awlul Regard to, and Fear of offcnding 
Him- And we have many powertn] In- 
forcements to perſwade us to a {tric Per- 
formance of chis Duty : For che infinite- 
Pal. 139, Iy wiſe God obſerves all our Actions , hears 


i191, and conſiders all cur Words , and ſcesourf 


very Thoughts and Inclinations ; they arc 


all regiſtred in bis Book , and will infall-| 


bly be brought to Account, cicher to our 
Conſolation, or Condemnation at the day 
of Judgement. 


Bury where the Fear of God is truly fixy| 
tis the Spring of all other Dates ; tie 
Watch-port and Centinel of che Soul to 
&CCP our Temprations 5 and 1n Scripruref 
Language comprehends the whole Duty off 
Man This Duty is of chat abſolute Impor} 


F<c. $2,123 
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| {or eVcr. 


ance , that the Chriſtian who truly Fears 
God , has nocaulc to be atraid of any thing 
belides: For God can retirain the Power 
20d Malice of Devils' and wicked Men, 


when and how he pleaſes; and #24ke our 


grcateſt Enemies to be at Peace with us. 
Tioſe remporal AﬀMiRions which the righ- 
tcous ſuffer , are bur fatherly Chaſtiſe- 
mentS3 tor the tryal and improvement of 
their Graces 4 or the Puniſhment of their 
Sins for a time, that they may not pcriih 
Hence it 15, that our blecfled $a- 
viour exhorts us #:# to Fear thoſe that car 
kill the Body only, ( tor that's che worſt 
they can do, fince oar Souls are out of 
their reach, ) gut rather ſear him that can 
kill both Seul and Body in Hell 

Tis no matter then, whether the World 


imile or frown 01 us: Por it we fear God 


as SONS , out of a true Principle of Love 
and Obedience, ic will exempt us from 
all other Fears ; our Sonls ſhall dwell at eaſc, 
and if God be with us , who can be agai-'ſt 
ar, 

From all which it may be reaſonably in- 
fer d, ( onthe contrary ) That *tis adread 
ful thing to fall into the hands of the 1;- 
Ting God : For who ſhall juxand before the 
Lord when be is angry , or be able to con- 
fic with everlaſting burnings > Whar 


cauſe then have the Atheiſts > and all 
im- 
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impenitent P-rfons ro be afraid 2 eſpecial. 
ly it they conſider thac Vengeance does 
evcry where await them , nor can they be 
ſecure one Moment from D«<ſtraGion, 


Thoſe that will not repent of toctr Sins, | 


and reverence their heavenly Fathcr ay 


Sons; ſhall be caſt out of his Preſence as | 
Creto! al. fe 


Slaves, and have their etcrn: 


iD 


oy 


A 


fizn'd 'em with the Devil and his Angels, 
Wherefore ler the beſt of Men tremble 
at God's judgements, and flic from all 
Occaſions and LTemprarions of Siming : 
For fince to live and die in the ]caii Sin 


unrepented of is damnable , and if the | 
Ezck.3-20 pjohteons Mar depart from his Righteonf. 


the 


eſs , all his former Piety and Yertue jjall 


Apoſtacy and Diſubedicnce: 


have we then to be watchfn] ovcr our | 
ſelves, and ſerve the Lord with tear all | 
the dayes of our Life, that we may not | 
be afraid of his Judgements at the hour of | 


ſtand him in no fiead but the heavy Vrath 
of God muſt fall on him for his wilful | 


What cauſe 


Death, or in the great day of Account? 


(6) And Laſtly, If God's Spirit wit | 
nefs with our Spirits that we have ther Re- | 
pented of our former Sins, and do fincere- þ 
ly reſolve to abandon*cm for the future z it Þ 
we ſtedfaſtly believe all thoſe neceſſary and | 
ſaving Truths, which God has been pleas'd | 
£0 reveal to as by the Spirir of his __ | 
| ana = 
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1nd reſtifie the ſincerity of our Faith by 
the genuine Fruits and Effects of ir 5 ifour 
Love towards God be attended with thoſe 
neceſſary and excellent Properties which I 


have mention'd $ if we Pray devoutly and 
| humbly, and patiently ſ#bmit to God's wile 
| and gracious Diſpoſals : it we be afraid to 


offend him , and be willing to quit all our 


 Intercfts in this World , and die a thou- 


{and Deaths rather than wilfally tranſgreſs 
the leaſt of his Commands ; we may un- 
doubtedly ( upon theſe Conditions ) cheer- 
fully and comfortably expecF and hope for 
the happy Accompliſhment of all the Pro- 
miſes of the Goſpel, to-our endleſs Joy 
and unſpeakable Felicity, Yet here I muſt 
note to you , that we muſt. by no means 
depend upon the Efficacy of the Duties 
themſelves 3 ( tho' they ſhould never be 


| neglected ) but on the infinite Mercy 
of God in Chriſt, for the comfortable ſuc- 


ceſs of all our pions Endeavours. Theſe 
are the Principal Duties of Prety we owe 
unto God , which he indiſpenfibly requires 
of all Chriſtians, and muſt be caretully 
and conſcientiouſly perform'd by all thoſe, 
who expe? and hope for the admirable 


| Bleſhngs and Priviledges of the Goſpel. And 
as theſe excellent Dutzes muſt by no Means 


be neglected, So 
| On 


0 
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On the contrary, we are obii2'd under 
the ſevereft Pcnaities of H<-ll and Damna-. 


gerous and 10", tO avoid and abandon the Sins of 
damnable. 4theiſm , Polztheiſm , plaſpheay , Tdola- 


try, prophane Swearing, Lying, Sacriledge, 
Covetonſneſi, the negle@ or contempt of | 
God's Worſhip. Word, Sacraments, Servi- 
ces, Days, groundleſs Preſumption , Dif. | 
truſt, Diſpair , &c. All which ſcarlet 
Sins are highly diſhonourable to God ; re- 
fleet a Scandal upon our excellent Rel. | 
gion , will deprive thoſe Mifcreants of all 
the rational Pleaſures of the Soul g and 
without 2 ſincere Repentance and Retlor- 
mation of Life, they] forfcit rheir Tittle to 
cternal Happineſs: And thole Penalties 
( which I mention'd before ) ſhall be their 
juſt Portion and Punihment in another | 
World, We paſs forward to the 

24. Duty, which our bleſſed Saviour 
has cnjoyn'd and recommended for the | 
Attainment of his Grace and Glory: Name- | 
ly, that which has a peculiar reference to | 
our Selves: Which Duty Confiſts in. the 
prudent and virtuous Condut of our | 
Lives 3 eſpecially in the Aﬀairs and Buſi- | 
neſs of Religion : And ſince this muſt | 
needs highly concern us; *ewill admit of a þ 
ſcrious and impartial Conſideration. E 

Now Chriſtian Prudence ( of which I 
ſhall give you an account in the firſt _—__ | 
Will E 
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der | vill beof neceffary uſe and advantage to Ee 
na- .Þ gjire& and further us in this Duty, This =2 neceſ- 


Of | Yirrue will reach us ro guvern our ſelves ſary #/e for 
la. according tro Gud'sVVord:and the Dictates —_— 
ge, | of ſober Reaſon ; and prevail with vs by , :þ 
* of | degrees to conform all the Actions, and At- wholeMaus 
v4 | jetions borh of the outward , and inward | 
ſ- | man co the Pattern of Chriſt , that we may 
1t | notonly be morally virtuous, bt receive of 
re-. | his abundant fulneſs grace for grace. He 
li- | thar is truly prudent in the government of 
all | himſelf, will uſe his utmoſt endeavour to 
nd F abſtain from all Sins, of all ſorts ; and ſtu- 
Or* | dy { inevery undertaking ) to make choice 
'0 | of thebeſt Ends and moſt efftectual Way 
77 | and Means of obtaining them : He will be 
elr | carciul not only to improve every Opportu- 
cr | nity for the bettering of himſelf 3 bat ftu- 
diouſly avoid every Occaſion and Tempra- 
ur | tion of {inning which may interrupt his Pro- 
be | egreſs and Proficiency in Grace and Virtue- 
& | Now by this diſcreet Procedure in the 
th prudent Conant of our Sclvesy we ſhall in 
| ſome degree reſcmble the infinitcly wiſe 
if God, who acts and contrives all things 
i- | according to the Dictarcs of Wiſdom and 
tt Prudexce ; and are hereby diſtinguithe from 
Þ al) ſublunary Beings , who have no other 
| Light nor Laws to dire *'cm bur choſe of 
[F natural Inſtin@, 


John JI-IS, 


This 
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| Thus in genera] as Creatures en:ineq 
with Religion and Reaſon , we are oblig 
( that we may procced to tie Acqueſt of 
Virtue, and perform all the D#tzes of Chii. 


any conſiderable Let or Diſtraction ) tg 


ſubje& all che Appetites, Affetions , Pat: | 5 


| flons, and Inclinations both of the Soul 
and Body to the Empire of Reaſon s and 


by the prudent, deliberate , and conſcicnti- | 


ous guidance rhereof,, we ſhall be able to 
corrc& and ſubdue the Extravagancies of 
corrupt Nature, and grow more manly in 
the Government of our Selves , as ſuber 
Judgement, and Gods infallible Word 
ſhall direct us. 

Thus , when we have reduc'd the ſu- 
perior Facu{tics of the Sou] to chis Order 
and Harmony; ſo, that our Underftand- 


ings dictate aright, and our VVills are con- | 
formable to thoſe Laws and Rules which | 


are preſcribd by an unbyaſs'd and unpreju- 


dic'd Underſtanding; when our AﬀeGions | 


and Appetites are ſubje& to our Reaſon, 


and have a direct Tendency to theſe Ob- } 


jets, in the Enjoyment whereof true, 
real and ſubſtancial Satisfation can only 


be expected ; then it is that we govern | 


a 


our ſelves prudently y and all is calm and | 
Then we adt regularly, | 
as it becomes Men and Chriſtians who Þ 
are | 


quiet witizin us: 


b "IT" 


0] 
arE 1 


ration 
rel 


1rt1 | holi)y 
ſttaniry cheertully and vigorouſly, without | 
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ire 10 the purſuit of gencrons Ends by 
-acional Means and Methods, and make it 
their chick Buſineſs and Delight to live 


| holily and vertnouſly here , chat they may 


be glorious and happy for ever, And thus 
much of Chriſtian Prudence, which is of 


| general and neccfary ule for the govern- 


ment of the whole Man in the Ways of 
Religion, We deſcend to the particular 
Virtues which ſpring and flow from it. 
The Souls and Bodies of Men are the 
conſticuent Parts of themſelves ; which by 
the Laws of: Nature and Chriſtianity , we 
are moſt cf{pecially oblig'd ro love and 
take care for- And this muſt be done, 
(1 ) by repeling all Injuries and Incon- 
veniencies which may tend co the Ruiae or 
Prejudice of either: And this imports an 
Abſtinence from, and a hearty Abhorrence 


. OfallSin, ( 2 ) By conſulting and 1nfor- 


cing all the prudent and rational Means 
and Methods which may conduce to our 


comfortable ſubſiſtence in this World , 


and will diſpoſe and qualific us for the Im- 
ployment and Happineſs of that State which 
we hope for ina better, 

Now, theſc virtuous and vitious Difpo= 


3 ſitions, are cither ſuch as reſpe& the Hap- 
= pincſs and Miſery of the whole Man ; as 
” Sobriety and Moderation : Or they have 4 


| | more peculiar reſpec z ſorac to the Souls, 


others 
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| others to the Bodzes of Mer diſtizaly, uw 
4p We ſhall creat of all cheſe ſeverally, and in Þ| And 
| Order. And we begin voſu 
| The. Firſt, With Sobriety or Moderation, || tion: 
twe if So. Thee twin-Virtues ( which we ſhall han. || ( : 
-— Se dle together ) are of ſpecial uſe and im- | they 
py be portance for the Government of all the F2- | ſhot 
Govern. Cultics , Aﬀe@ions , Delires , and Appe. | «jc 
men both tites of the whole Man 3 that wc may be | vid 
f ©oul and | | | 
Body, Able to confine them ro thofe due Bounds | plea 
and Meaſures, which Chriſtian Prudence | jjoh 
has aſhan'd tiiem, 

And if we be truly ſober and moderate, 
we ſhall not be ſtudious to indulge and 
pleaſe thoſe Apperites and Paſſions, which 
are always ready to comply with every 
Sin and Temptation , to the great difquict 
and prejudice of our rational Powers : For 
it we {indy to pleaſe ard gratifie our Pa- 
Jates with delicate Meats and Drinks the 
Touch with Softncſs and Eficminacy ; the | 
Eye with fair and gaudy Shows ; the Ear 
With harmonious and pleatant Sounds ; the 
Smell with fragrant & coltly Perfumes: Oc 
Such Allurements as theſe do fo influence 
and bewicch the ſenſual Apperites and | 
Paſſions , that the Reaſon and Judgement 
will be torcd not only to quir cheir Domt- 
nion and Authority ; buc they become ſub» 
ſervient to all che baſe Ends and Defigns, F ho 
which theſe imperious and domineering | Inc 

Ulſurpers 
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Nurpers ſhall deſire *'em to comply with. 
And what can be expected in this Diſcom- 
poſure , but a fruicleſs varicty of ExpeQa- 
rions and Difappointments £ It chen we 
ſet a greater value on ctheſ2 Things then 
they are capableof, *cis impoſſible that we 
ſhould be ſatisfied wirh 'em whenever We 
enjoy them - For *cis moſt notoriouſly 


evident > Thar no man has thac guſt and 


pleaſure in the Acquefſt of worldly De- 


lights , which he propounded to himſelf 


and fo eagerly expected whilſt he was 1n 
purſuit atrer them, Beſides tis confide- 
rable , chac all the things of this World 
are flizting and tranſitory z and in a few 
Years ( Perhaps in a few Minutes ) we 
ſhall be (tript naked of every thing we pol- 
ſeſs, excePt the. good or bad Qualities and 


' Ditpoſitions of our Souls: Now tf it 


ſhonuid happen when we come to die, that 
our Souls ſhontd be hankering after the 
Plcaſures of Scnte , we ſhould carry our 
Aticctons into another World, and leave 
their Obje&ts bebind us. And judge ye, 
in what a milcrable tare and Condition 
thoſe Poor Creatures will be in , who de- 
Part this Lite with ſach Apperites and Af- 
tcCtions as theſe. | 
Therefore, (upon theſe Conſiderations ) 
how ſhould we prot ortion our Defires and 
Inclinations to the value ot thoſe things 
we 


are delightcd and pleas d with, And the 
Enjoymencs of this World ſhould only 
affc& us ſo far, as they become ſubſcryi- 
ent to the things of God , and the ratio- 
nal and intellectual Pleaſures of the Soul ; 
and till our Afﬀcections be thrs cultivated 
by Grace and Virtue, we can have no true 
Reliſh of Spiritual and Heavenly Delights: 


For if we dcvote our f{clves to the Plea. 


ſfarcs of Scnſe, they cannot fatisfie 
the Dcfires of the Soul, bur do only 
comply with and indulge the bound- 
lels and extravagant Apperites of the 
Body. 

Hence then it maſt nceds follow by the 
Rule of Contraries ;, that che ſtare and con 
dition of wicked and 7ntemperite Men tn 
this VVorld ( who being inflav'd by their 


Luſts and Appetitcs ) arc like a Veſſel in | 
the midſt of a rugged and tempeſtuous | 
Sea, which is in danger to be ſhipwrackt | 
by every Wind aud 'vVave, by every Luk | 
A thouſand croſs Ac« | 
 cidents (both within and wichout ) do cor Þþ 
tinually perplex and rorment 'em , which 
Fleſh and Bloud are not able to encounter 
nor endure; and to add to their _ ; 
they are alwayecs attended with a ſacceſlr.| 
on of new and unexpeRed Miſchicfs, This | 
iS the worſt parc of Hell, and far more Þ 
perplexing than whole Legions of infernal | 
Ficnds Þ 


and Tcmprarion - 
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{ Harbingers, which ( by the Affiltance of 
| Gods Grace ) do diſpoſe and qualifie a 
| Chriſtian for all other Yirtzes 3 and there 
| muſt be a concurrence of 'em all to make 
1 truly -wife and truly good, Weſhall 
| 1ow deſcend to Particulars: And treat di-  Partt6«- 


| ic Body, Thoſe of the former Rankare 4; 
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Fiends without them : Since rhen , theſe 
ruitiſh Paſſeons have ſuch a miſchievous 
Influence, tro turn Angels into Devils 5 
how can any Man hope to be happy, fo 
long as he ſuffers ſuch Fxrzes to rule and 
reign over him > There's no way there- 
fore ro be at Peace with God, and Man, 
2nd our own Conſctences 3 but by ſubdu- 


«'Þ ins our ſenſual Appetites and Pailions 


ind reducing 'em by Sobriety and Modera- 
tion under the Empire and Soveraignty of 
rectified Reaſon and Religion : * Otherwile, 
if twere poſſible that we ſhould be in Kiea- 
ven with ſuch uneaſie and troubleſome 


| Companions, we ſhould find noching there 


pleaſe us ; bur be rather deſirous to re= 


turn into the lower Vorld, to rea& theſe 


ſenſual Pleaſures which are moſt correſpon- 


| dant to our bruitiſh Tempers and Inclinari- 


Thus» Sobriety and Moderation arc the 


lar Vertues 


| .intly, (1) Of the Yertxes which do relating 
nore wmmediarly reſpect the Soul, And more ptche 
| . 2) Of thoſe which are moſt peculiar to #272 


the Souls 


i 1ſt, Hea- 
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1. He: 


I fe. Heavenly-mrindedneſs. Tic Soul of 


verly-1e MAN was a dircet and natural Tendency ty 


aed, TIER 


we aipirc O00; 


the Place trom wRenc. tt 4crIves its Origi. 
al; And ino our Bovtrs be pollucd with 
fin, and the Facultics of our Soxls Cilia 
at;d tctcer'd by the fcnſual H&ppccites and 
Paſſions here below 5 yer they 1 (row and 
then ) endeavour to difuucangl. c.em(cives 
from cloſe Confincments, cfpectaliy when 
prompted thercunio by the Motions of 
God's holy Spirit and the Affiitances of 
Keligion, » 

Obr own Experience will inform us, 
That the Things of this World ( whichare 
uſually eſteentd and valucd by worldly 
minded men ) are not ealily got, difficult 
to keep , aid do often procure ſo much 
Malice, Envy, and Danger to thoſe that 
poilels ct:em, that the Worldling? $ life can 
be no other than a continged Scries of 
Trouble and Diſcompoſure - But choſe 
wio have no oiner Aims than the neceſ- 
ſary Supplics of Nacurc, and ate not af- 
fected with the fruitleſs Vanity of being 
rich or honouradle 11 his VVorld ; bu: 
place ther whole Dcflires an Dclights in 


the exerciic of Picty and Vi:mec, "aud in 
 Conrtcmplation of the Riches of Gods Grace Þ 
in Coriit, and thac future Happineſs which Þ 
Thoſe heavenly minded 
Chriftians ( I ſey ) who have arrivd a Þ 
this Þ 
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this divine Frame and Temper of Mind, 
do trample upon all the lictle Projects and 
Foolerics of this VVorld ; enjoy a Heaven 
gpon Earth; and live liccle leſs than the Life 
of glorified Angels and Sajnts , whilſt by a 
Mind content wich little, they imitate their 
want of nothing, 

| Now, this Heavenly Diſpoſztion is moſt 
ſurable and correſpondent to the Genius 
and Spirit of QCairiſtianity, and the 
Do@rine and Example of our bleſſed Sa- 
viour : VWho commands us to Pray, not 
for Delicacies and Superfluitics to pamper 
and pleaſe our wanton Curiulity ; ( and if 
they are not to be prai'd for, they are 
wot worth the having ) but for daily 
Bread , and ſuch Accomodations of Life, 
as may keep our Bodies 1n Heal:h , thar 


| they may be fit for Acton , and more ſer- 


viceable to the Soul, VVhen we ve rais'd 


| our Faculties to this Pitch of Purity and 
*| Holineſs, twill be no difficult Task to 
part with our Farchers, Mothers, Wives, 
Children, the deareſt Friends and Rela- 

tives, Houſes, Lands, and whatever elſe 
may be eſteemed valuable in this World; 
| if they ſhould come in Competition with 
| Chriſt , and the intereſt of our prectous 
| and immortal Souls, Ina word, this hea- 
venly Frame and Temper of mind and Spi- 


rit, will tcach us to bear with A” 
4 all 


all the croſs Accidents which may happen 
to our Pcrſans and Poſſcſſions : For there' 
nothing can fall amiſs ro thar Perſon tha 
is divinely difposd. And if ic ſhould & 
happen that our Enemies break open the 
Cagcs of our Bo41es, ( which is the worſ 
they can do ) they will make the more ſate 
and expedite Paſſage for our Souls , into 
thoſe peaceable Regions of Bliſs and lm- 
mortality. Thus as the Sox is in, bur not 
of the Body 5 ſo Heavenly minded Men 
may be in , but not of the VVorld : But 
with paſſionate Groans and Cries, ( yet 
always ſubmicting to the Will and Wil- 


fo be with Chriſt , which is ſar better. 
Humility, 24ly, The next Virtue which is of ne- 


the ways of Relzgion, is Humility. I have 
rouchr that Branch of it already which re- 
Jatcs immediatly tro God : I ſhall confider 
it here, as it has a more Peculiar rcference 
 tooUT Selves, Now this Yirtze confilts in 
having a lowly and modeſt Opinion of our 
Perſons, Acquiſitions, Mcrits, and Endow- 
ments both of Body and Mind , and being 


. reſolving all , what weare, and what we 
have, into the Grace and Mercy of God in 
Chriſt, This Hxmility will teach us to 


ltar- 
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Phil. 1,23- dom of God ) they deſire to be difſoly'd and | 


ceſlary uſe for the conduct of our Soxls in | 


content that all others ſhould have foto; | 


awell at home, and converſe more fami- | 
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| Vertue : 
| amples of our blcifed Saviour 
| Apoſtles ; which are written every where 
in che New Teſtament in ſuch lively and 
| legible Charadtcrs , 
| ſtance in Particulars: 
| Angels alſo for our Patterns; who(tho chey 
| be advanc'd to the higheſt Pinacle of Ho- 
| nour and Happineſs, yet ) are miniſtring Heb, 1.14, 
| Spirits to the Sons of Men, for their Veal 
| and Preſervation. 
| ded the admirable Examples of the Church 
| of Chriſt in all Ages ; and what her Mcm- 
{ bers have done and ſuffer'd for God's Glo- 
E Iy in the Defence of , and for the Eſta- 
| bliſkment of the Chriſtiar Religion, rue 
| £3 1 


larly with our Selves: And indeed if we 
crioutly refle&t upon, and conſider all the 
Deficiencies , Follies and Indilcretions in 
our beſt Performances ; the Ignorance and 
Errours of our Judgemencs; the Perverl(- 
neſs of our Wills ; the Deics of our Mans 
jers 5 the Ommiſſions of our Dxtzes both 
to God and Man, wt 1c 1 we are inceſſantly 
guilty of ; we ſhall have ſufficient Grounds 
tocorredt and ſubdue the proud and inſo- 
[mt Concctcs of our haughty and ambict. 
ous SPITtts, and ſubmic to the meaneſt Of- 
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fices and Imployinents> #2 Honour prefer- Roms 13; 


| ring one another. 


To enforce the Practice of this excellent 
We have the concurrent Ex» 
and his 


that I need not in- 


VVe have che holy 


To which may be ad- 


Io, 


Mateo 23s 
L2s 


if we aPPly rheſe things ſcriouily io onr 
Selves 3 we ſhall appear itk- io many 
Lamps 1n che Sight of the Sun ; and thoſe 
lictle remains of VWiſd::m, and the fond 
Conceits which we are { aPt to admire in 
our ſclves, and undervaſue 1n otiters, 
would expire and vanith: A moudeſt Hum. 
lity and Self: denial would take Poſlcfſion 
of our Minds and $pirits , and rhe k ffs 
Of it would appear 1n our Whole Enter: 
courſe with, and dePortment towards one 
another. 

Again, 'tis reaſonable to confider ; that 
wharever weare, and whatever we have, 
( our Beings and Well-beings) are the im- 
mediate Product and Penſions of God's 
Bounty ; who can in a moment difpoſlel; 
us of our deareſt and molt pleaſant Enjoy: 
ments: He 1s the Proprietor , we are 
bur {is Ulſu-fruttuarics : And for this Time 
of our mortal Lite ; and all chcſe Tatents 
which he has entruſted us with, we ruſt 
be ſtrictly accountable atthe Day of Judg:: 
ment, How then ſhould the ſenſe of 
our real VVants,Infirmiries,and whole De- 
perdance upon God , ( with thoſe great 
Examples of Humility which I have menti- 
ond ) caſt us down like Balls upon the 
Earth , chatwitha comfortable and happy 
Rebound we may mount the higher in Glo- 
ry : For he that humbleth himſelf ſhall be 
exalted, But 


| valence Ot 
| tacy can have nu Title to the Hapoinels 
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But on the contrary the Sin of Pride 1s 
kftraFive of ll other Virtues ; it makes 
Men overvalue thoſe lictle Pittances of 
Grace and Virtne in Themſelves ,. and un- 
frvaine the far more wortny Gifts and 
Endowments of other Mcns And whilſt 
they are under the Tranſports of rheſe 
owring Fanctes and Conceirs , the nemoſt 
Honuur atrainable in this Life , falls many 
Degrees ſhort of their imaginary Dcterts 
1nd Exp<&arions, This Przde was tne Sin P 
of th« taln Axgels, for which they loſt their Ep, Jude 
frjt *jture; and for this C:nſe our firit g,, , 
Parents were caſt ont of Paradiſe, And tis 23,-24- 
ccreatn; that whit Men Jive under the Pre- 
amyui.1ou5 and felf-conccoits , 


[19 


Pride. 
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either of ttits, or 2 bereter Lite. 

Lec the Reader therefore ſcriouſly conft- 
der the Arguments propounded aiecady 
againſt chis Capital Sin, To wiica moy be 
added , the ſerious Thoughts of ovr ap- 
proaching Mortality , whict! ( it {caiona- 
bly made uſe of .) would prove a notable 
Expedient co level and ſubiue our proud 
and a{piring Humours : For what nas: 
vain man to boaſt of > And ſhall not theſe 
ſtately Fabricks of our Bodics within a few 
years be crumbled into Duſt > Where are 
the Ceſars, Plato, Ariſtotle, and all thoſe 
mighty Princes and Philoſophers}we -_ 
OI 2 


I 20 


Job 24-15, of > 
{Gene 3-19, 


_rality to your Selves, 
vain Man fo proudly boalt of, and ciclight | 


Thar inevicable Sentence , Duſ# thou 
art, and to Duſt thou ſhalt return , has le. 
vel'd all their Wit , Zower, Learning, 
Policy, and Grandeur ; and the Bowelg 
of the Earth ( that common Urn arg 
dark Region of Oblivion ) doth, and ſhall 
comprebend them and us, till the Judge 
ment of the grcat Day, 
nel Houſe, and there you'l fee the Myſtc 


rics of Humane Nature anvcil'd in the live. | 
leſsSkeletons of your once famous Anceſtors: 


where allo you may read a Leure of Mox- 


himſelf in thoſe Dreams and Shaddows 
which laft but for a Moment > 


ſo far a near reſemblance to the Devil; 


So whilſt he continues under the Power | 


and Dominion of this Sin, he renders him: 


ſelf odious -and abominable bath to God | 


and Man. We procced 


34ly, To the Vircue of Watchfulneh 
which { conlidering the State and Conditi- Þ 


tion we are placd in, during our War- 
fare in this World ) muſt be of great and 


neceflary Uſe and Importance co us. Now Þþ 
this Virtue or Duty does conf{:ift in a pru- Þ 
dent CircumſpeFion over our Souls and Bo- Þ 
dies, and all che neceflary Concernments Þ 
of both ; Burt 'tis More particularly con | 


yerſant 


Go into a Char. | 


Vhy then ſhould F 


Beſides, | 


a proud and ſelf-conceited man, as he hay | 
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yerfant in the cautions and diſcreet Ma- 
mgcmenr of cur Thoughts, Words, and 
AGFions, And 

1, We are highly oblig'd to be Fatch- arch. 
ful over Our Thoughts 2 .For they are fuleſs 
x it were the Key which unlocks and 511146 
opens the Sou! ; and arc always evil when 
we deſire any thing that's ſinful 5 bur 
worſe, when we comply with, connive at, 


 orconſent to it, And tho' we ſhould not 
: | proceed to ipeak or ad what we think 


amiſs » yer theſe very Thoghts do tinfure 


| and pollute the Soul; and are very prompt 


and forward to interrupt us in cvery good 


| and vircuous Action or Duty which we 
| do, 


Now for the prevention of thoſe Miſ- T» prevent 
chicts, which are the natural and neceflary —_—— ; 
Reſule and Conſequence of evil Thoughts; © © 
'Tis adviſeable to confider, that God ſees 

them afar off, will bring chem to Account; 
andunleſs they be repented of and reform'd, 

they ſhal} be all laid opcn ro the view of 

Men and Angels at the day of Judgement. 
Againy'tis beyond diſpute, that evil #honghts 


' are Indications of a corrupt and unregene- 


rate Heart ; they are often ſuggeſted by 
the Devil ; and always the Springs of Con- 
fuſion and Diſorder. Burt for the Cure of 
this dangerous and deſtrugive Malady of 
the Sopl, *cis incumbent ypon us to be 
watch- 
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watchful over our Thoughts : Objti Priy. 
cipizs ſhould be our conan Motto: Bic that 
Cariſtian that dares not concetve nor foſter || 146. 
an il! Thonught , will be afraid to ſpeak or bell 
a& any thing contrary to his Reaſon and ( 
Conſcience, Have the Quatuor Nooiſſi- | , 1 
ma, Death, Judgement, Heayen, and Hell 
Often in your Thoughts ; meditate ſeriouſly the 
thereon ; and this will bring rem undcrq F 
due Reſtraint, and confine chein within | 11; 
the proper Boundaries of reified Reaſon | 54, 
and Religion. Ler us be truly forry for 
che vain and ſinful Excogitations of our | 1,4, 
Lives pait 3 be diligently watchfur: over | ,, 
our Thoughts for the future ; and this will | of 
prove the moſt certain Expedienrt to keep | FT, 
'em wichin their due Limits, and become | 1, 


moſt conducive tothe Peace and Happinels | 
both of che outward and inward Man, | he 


watchfuls 2dly, This Duty of Watchſulneſs CO" # {an 
neſs » oe lifts in ſeeing to our Words : Fortho | Af 
Mens Pretenſions to Religion be never fo | 4; 

ſmooth and ſpecions» yet if #hey bridle | 
' not their Tongues , their Religion is vain, | | 
All prophane, uncharicable , and filthy | ſpc 
Specches 3 as Blaſphemy , idle and vain Þ (q, 
Swearing, prophane Ribaldry, Lying, F ry. 
Back-biting , Slandering, Dctracion , and | «@; 
all ſorts of filthy, frothy, and impercinent Þ yi 
Communication , are highly offenſive to Þ ax 
God ; a Scandalco Religion ; a Snare a | mg 
ene FÞ 


Jam, 1.26 
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the weak Ghriſtian z and moſt dingerous 
Symproms of an impious and unfanctificd 
Hearc : From whence proceed all that 
kelliſh brood of Murthersz Adulcerics, &*ce 
( which our blefled Saviour ſpeaks of 5 
and ) for which the wicked and unrepent- apa, io, 
ing Sinncr mult be ſevercly accountable at 38, 
the Day of Judgement, 

But to prevent the miſchievous Eſt. &s 
which iſſue from chat unruly Member the 
Tongue 3 WE are obliz'd to ſct a Watch 
always before the Doors of our Lips 8 and ms ah 
enter into aCovenant with our Selves, that Swans 
nm corrupt Communication. proceed out 
of our Months: Let yea, yeazand nay, nuy Matt, 5. 
Truth and Integrity be the Rule and Stan- *” 
dard of all our Diſcourſe and Dealings 
with one another: And to this End, we 
ſhould pray unto God devoutly and incef- 
fantly , that he would be pleas'd fo to ſan- 
Me our Speech, that it may minifter to 
his Glory, and the mutual Comfort and Be- 
nefit of our Selves and Others. 

34ly, We are oblig'd tobe cruly circum- watchful. 
ſpetin, and Watchful over all our AGFi- 7s over 
ons. Herein always propoſing God's Glo- '4;ons. 
ry, the Happineſs of our Selves and Ochicrs 
as the End, and his holy and infallible 
Word, and the Dicares of ſober Reaſon, 
as the Rule and Standard to ftear and 
manage our Aﬀairs by » For withour this 
Our 
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Performances ) will prove cither ſintul or 
unprofitable. There 1s always indeed ſome 
Tindure of Obliquiry or Defect in every 
thing we do 5 bur 1t our Intentions be in. 
cere inthe Main, God-is pleas'd to pardyn 
our Tnfirmities and Indiſcretions 5 and 
will interpret our Endeavours ( tho* im. 
perfe&t ) according io the general Frame 
and Tendency of our Lives: Yet never. 
theleſs, we are oblig'd by the Laws of our 
holy Profeſhon to ſet our ſelves againſt 
all {13 in general, and every one in parti- 
cular ; ctpecially againſt rhoſe to which 


our Tempers are the moſt prone and inci- | 


dent, and which we take the greateſt Plca- 
ſure and Delight in: Theſe darling Lufts 
= are the right Eyes which muſt be pluckt ont, 
0. and the right Hands which muſt he cut off, 
Heb, 1:.r Theſe are the Sins which hang ſo faſt on, and 
cling about #5 , and require the greateſt 
Diligence and Watchfulreſs to overcome 
and ſubdue them. 

Bur then we are not only oblis'd to be 
watchful over our moſt open and beloved, 
bur even over our molt ſecret and private 

Job 24-157 fins. Do not think when you commit them, 
that no ege ſees you: For David's Sins 
were committed with all poflible Priva- 
cy  ( and there are many thouſard ſuch 
like Inſtances beſides ) yet did they not 

R clcape 
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| Thoughts ( if indulg'd in our Boſoms ) 
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{cape che {krict ſcrutiny of the divine Om- 
nicience, The Eyes of the Lord are in eve- ProveIg. 3+ 
ry place , beholding the evil and the good , 
nor can the moſt minuce Sin which we 
commit in our moſt private Retirements, 
( unic{s repenred of ) flie from Juſtice. 
Therefore, tis dangerous to indulge any one 
Luſt, or continue in - the leaſt Sin with 
delight and approbation : For tho they Ne Con- 
may appear inconfiderable 1n themſelves , {re Igi= 
cr 'tis adviſable ro conſiderythat he's anin- — 
finite God againſt whom they are committed. peccatayſed 
Beſides, Sins of the ſmalleſt fize are always —_ 
Incentives and Decoys to greater: For 


hi, OC. 
prophane , uncharitable , and unclean Aug. de 


re falſe 
, ra Cf falls 
procced ro Words, Words to Deeds ; Cay. v. 


 and-in this Progreſs of Wickedneſs, Men 


are trait? d on by degrees from Sinto Sin,and 
from one degree of in to anocher ; till they 


| be plung*d ar laſt, into the botromleſs Dune 


dition ox Abyſle of Eternal Miſery and Tor- 
ment» That we may be wiſe then as Ser- 
pents, and innocent as Doves, (in the true 


ſenſe and meaning of the Goſpel ) we muſt 


Mar.t6, 


| be ſtrictly watchſul over onr ſelves : Stu- 
| dying always to avoid the tempting and 


curſed Society of Drunkards , prophane 


Swearers, unchaſt Men and Women, 6c, 
| Flic all Occaſions of Sinningzand rezea eve- 
| Iy Temptation with Indignation» and Scorn, 


which 
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which may prove an Enemy to Virtue, 9 
a Friend co Vice: Reliſt *'em in the very 
firſt Aſſaulc, and the Conqueſt will be 
caſte and certain. Conſider your pat 
Failings 5 implore the Affiftances of God's 
Grace and Spirit to enable you (in ſome 
mcaſure) to repair the former Defects of 
your Lives, by a more ſteady watchful. 
z:eſs over your Sclves and Ways for the 
Future» The bcſt and moſt certain Means 
to avoid greater Sins , is to Make Conſc- 
ence of the Jeſs : Chriſt dicd for our ve. 
ry Slips , ( as the Original imports) and 
thcretore thoſe ſins cannot be accounted 
lirtle or cheap, for which the cternal Sor 
of God paid ſo dear a Price as his own 
Bloud, When the Work of Regenerat- 
on is wrought in you , beware of relape 


ling ; conſider the dangerous and miſchic- | 


vous Conſequences of Apoſtaſte 5 keep 


Mark. 13: cloſe to your Duty ; and what T jay unt, 


37. 


Patience 
and Mcek- 


neſs, 


you, 1 ſay unto all, Watch, | 
4thly. And laſtly, There are two other 
Virtues yet behind , namely Patzerce and f 


Meekneſs: Which conduce much to the 
Peace and Happineſs of our Souls, and are 


of ſpecial Ute and Advantage inthe whok 
Courie of our Chriſtian Converſation, Þ 
Bur ſince theſe rwo Siſter Graccs do always | 
20 hand in hand: Therefore ( for brevi 
ty's ſake) I ſhall treat of them under tis} 


{3me 
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pme Head of Diſcourſe. Now theſe Yir- 
ts do peculiarly conſiſt in bearing , and 
iofferinz weekly , and patiently , all the 
crols Accidents which may betall us in this 
Life 3 nor only without tainting and fret- 
ing, but with {uch an evennelſs and comPo- 
{dnels of Mind and Spirit, as 1s moſt con- 
ſonant ro the mild and gentle, yet gractous 
and magnanimous Temp:r and Spirit of Chri- 
{tianity, Beſides Meekreſe and Patience are 
perfectiveof > and the Complement of all _ 
the other Vireues of God's holy and blet- Jam. $45 
ſed Spiric, For ifall be well within , we 
arefate from all Troubles whatſoever : By 
this Means we ſecure to our felves the com- 
ſorcable Injoyment of what we havez and 
it we bear and ſuffer Injuries #zeekly and 
patiently, God will give us more {trength, 


| and concrive a ſpeedy and happy iſſue out of 


all our Troubles, 
Therefore, why ſhould any Af7i@&ion1mn 


| this World diflwade us from Our Duty , 


or abate Our Zcal and Courage in the do- 
For the Inſtruments of our Tor- 
tare ( faith Tertnllian ) are che Enfigns of Ter* pole 


_ - wes I. C3 * Yo Þ» 
our Honour and Happineſs ; the Habit of pot. as 


| our Victory 3 and the cmbroidcred Gar- 
| ments wherein we muſt ride to Heaven. 
| Aſate of Sufferings on a good Account is 
| the moſt lively Tranſcript of his Doctrine 
| and Example , who commands us to leary Marth: 11 


of 29, 


Hh 
pomaeregratpromermgpeter opment eee Ereerere—e—e——_———_—_————— rent i 
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of him , not becauſe he 1s wiſe » rich , or 
henourable , bur he intorces the Obligati- 
on from the Patterz of his own Meekeſs 


and Humility. To ſuffer Perſecution fir 


Righteouſneſs ſake ( in ſome degree ) ha 
been always the Portion and Pacrimony of 
Believers under the Oeconomy of che Gol- 
pel. And we Chriſtians know no other 
than rhis ſtrait and narrow Vay , which 
muſt through much Tribulation lead us int 
the Kingdom of God. 


Bur then to ballance our prefent Miſe 


ries and Suffcrings ( which are perfeRive 
of the Virtues Uundcr Conſideration ) with 
our future Hopes and ExpeQations : The 
Troubles whick we ſuffer in chis World 
are light and inconfiderable, compar'd wich 
the Torments of Hell; and it we bear 
them patiently rhey't difPoſe us for a brizh- 
ter Crown, when theſe Clouds and Storms 
are blown over. Let us but hold out a 
little longer, till we come within the For- 
tifications of the new Hiernſalem, and 
there we ſhall have a total Exemption both 
from finning and ſuffering. Belides, if we 
be conſiderable Proficients in theſe Y jrter, 
They*l make our preſent Suffcrings Jels 
burdenſome and affliftive: For we ſhall 
neicher be timerous in Danger , cnvious in 
Want , imparient under Troubles, angry 
and teſtlc(s ar Reproaches and Contempe; 
| | nor 


7 YI 
5- _ 
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nor malicious and revengeful under Inju- 
nes and Perſecutions 5 the truth whereof 
54S Clear as the Sun Beams , from the 
Experience of all found Chriſtians, Bur 


be angry and impatient at our S#ffer- 


ings, Will bur fret and torment us 3 and 
make che Burden of them far more grie- 
yous and inſupportable : Whereas, by a 
ratienc Submuthon to the Wull and Wiſs 
dom of God under the manifold Preſſures 
of this Life , they will become far more 


« | tolerable and eaſic ro be endured, Eſpcci- 


ally to thoſe who have a well grounded 
Aflurance , that their Sufferings in chis 
World ſhall ,be infinitely rewarded with 
the Favour and Plenty of a heavenly Coans 
trys 

'Thus,if we bcar with Patzencezand Meek- 
x, choſe ſundry Prefſures ( and almoſt in- 
fioice Sufferings) of this Life, we ſhall not 
only reap the Comfort and Benefit our 
Selves,both in this, and a future State z bur 
by this Means Chriſtianity would be re 
ſtor'd to its ancient Puricy and Splendour g 
weſhould bring out excellent Relzgiow into 
Repute and Credit (as the firſt Chriſtians 
did; ) and Perſwade others to cmbrace it; 
tho' to the utmoſt hazard of their Lives 
and Fortunes: Hitherto of thoſe excellent 


and admirable Yirtwes, which are moſt pe- 


K culiar 


I29 


I 30 


Virtues © 


relating ts 
the Body. 


Sobpriety 
astt toe 


tates tothe ſk 1n the: moderate uſe of Atcats, Drink, 
bothss Þ + 


f '01 Yo T he 
S>ceies of 
7: are 
Tcempe® 
Tance, 


Chaſtity, 


Conrtone 
tecnels. 


ties, 


cn/12” to the Souls of Men, with their Ops 
Poſitcs, Wepals on: ; 

2dly. To the other Branch of Duty, 
which concerns our Zodies, Now we are 
oblig'd bythe Laws of Nature, and Chri. 
ſtianity , to: make uſe of all ſurable and 
convement Mcans , to preſerve our Bodies 
( as well as our Souls ) in a ſtare of health 
and ſafety , till Providence be pleaf'd ty 
diſmiſs them into the- other VVorld, And 
the bef} Expedient which God's holy and 


infa!lible Spitic direQs 'us to for this End, | 
is che comprehenſive Virtue and Duty of | 


Sobriety: Which, ( ina more limited 
ſenſe ) as it relates to the Body, does con- 


Sleep, Apparel, and Recreations 3 
ro the Quanticy and Quality of them ; and 
this is Temperance : 


viſhr from 


oy Excellency , and Uſefulneſs 1 


Or in the Alodert- 
tz6n of the Luſts and Deſires of the Fleſh; | 
which is Chaſtity : Or in the ſober and | 
moderate uſe of Riches and Honours; and | 
that is Cortenfedneſs. In practicing all | 
theſe Virtues, and avoiding the contrary | 
Vices, we ad like- men endued with Rex: 

ſon and Religion 5 and are hereby diitin- | 
ruic Beaſts , who know | 
other Meaſures than ther ſenſual Appe-F 
Of all theſe (as they are of ſpecial 

and neceſſary uſe ro conduct the -Body inf 1 
the ways of Religion-, that it may be a fit} 


Man | 


--. 
LOT 
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Manfion for the Soul ) diſtinatly and in 
Order.. And I begin 

uty, 1/t, With Temperance in the moderate 
-are | uſe of the Creatures, in Eating , Drink- 
hri- | ing, &c. And we are oblig'd to be teme- 
and | perate 

dits (1) In Eating. Tis beyond Diſpute m 
alth | char our gracious God doth allow us the Fawings 
ito | moderate Ulie of the Creature ; and we 

And | areconftin'd-ro noother Meaſures, either as 

and | itorhe Quantity or Quality of Meats, than 

:nd, | whac may contift wich the'Health and Pre- 

1 of | ſervation of our Bodzes, | But tho' we have 

ited | no. .politive Law to reftrain-our Appetites 

on | 19a cercain-Rule 53 nor is it poſſible thatir 

nk, | ſhould beſo, becauſe Men's Appetitesare 

has | of different Proportions , ſome require 

and | more., and ſome ere ſatisfied with lefs : 

ere | Yet our bleſſed Saviour has exprefly itox- 

ſh; | bidden all manner of Excefs.in Eating 

and | theſe words, Take heed that your Hearby he Fkal-34. 
and | not overcharg d with ſurſeiting, "And :he 

al # infinuates che Danger in that Inſtance.:of 

ary | the rich Glatton; 1o thar.every Man: has Luke 2% 
en | ſufficient cauſe 'ro make Laws to hinrelt, 

tin- | co-reſtrain and pur Bounds to his Appetite. 

7 10 | Belides, 'ris highly obſervabley i rhat tnrem- 

5pe-| perate Eating and' vin were cortancous and 

cial} had the ſame Original : And in the-very 

y inf infancy of the World, Efax would quit 

| ith the Incex<ft of his Birch-righe , and make 

an'Þ K 2 Ship- 


Telipe= | 
rance 


L 


- 
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Shipwrack of his Honour too, rather than 
offcr Violence to his greedy Defire of £at- 
ing. And the Sins which brought ſudden 
Deſtruction upon the once flouriſhng Ci. 
tics of Sodom and Gomorab, were Idleneſs, 
and f#lneſs of Bread, Intemperate Luft is 
always the miſerable Companion of intem. 
perate Eatirg ; andother Sins are indulgd 
and thrive by this kind of Exceſs. 

'Tis the Duty and Intereſt then of 
all Mankind, to uſe moderate and 
wholſome Diet; to live always tempe- 
rately, and ſoberly according to the Rules 
of ſound Reaſon and Religion - For they 
that do fo, ſleep ſweetly and quietly, and 


are ſe]Jdom troubled ( as the 7temperate | 


are) with i1]l Humours, or depriv'd of the 
' Comforts and Benefits of Health by violent 
and raging Diſtempers, Their Underſlane 


dings are clear 5 their Conſtitutions firm | 
and*unfhaken ;. cheir Bodics are active and | 
fir for Buſtnefs ; and this is the moſt cer- | 


tain Expedient ( through God's bleſſing) 


to preſerve Merter ſanam in Corpore ſan, 


a vivacious and brisk Soul in a ſound Body, | 
Now if the great Advantages of this Branch | 
of. Texyperance on the one hand, and the | 
infinite Miſchicfs of the oppoſite Yice on | 
theothcr, were ſeriouſly weighed and con- | 
perſwa- | 
ding Men to be morc ſober and moderate | 

in | 


fider'd ; they would nor fail in 
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in their Dietzand avoid that exccflive Glut- 
tony, and the Vanity of pampering their Ap- 
petites, which is every where too obvious 
inthe World. 

24ly. We ſhould uſe the like Meafures ;, p,jns. 
of Temperance and Moderation in Drinking, ing, 
tr the Health and Preſervation , for the 
Suſtenance and RefteRion of our Souls and 
Bodics,both as to the Quantity and Quality 
of Liquors. The very Heathens who had no 
other Light nor Laws to dire em then 
thoſe of Nature, were highly ri in the 
Pratice of this Virtue of Temperance it 
Drinking, and avoiding the Sin of Druz- 
kenneſs, Even the Cretians ( who were 


' much addicted to Glutrony, ) made a Law 


againſt Drankemeſs and inforc'd it by inflict- Tic; 1. 12. 


ing the ſevercſt Penalties upon Offendors, Les 


Seneca was of an Opinion , #hat Intempe- $.x Ey.84, 


rance int Drinking is a voluntary Madneſs ; 


| andhe that doth accuſtom himſelf to gnzle 
* | from day to day, till be be drunk, 3s poſ- 
ſeſt with an abſolute Frenzy. Fabricas, and 


many of the moſt moderace Heathens were 
great Proficients in this Yirtze ; - and de- 


claim'd againſt thoſe ( who knaw noother 
| Meaſure to bound their Exceſs by than their 
Appetites ) as Bealts and Monſters, rather 


then Men encued with Reaſon and Judge- 


\ Ment. 


What a ſhame then muſt ir be to Chri- 
K 3 ſtians 


34 


x Thef. 4- 


1 Cor. 6. 
De. 

Rom. 13, 
1] 33 I3, 


gion, that any Man amongſt us ſhould drix 
zore than he is able to bear $5 But 'cis the 
higheſt Aggravation of VVickedneſs and 
Villany co become the Devils Factors for 


Damnation, (as roo many do)in ftriving nor: 


only to debanch themſelves , but to over- 
come others, Ie that are of the Day, and 
direged by the Light of Evangclical 
Grace and Truth, are more cſpecially 
oblig'd to be ſober and temperate in -all 
Things; to walk Boneſily as in the Day, 
rot in Rioting and Drunkenneſs, &c, The 
Creatures arc only to be uſed as neceſſary 
Supplics, and convenient Acceſſtons ro our 


preſent abode : for we ſhould ncither | 


make Food our Buſineſs, nor pleaſures onr 


Aim ; but rather ſtudy and indeavour to 
wean our Appetites and Aﬀetions from all 


Exceſs, that we may have the ftronger | 
Guſt and Reliſh of thar Spiritual Food, on | 


which we ſhould delire to live for. ever, 


And thus the Primitive Chriſtians denied | 
themſelves the Delicacies of this VVorld, | 


that their Souls betng weaned from them, 
they might be raught beforchand to live 
on the Dclights: of beatified Spirits 5 and 
never defire to return again to their Bodies, 
rill chey come to be glorified together in 
the happy ReſurreAion to the Life Erer- 
al 


nah 
And 


— 
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And here 'twill be neecffary to confider 
on the contrary , that all manner of Exceſs 
in Drinking 1s extremely pernicious toy and 
deſtructive of the Veal and Happineſs of 
the Body , both in this) and a future Life ? 
For intemperate Dranking 1s the Fewel of 


all ſenſual and filthy Luſts 3 ic makes Men's 


zodies ſottiſh and unweildy , and diſpoles 
them racher to Sleep and Idlencls, than a 
prudent Watchtulneſs and a rcligious 
Carc over themſclves, In theſe extraus- 
gent Fits,'tis no wonder to ſec Mem like fed 
Horſes neigh after their Neighbours 
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chiefs of 
this Sin, 


. Jerem- $» 
IV1VES: 8, 


For St, Paul adds Chambering and Wanton: Kos 13» 


neſs,as the neceſſary Conſequence and Et- 


tet of Kioting and Drunkenneſi, And 'tis 
notoriouſly evident , that the moſt Drun- 
kards Blaſphcme, Swear, Lic, Rail againſt 
and Back-bite their innocent Neighbours ; 
engage many times 11 irreconcilable Quar- 
rels and do often kill one another: ſo 
that in this Carricr of Drexkenreſs Men ( 1 
ſhould rather ſay Beaſts ) ſcldom tiop at 
any Sin which falls in their Way. This 1s 
the moſt compendious Mcthod for ſpend- 
ing their Eſtates ; and ruining ther Repu 
tations 5 and hereby chey ſcldom fail of 
contracting an il] habir of Zody, and laying 
2 ſure Foundation for all lingering and 
mortal Diſcalcs, . 

Bur 


g» 
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Eph.s, 13, 


But that which 1s yet more fatal and mi. 
chievous , an habirual Dyu#k-nneſs doth ſp 
dull the Edge » impair the ſtrength , and 
cloud the diſcerning Facultic of their Rea- 
fon and Judgement 3 that 'tis impolible 
tor the cuſtomary Druzkard to pradtice 
any Virrue or Duty aright , or refilt the 
power and prevalence of ary evil Appetite 
or Tempration. beſides, this ſort of Extra. 
wagauce 15 Wholly inconſiſtent with the 
Gitts and Graces of God's ho'y and blc{- 
ſed Spirit ; ana'tis utterly immoſſible ” faith 
St. Hierom ) that a Man ſhould be filled 
with ſirong Drink , and God's ſan@ifying 
ſpirit at the ſame time. The Holy Ghoſ 
has always put them as Oppoſites in Scrip« 
rure; benot Drunk withWine ( {atth the 
Apoſtle ) wherein is exceſ7, but be filled 
with the Spirit : And how is it Poſſible 
that any Man ſhould ſerve theſe two arbi- 


trary Maſters > whoſe Commands are o | 
To all which | 


contradictory to each other. 
we might add,the Conſideration of thoſe fu- 
cure and eternal Torments, which muſt cer* 
tainly be the Portion of 77temperate and dt- 
baucht perſons in another World. See, and 
conſider thoſe aPPolite Texts of Scripture 
Luke 21. 34, Gal, 5, 21. Oc, 

Since then Temperauce and Moderation 
in Eating and Drinking is 4 great Strep to 
all other Yirtzes 4 and feing the Conſe- 

| queny 
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quences and Effects of chis kind of Exceſs 
are ſo pernicious and deſtructive to the 
Souls and Bodies of Men, both in this and 
anotner Life : How arc we oblig'd to 
keep our Appetites within the due bqunds 
of Sobriety , that we may enjoy rhe \Bene- 
frs of the one» and be exempted from 
the Inconveniencies and Miſchicts of che 


other? 


And to this End , I would adviſe my 
Reader to conlider that ſhore Rule of Py- 
thagoras, Above all things ( laith he ) be 


ſure that you make your ſelves Maſters of 


your Bellies And that you may do ir to 
the PurPoſe , cut ofi all che unneceſſary 
Supplies of Meats and Drinks, and the 
Siege cannot laſt long. Avoid and- aban- 
don the Converſation of debaucht and 
interperate Perſons : Let neither their 


| ſmooth Language , nor their Scoffings and 


Railings againſt you,allure or perſwade you 
to a compliance with their inhumane and 
bealtly Immoralities,leſt they perſwade you 


r37 


twr#2 with them 20 the ſame Exceſs of Riot: Wer. 4:4+ 


Theſe are the Devils Engines which he fre- 


quently ſers on Work, to precipitate in- 
conſiderate Men from the Throne of Grace 
and Virtue, And alas ! how many thou- 
ſands have complain'd in.their Iaft Agonies, 
that theſe Inchantmenrs have decoy'd chem 

into 


Luk.16.24 4 Cup. of 


ly fmart for> W: 
Again, it will be of great Uſe to con- 
feder, how acuce thoſe Twinges of Conſ- 
ence are.y' which: will rack and torinen; 
the Drunhard, ( thas has any Confcience at 
aliof the. $in:) it he ſhould oulive. the ex- 
fravagant Fit, How mutt he who is fo 
rievouſly perplext ( as the moſt Dru 
_ ) with a ycſternights Debaxch, be 
rackt and \rormented, (if ever in a fobe 
Mind ) with the dreadtulapprehenfions of 
thoſe. future and approaching - Judge 
ments > Row ſhall choſe bruicith Senſus- 
lifts who have wallpw d ina Sca of delicate 
Liquors 3 brook che peremptory refuſal of 
cold trater to cool their Tongue: 1 
Gonlider. imparttally thoſe #oes denour 


Ia, s. 23, ced agatnft this Siz2 by the Prophet : And 


if neither: the tear of God ; nor the Plea- 
ſurcs,. nor Advantages . of this Virtue of 
Fexzperance can influence you into a compli 
ance wich it, and. perſwade you ro: the 
practice of it 3 yet let the confidcration of 
thoſe preſent and; future Miſchiefs oblige 


Marth, 3,9 You fo fly fram the-Wrath to come : -and 


if all theſe Arguments will not awake 
-you. from. your ſenſeleſs Stupidity , you 
muſt periſh in your Sins 3 apd the Bloud 
be upon your own:Heads, | . | 
e 1 34h. 
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into. rhok Sins, which they muſ$ eternal. 


Dale 
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z4ly. The nexr Branch of Sobriety which 
-oncerns our Selves,: 1s the temperate and: 
moderate Uſe of Apparel; whieh'ts indil- 
penſably requir'd in both. Sexes, And if 


In the 


we confider the Ends- for which” Cloths: moderate 


re ordain'd: ; I ſeeno reaſon why Men arid: #/e f 4p* 
Women ſhould be fo curious , 'and make? 


uſe of ſo many ſtrange Artifices to deck 


and beaurific rheir Bodes, For ( 1 ) the: 
Origival Inſtitutionof Apparel after the Ball 


of Man was to Cover their Nakedneſs, 
and preſerve them from the Violence and 


arte 


Extremity of Wind and Weather, Vhich -: = 


Confideration fhould rather humble us; 


than by decking our Bodies impradently Aﬀ2 5-23: 
and fintally ,, ro glory in thoſe thitiss which 


are the.Enfigns of our Shame and Sorrow. 
( 2) In the uſe of 4pperel, there: muſt be 
a Diſtin&ion (according to the Law of Na-« 
ture, and the Cuſtom of all Nations ) be- 
tween Men and VVomen : That there: be 


no defign of Levity , nor incemtive:to Luſh . 


in our Habiliments', when we meer” roge- 


ther.(3) That both Men-and Women ſhould 


keep within their Baculties and Ea/3vgs 5 


And tho* there be ſome difference  aVow'd 


between Perſons of a higher. , 'atid Jower: 
Rank ; yet there ſhould be 'rhat Sobrievy 
in the Habits of borh, thar:therebe nothing 
of Nopelty, or Vanity, or Superflvity, which 


, " 4 : 
% 
J > 


W 
# 
LC 
- 
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nzay tempt themſelves, or others to Luſt, 
or Pride, or vain Glory. 

Hence we may remarque 5 that 'tis 
moſt unbecoming Chriſtians ( eſpecially ) 
to uſe -thoſe diſingemuous , and unlawfyſ 
Arts of Patching, Painting, and Perfuming 
their Bodies 3 a vanity too much pradtic'd 
by thoſe of the weaker Sex, to the great 
ſcandal of our AKelzzzor and Government, 
Theſe Arts of Leger-demain are exprely 
forbidden in Scripture ; and are particu- 
larly cenſur'd in Jezebel as a Badge of her 
Whoriſh Impudence. The Idolater is 


compar'd by the Prophet to an Adulcerergy 


who Paints her face, to tempt and enſnare 
her Lovers, Sec the Prophet 1/a3ah more 
fully to this purpoſe, chap. 3- from the 16, 
to the end, The ancient Fathers declaim 
paſſionately againſt it , as_ moſt offenſive 
and diſhonourable to God ; and a ſcandal 
to the Modeſty of Chriſtians, Tertullian 
boldly affirms , That Fomer by their artifi- 
cial Dreſſings, as Painting, Patching, Per- 
fuming, &Cc. do allure and invite Men to 
Luſt, and open a Door to thoſe Temptations 
which ſhould rather be ſhut out : And 
ſince ( ſaith he ) God ard not create them 
in thoſe Forms which they ſo unwarran 
tably aſſume, it would be enquir'd whether 
they be willing to appear in this Diſzniſe 
( that God ſhould not know them for bis )) 

at 


it the day of Judgement, 
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Again ,' this is 
ot only a defileing of God's Temples, and 


1correaing of his handy-work'z ..$or which 
he has rhreatn'd ro delifoy ther) ;::bue the 
foremention'd Arts ( ſaith St,. Hierwm ) are 


certain $7915 of anti yercha ſi mind, ard It” vid. Stte 


cextives toLnſi, St. Aug}. is yet more Ex- 
preſs upon the point 3: where he: tells'us, þ 
That the wearing of Gold and precions. Stones, 


or the putting on of \Caſftly Apparel ,: are not © 


forbidden to Perſons of the brſb: Hank and 
Quality of the female :$ex : But for. Wo- 
men to paint, and patch, to colouyior diſco- 
Jour their Faces, or #0 make oguejtber 
more or leſs white or red , then the Gd of 
Nature bas ſorm'd them, is a ſallacious kind 
of Adultery; from which it may by neaſona- 
bly inſer d, that they wilt not. be backward 
(when a fit Opportunity preſents :) 10 make 


own Husbands. ; 


Shipwrack of their Virgi4ty, or betray their 


To avoid the Scandal then, and dange- 
rous Conſequences of thoſe Sins 'Wwhich 
are inſe { one from pompous and immodeſt 


Appare 


5 look back to' the forecited Pal- 
ſage of the Propher 1ſazab, andghere you'l jg, q, us, 
ſee God's dreadſu] Reſentment of it 17,18,f5. 
in plain and legible Characters : | 


Be- 


lides, what Reaſon has any Man or Wo- 
man to be proud of or glory it that, which 
is the Badge and Coginizance of their Sin 


and 


-and Slaverys. Bur :on the Contrary, hgy 

Fhoukdime rather: ſtudy to .beaurifie our 

. Souls 91with' #he precious and lovely Orny. 

_ _ "mentslok Grace and Virtues which can on- 

./.., . -Jy flandius in fteads when all the pompon, 

-:2 > and phankaſtical Gaterivs of chis Vorld do 
_ ,,»  .expirenand - vaniſh.-icTheſe are the rich 
Refi; 12.2 VV edding Garmems: which (chrongh the 
14 . mpuarwve:Righecoulncts of Chriſt ) will 
r Pet. 3+ rendere our 'Perfoli ant! Performances ac: 
» #5 | ceptablets' God:; \and fo become the chif- 

ct Oryamrencscous;and our Religidn, We 

_: uthip. To: thofe Virtues of Hoderativ; 

required. in our Sep, .and Recreation ; 

And. becaaſetherExceſs inboth is expenſive 

. of.'that precious: Faleat of Tzwe. , which 

;ſhonld..be dearer\tams than-all things in the 

Work behdes $1, ixherefore: we: ſhall treat 

+oh.t em:under:chewume 'Head..of Dif 
courſe, COTE | 

_ Now: there$:mocMan who - ſubſcribes 

+q the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, bur 


—— Dog Buſigeſs we have todo in chis World, 
of pur to lay up for onr ſelves a good Fondation 


_ 5 our Souls and Bodies may | be happy for 
ever- This is che:great Tack which lics 


and diſcreetly manag'd, we-are cternally 
| | undone: 


abfs — Tbaxethiey, and Cay; , |, 


7be Pru.ihe Will yeadily;acknowledge, tharthe great | 
-Hwe, . againſt the Tire to; come, . that boil} 


uPon our Hands; and if: it be:not diligently | 


, of 
pndot 
Time 
=_ 
ing 0 
mill 
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mPC 
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| and their ocher Enfigns of Honour ? 


done But alas ! 'we have bur? -1hyre 
rime' for 'the accompliſhment of this grear 
Work z otr hands are very-flowim thedo- 
1 of it 3/ /and the tofiite Juſtice) of 'God 
will ode # ſtri&t and {everc accountof our 
Adniidiffrations: Therefore, 'ivawaſt bighly 
impott tis” to be '{hdfftrious Aad' vigtkanc 
1 the cotfcientious/ Management df all-che 
Dyties of bur ChriftitiCalting'y, ' that 'we 
may be able'ro appt? before Hipijul and 
imparrial Tribunal, "With Joy and nor With 
Grief; 

But the Tz-2e of ”_ Helaingg Life is [7 
uncertain chat there's no! ate Parr of 'it 
that we can call-ovr -own bur'the Pres 
ſent,” which-is yer"fcarceiin ove power'to 
difpoſe of : For 'the Time paſticannot be 
recal'd; and how God will be 'Pleafed te 
ſhorren the” rematning' part of our Days, 
we are not able to Prognoſticate!:"Pritices, 
and Monarchics have their Periodsand-Re- 


7 8 


volutions , as wellas Private 'Perfons 'and © 
| Famtlics, 


What's' become 'of the Hyfyre- 
an, Perſs an, Greciany and Rowdy Monat- 
chies > ''VWVhere ate 'thole famous 'Con- 
querory 
and whete are their triumphant: des 
C= 
vouring: Tire has lwallow'd em all ak 
And our Being here is ſo traffiefit and un 
cerratn 5 that: ( for/aty thing we know!) 
che 


'Cyrus, Alexander the great, &c." * 
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the next-Morning may watt us hence and 
determine our final Doom ; and that Erer. 
nity which we've now in our hands, may 
ſlip through our Fingers before co morroy 
morning. Who then dares be ſo bold 
and imprudent, as to adventure his eternal 
Salvation on ſuch a fortuirous Continger | - 
cy ? And why ſhould any man negle& 
that Work one Minute , which all will 
acknowledge is neceſſary to be done ? But 
belides;, | 'ris highly'conſiderable , that we 
are now contciting with our porent , ſub- 
tile, and'mpreal Enemies of all ſorts ; and 
we are fighting for an immarceſſible Crown 
ot Glory: 4. which cannot be obtain'd with 
out great Diligence,Prudence, and Watch: 
fulncls,. as well as Courage : It behoves 
us therefore , if we dcfire and hope for 
the comfortable Succeſs of our Endea- 
vonrs in:this pious Adventure, to be tem- 
perete in all-ihings; and to ſpend as little 


1"Cor.9. of ourprecjous Time as poſlible, eirher in 


#r1moderate Sleep , or nnneceſiary Recred 
tions, And | 

ff, We are under many preſſing Obli- 
gations to be very modcrate in our Sleep; 
.nor ſhoy{d we defire any more than may 
fir us for ovr civil Callings , and diſpoſe 
us for the Buſineſs of Relzgion, Ve muſt 
not comply wich our Appetites ard Paſſi- 


ons, but conſult gur Reaſon and Contcience 
as 


; 
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«to the Meaſures of our Repoſe, 
tho' ſome Tempers may require more Sleep 
than ochers 3 yet in paſhng var Judgements 
we muſt always have an eye to the grear 


Concernments of Erernicy. This will be 


the beſt Expedicnt ro keep both our Souls 


2nd Bodies awake 3 and whilſt careleſs and 
inconſiderate Men are Jull'd faſt a/feep upon 
the Bed of carnal Securitys thoſe. that ate 
truly watchful ( having their Lamps butn- 
ing and Lights -ſhining ) will be in a fit 
Poſture to meet the Bridegroom with jo 

at his coming g eicher by his private Mel- 
ſenger Death, orin a general Judgement. 


And as we are thus oblig'd to be woderate 


in cur Sleep : So 
 2dly, In our Recreations, There's no 
queſtion bur ſeaſonable Refreſhments are al- 
bw'd us,for the Diverſion and Reparation 
4 our weary Thoughts ; as well as the 
upport and Comfort of our Bodies, Res 
ligen is no Enemy to moderate Pleaſures ; 
nor does It infringe the Priviledges of hu- 
manc Nature, jn the Uſe of innocent Dz- 
vertiſementt, But then we are obligd to 
obſerve fach Meaſures in our Recreazions, 
as not to make Our Sports our Baſineſs : 
We ſhould uſe them as we do Sawces to 
our Mcat, to ſet an edye upon our. Facul- 
ties, and revive our Spirits, that we may 


de the more vizorous and aQive in all the 
VY arks. 


And 
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Works and Dutics » both of our Calling, 
and Religion, 


Again , Covetouſneſs ſhould be no In- 
grcdient inour Paſtimes. And we muſt al 
fee ro 'em © that they be not evil in chem. 
felves3 or if lawful], that they become 
not otherwife by the undue Circumſtan. 
ces of Time and Place s as on the Lord! 
Day, on Days of Humiliation, &c, All 
Violence, Paſſions Anger, Fury, Quarrel- 
ing , Curſing and Swearing , muſt be ut- 
rterly abandon'd inall our Sports and Diver. 
#iſements ; For thelc Irregularities inſtead 
of rcfreſhing, will diſcompole us, and be- 
come vexatious both to our ſelves and 
others. Laſtly our ARecreations ſhould be 
ſhort , ſo that they encroach not on our 
neceflary Buſineſs , or Religion in a fruit- 
leſs Expence of thar Tizxe which might be 
imploy 'd to better Purpoſes : For indeed 
no prudent Man has ſo much Time lying 
upon his hands, bur he knows better how 
to 1mploy ic, then to ſpend ir vainly about 
Trifles. Thus, all our Merriments ſhould 
be bounded with the neceſſary Rates of 
Reaſon and Sobriety ; and 1f we keep out 
ſelves within thele Bounds ; Relzgzor docs 
not only connive at our Mrth, but com: 
mends and approves of it, 


_—. 
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vjr,f 24ly. This Virtue of Sobriety-( as it re- Chaſticy, 
zres to the Body ) conſiſts in the M0dera- —_ 
ion of the Luſts and Appeittes of the boliy = 

In- fleſh; which (properly ſpeaking) 1s Chaſtity *leaſu es, 

allo x Abſtinence from bodily Plcafures. The 

em-Jr:ws of Nature and Cariſtianity do ex- 

Me NF recily forbid al/ ſorts of Oncleanneſs, as 

tans Adultery Fornication, Self-pollution, and 

rd's i the other kinds and degrees of Effemina- 

Al 5 ; and do put an abſolute Reſtrains upon 

rel. che concurrent Motions , Aﬀetions, 

ut I Defires, & luſtful Appetites, both of the 

*F- | $0ul and Body : For, if any of theſe be 

ead indulg'd and complied with, #hey will ſet 

be- Buy fire the whole Courſe of Nature, and 

and ſuddainly Plunge the whole Man into nna- 

be voidable and irreparable 27 ſchiefs. We 

our} ould therefore rather flie from this $72 , 

WF then diſpute againſt it: And to this End 

twill be neceflary to conſider 

ed (1) Thar all forts of Fevery and Vn- The m_ 

Us Þ clexrreſr, do not only ſuppreſs and ſtifle all Rn 10s: 

the divine and ſpiritual Operations of the Sir, 

Ut Y $0ul , bur do effecually draw them away Ho 417+ 


- from God and his Worſhip. This Was 1 King11ls 
- notoriouſly remarkable in the Caſe of So* 12, 


lmon , who ( tho otherwiſe a Prince of 
© | enparallel'd Wiſdom and Prudence, yet. 
he) tells us from his own miſcrable E-x- 
Perience , that when inconfiderate Men 
| | have plung'd themſclves into the Piz of 
Ab L 2 __ Fiſthi>. 


Pjoy. 7. 
$owg < o . 


Prov, 6s 
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Filthireſs , 'ris very difficult for them t 
| rerreat : For they are led (faith he ) by 


the contrivances of their wanton Proſii. 
utes, 4s ar Ox to the ſlaughter , or a4 
Thief to the Correion of the Stocks, till, 
Dart firike through their Livers, or as, 
Bird haſteth to the Snare , and Lnowell 


Procz3.27. 0t that it is for his Life. And, a Whon: 


is a deep Ditch, and a ſtrange Woman i; 
@ narrow Pit : All which imply the unz- 
voidable dangers and 4iſchiefs which Iu. 
ful Perſons run upon > who give way ty, 
and indulge their fenſnal and bruitiſh Ap- 
petites and Paſhons. 

( 2 ) The Sins of Vncleanneſs are uſu: 
ally atrended with Poverty and ar infirn 
Conſtitution, This has been too remark 
able in the decay 'd Bodies , and ſhatter 
Eſtates of roo many ſad and miſerable In- 
ſtances , eſpecially of late years in this 
ſinful Nation z to-the great ſcandal of our 
pure and undefiled Relizgzor , and has been 


no ſmall Diſparagement to the exccllen 


Conſtitutions of our Government , both in 
Church and State : But, tho' perhaps a vi 
cious Libertine may . ( which is very rare 
eſcape theſe temporal Puniſhments ; ye 
the juſt Vengeance of God will certain) 
overtake him in another VVorld : For 
tis expreſs from Scripture, that God will 
Judge Whoremengers and Aduljerers ; - 
WROr- 
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wholoever ſhall live, and die under the 
Power and Prevalence of theſe fins unre- 
pented of unſubdued, ſhall! zewer enter 
into the Kingdom of God, 

(2 ) Thele Deeds of darkneſs cannot 
be hid from God's all-lceing . Eye : 
phither can we go ſromhis Spirit , or whi- 
ther ſhall we flie from his Preſence ? He 
beheld David's Adultery ( as before ) tho' 
committed with the greateſt Secrecy ; and 
our bleſſed Saviour knew the practice of 


| the adulterous Woman of Samaria; It 


muſt needs then be a 'grear Falacy and 
Cheat which Fhoremongers and Adulterers 
pur upon themſelves , whilſt they endea- 
vour to Conceal thoſe Works of Dark fs 
from the Eye of the World. For the 
infinicely wife God regiſters all theſe Of- 
tences 1n the black Book of his eternal 
Memoirs 5 and will bring them all co a 
ſad Account at the Day of Judgement , 


149 


For © 


P{3. I 3 9oTo 


I SaM,I 2, 
I Zo 


Johe 4. 18 


(unleſs they be ſincerely repented of ) to . 


the unſpeakable Shame and Horrour of 
thoſe that commit them, 

Give no way then to your L=fts, and 
hold no Parley with your ſenſual Appe- 
tites ; forif you do, youare in great dan- 
per of being overcome. Solomor, tho' the 
wiſeſt of Men , did proflicute his Wir , 
Learning, Honour, Experience, and all, 


10-1 fo gratifie a luftful and wanton Appetite, 
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It ſtands us in hand cherefore to be always 
upon our Guard , and the beſt way to be 
ſo is, .to be watchtul over our Thoughts, 
to make a Covenant with our Eyes ; and 
to keep our Hearts with all di/izence, from 
whence all theſe Abominations flow and de- 
rive their Original » For it we keep the 
Fountain 11corrupt, the Screams will be 
ſowo; and 1i rhe Fear of God , and the 
ſerious Apprehenſion of Death and Judge- 
ment dwell in our Hearts , like a {ironp 
Porter they will keep the Door againkt, 
and diilodge all vain and ſenſuz! Deſires, 
This was Joſeph's Security againſt all the 
Juſtfal Dalliances of his wanton and impor- 
tunace Miftris, And chis will cffeQually 
guard all the Ports and Avenues of the 
Soul. againſt the incurſion of carnal Temp- 
rations » ſo, that if they ſhould creep in 
by ſurprize or unawares ; ſuch Appre- 
henfions as theſe, will not ſuffer *em to 
fix there , bur either caſt them out , or 
kill 'em, 

Again, ſet a ſtrict watch over all your 
Senſes, leſt they be charm'd and allur'd by 
the delicate and ſoft Embraces of forbid- 
den Objects : Have no Communication 
with luſtful Perſons of cither Sex. Alex+ 
ander the great would not ſec the Wife of 
Dari#xs, ]cit by the Charms of her admt- 
rable Beauty he might be tempred and 

: | OVCE? 
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overcome. And certainly , he that dares 
not look on 2a beautiful VVoman to pleaſe 


his eye 4 cannor come Within the danger 
of Wantonneſs and Folly, And 73s better 


for 4 an ( ſaith Solomon ) to be Maſter of 


bis own Paſſuns than to conquer an Army. 

| Temperance in Eating and Drinking, 
with Faſting and Labour, are powerful 
Expedients to ſubjugate the Fleſh, and 
bring under the Body, St. Par! made uſe 
of *'em to ſubdue lis own Appetite , and 
recommends the ſame Duties «oO us, as 
t® beſt inſtruments to further us in rhe 
grear Work of Mortification and Selt-de- 
nial, To which we ſhould not fail to joyn 
our carneſt Prayers to God for the Aſhitance 
of his Grace and Spirit, that we may ob- 
tain this comfortable Victory and ConquelF 
over our Selves For our blefſed Saviour 
( who beſt underſtood. our Frailties ) re- 
commends this Duty to us , as the molt 
ſucceſſfu] Expedient 53 and without which 
all our other natural and moral Endea- 
vours, Will prove incticaual and to no 
purpoſe, 

Now, if all theſe Mcans will not ſecure 
our Chaſtity , buc that our Appetites are 
ſtill headſtrong and unruly 5 then *ewill be 
neceflary ro make uſe of lawful Marriage, 
which God has becn Pleas'd to inſtitute 
and allow , to Pare off the Excreſcen- 
cics 


ISH 
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cies of corrupt Nature, and to ſecure ys 


from the Guilt and Puniſhment of our: 


fl-ſply Luſfts : Yet hercin we muſt confi- 
der , that there's a Temperance and Mo. 
dcration to be uſed even in the Pleaſurey 
of lawſul Wedlock ; and as all Embrace 
and Conta&t are fimply forbidden with 
others, ſo we mult not abuſe our own Al- 
lowances ; but preſerve onr Veſſels in Sans 
 Gification and Honour, and keepour felycy 
within the due Bounds of J#ſtice and 410- 
deſty, By theſe Hints we may underftand, 
how much this Virtue of Chaſtity vyl 
conduce to the Interelt and Satistaction nor 
only of the outward , but the inward Man 
C tor no man ſha{] ever reyent that he 
has liv'd chaſtly and virtuouſly ) as the 
Contrarics are moſt pernicious to, and de- 
ſtructive of both. My deſigned brevity 
will not ſuffer me to enlarge further on 
theſe Heads:- And thereforeT muſt leave 
ic © your Prudence, and Conſcience to 
colic tie reſt, 
34ly. The laſt Virtue which concerns 
the Body, 1s the ſober and moderate uſe of 
thole Riches and Eſtates , which the di- 
vine Providence has been Pleaſd to allow 
vs , for our Support and Accommodati- 
on in this Lite, which is known by the name 
of Contentedneſs. 
| Which 


The Excellency, and Uſefuleſs | 


E Us 
Our? 
nt 


Mo | 


ret 


ces 
ith 
Al. 
4ns 


""— of the Chriſtian Religion, Sec. 


Which Yirtze conſiſts, in the inward, 
voluntary, and univerſal Submiſſion of qur 
Wills and Delires » to God's gracious 
and wiſc Diſpoſal of us, in every Eftate 
and Condition of Life : For it our Con- 
dirion be proſpcrous , this true Chriſtian 
contentment will oblige us to reſt ſatisfied 
with what we have ; without the crouble 
of an anxious Care , and carking Deſire of 
bctting more : It we be poor, this will 
teach us tobe ſatisfied with that little Poy- 
tion which God has given us 3 withaur 
coveting of, or murmuring and repiping at 
the floariſhing Eſtate and Condition of 
other Men. - But, this peaceable and inyo- 


cent Compoſure of Mind and Spiric, is an- 


ly peculiar to the ſound Chriſtian : For 
tho the Heathers did pretend to it, yet 
they were not Maſters of ic. They could 
indeed comport with the want of Riches, 
and were ſometimes affced with a ſimple 
Poverty : Bur if chey happend to fall into 
Dilgrace or Contempt, then they cſteem'd 
it a herozcal a@ to kill chem(ſelves 3 (which 
In ſuch Caſes chey uſually did ) and a De+ 
monfiration of a raagnanimous Spirit, Bur 
St, 4ng. (in the Caſe of Cato Uticenſis and ' 
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Civit, Dei 


Lycretia) ders the folly and madnefs of Cap, 10, 


this Conceit ; and fully ſhews, that this 
Fool-hardineſs daes rather proceed from 
an impotent and cowardly *o.. an 

x ; OuOty 
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doubtleſs 'tis the greateſt Fortitude to be 
Maſters of onr ſelves ; to conquer our own 


P:mons ; and to entertain all Events with 
a ſubmiffive Patience , Conrentedneſs, and 
Aquanimity, Eſpecially if we confider, 
thar God Almighty has been pleas'd: to 
appoint a ſtate of ſufferings, to be the more 


ſucable Diſpenſation for the promoting of | 


hs own Glory , and our Good. 

Thereforeit muſt hence follow, that the 
chief and adequate Obje& of our Ghrikij- 
an Contentment ( in which the Mind 
Man can only be ſatisfied , and withour 
which all the Enjoyments of this World 
will prove empty and evant'd } is the alone 
infinite and immutable God, and rhe tu! 
enjoyment of him byFaith and Love 1nChritt 
our Mediator : For, that pious and era 
cious Soul rhat makes God his only Sub- 
Rance and Portion , rcſts fully fatisficd in 
his Mercy and Goodneſs , tho” the things 
of this VVorld ſhould fall crols , and run 
coumter to bis natural Dcfiresand Expeta- 
tions. The Truth whercof will more evi* 
dently appear, it we conftder rhefe few 
'T hingse And 

( 1) Nothing leſs than this infinite and 
Omnwverſal Good (which fills all the Facul- 
ties ) can terminate the Defires and Aſpi- 
rations of the Soul , after an endleſs and 
Þliſs{ul Immortality, Pleaſant founds = 

$* 
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{ delight the Ear, bur not the Eye ; beauti- 
| {1 Colours may plcafe the Eye, but not 


the Ear: Butthar divine and excellent Spirit 
which injoys the Favour of God in Chriſt, 
has an U:nverſal Satisfaction , and ſhall 
abound with the perfection of Parts in this 
Life , and Degrees 1n the future to his un- 


| ſpcakable. and endleſs Comfort. Whore 


having not ſeen they love , &c, 

( 2 ) This Vniverſal Good muſt be pow« 
fully impreſt upon, and have its reſidence 
in che Cabiner ot the Heart, which 1s the 
Fountain and Principle of all rational , and 
religious Tnoughts and Aﬀtions. Now, all 
the Pleaſures, Riches , and Hononrs of 
this vain and tranſicory World do only 
rove and flucuare in the Fancy, and have 
no Communication nor Intercourſe with 
the Sou!; for they are like the Armonr of 
Saul to David , too wide and unfir for it : 
Bur tne true fenſe of God's Love in 
Chriſt does repleniſh every Corner of the 
Heart with Grace and Truth,and gives that 
ſabflanrial Pleaſure and Cortertment ; thar 
there's no Joy on Earth, like that ofreſting 
fatisficd wirh the Enjoymeat of God the 
Supreme Good, 

(3) This only, is the Complement and 
PerfeRion of all other Virtues , bnt eſpe- 
ctally of this Chriſtian Contentment, No- 
thing leſs then the Supreme Good can 1c- 

| ple 
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pleniſh the Soul ; and in the midſt of all 
temporal Enjoyments » there's {iill a plas 
#ltra, (omething co be defir'd and purſued, 
which is yet ſuperior & far more excellent, 
Moſes could not be fatisfied *rill he came 
to the Top of Piſgah, that he might ſee 
the beauty and fruictulneſs of the promiſed 
Land: Bur a Believer s Reſt and Content. 
ment 1s only in Heaven » and without a 
certain Proſpect of , and Title to thole fu- 
ture Rewards, all the puny Delights on 
Earth will prove nauſeous and unſavory to 
him. 

(4 ) "Tis the Property of this ſuprems 
Good (which can only afford the rational 
Powers of the Soul plenary Contertment) 
to be permanent and of everlaſting con- 
tinuance. For tho' we ſhould enjoy all 
things, even to our wiſhes, yer the very 
apprehenſion of a furure chawge ( as we 
ſee in the more favourable Intervals of 
chronical Diſtempers ) would ſtifle or di- 
mintſh our preſent Eaſe and Contertment, 
All the Delights of this World are as the 
Summers Rain, or Morning Dew, which 
arc preſently dried up : But the Favqur 
and Mercy of God in Chriſt, are as the 
Sun Beams , which ſhine out more and 
more to the perfc& day, to which there 
ſucceeds no Darkneſs, Tho' our Accom- 
modations be mean and courſe in _— 

ents 
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Tents of Kedarz yer, the enjoyment of the 
Favour and Mercy of God, (that infinite 
and Supreme Good ) will ſupply all thefe 
Defedts 3 when we come to be ſatisfied 
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with the fulneſs of his houſe , and dyink Pla, 16.11 


abundantly of the riches of his pleaſures, 
Since then our infinicely wife and gra- 
cious God has affign'd us our Portion in 
this Life , *ris but juſt and reaſonable we 
ſhould be content with it» And cho? it be 
the bitter Cup of AMiction which he has 
put into our hands , yet in Conformity to 
Chriſt and his followers we muſt cheer- 
fully drink of it: Which if we dos *will 
turn to good Account at the laſt. If we 
moderate our Deſires, and be content with 


* ſuch things as we have , our Souls will 


not only hve at eaſe, and be free from all 
diſtracting Cares'and Deſpondency z bur 
God will bettow a greater Meaſure of his 
Blcifings upon us, if he ſee it convenient : 
And if ir ſhould fall out otherwiſe , - we 
have till cauſe to ſubmit ro his wiſe and 
gracious Determinations. Abrabar being 
content with,and deſirous that Ihmael (on 
ly the Son of his Concubine)ſhould live,and 
God bleſſed him with an Iſaac , who was 
many Degrees better :-and more worthy. 
Solomon defir d Wiſdom only , and bein 

ſatisfied wich it, God was Pleas'd to _- 
Riches and Honours as the farcher reward 


wm 


x Tim, 6; ©ing therefore Food and Raiment let us be 
8. therewith content, Many theuſands better 
than we are forc't to cruckle under a nar- 
row Fortune. The Heir of etcrnal Maje- 
ſity. and Lord of all things , was Content 
with barley Bread, and a few {mall Fiſh. 
Sz nor had he a Bed of his own where- 
on he could lay his head : Shewing us 
hereby , thac Nature is ſatisfied with a 
2 Cor.$. 9, little 3 and therefore he became Poor for 
our ſakes , that we through his Poverty 
might be made Rich ; whoſe Grace ard 
Mercy are a ſull Compenſation for all our 
other wants. vVehave no cauſe cherefore 
to diftrat nur Thoughts with an anxious 
Carc and Deſpondency , but ſhould ra- 
ther be coxtezt with that Dividend which 
God's Providence has aſſign'd us: For he 
Rom.8.32. that ſpared not his own Son , but delivered 
him up for ns all : how ſhould he not with 

him alſo freely give us all things? 
Hitherto of thoſe divine and admirable 
Datics of Piety towards God : and of thoſe 
of Chriſtian Morality , which do moſt im- 
mediatly concern our ſelves , and have the 
greateſt Influence on Mens PraQtices in 
the great Buſineſs of Religion. We Pro- 

'cced now 

3aly. and Laſtly, to treat of thoſe ſc- 
veral Duties which cangera our _— 
ans 
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and Entercourſe with other Men. And 
theſe muſt be confiderd, either (x ) in 
zexeral, as they belong to the whole Com- 
munity of Chriſtians, Or ( 2) and more 
particularly , as they relate to our Perſons, 
2nd Offices, in all the Civil , and Religi- 
ous TranſaQtions of Humane Life, And - 
1/7. Thoſe which concern all the Mem- 
bers of the Chriſtian Brotherhood in gene- 
ral are wniverſal Love and Benificence tO  -+>- 
all and every one of them ; (. without re- 
ſpe of Perſons ) of what Country , Cal- 
ling , Se or Party ſoever they be, And 
herein we ſhould endeavour to imitate the 
divine Benignity who cauſeth the Sun to wa.s. 5" 
ſhine, and the Rain to deſcend, npon the Per- 
ſons, and Poſleſſions , both of the juſt and 
juſt, And this is moſt conſonant to the 
admirable Dodarine and Example of our: 
bleſſed Saviour, who made 1t a neceflary 
Duty and Principle of Life , for Chriſti- 
ans fo Love one another, To be earneſt in Lhre.net 
the purſuit of Charity 3 and ab hings Conran 
purſuit of Charity 5 and aboue all #MNGS tCoriia.r 
to put on Charity which is the Bond of per- Col.3.14, 
fedneſs ; which Dury is recommended to 
us by this noble Enforcement : For he that _._ 
awelleth in Love dwelleth in God, and t Joh.z-16 
God in him. This is the new Commandment Jokr3-34 
and that Univerſal Law , which all belle 
ving Chriſtians are willing to be govern'd 
by; cvcn that which our Saviour has _ 
c 


x Pet.4. J 


Rom. 12, 
Io, 


Joh. 15. 
35» 


fied and confirm'd by the admirable Sandi. 
on of his own Authority and Example, $5 
thar there can be no diſpute now ( undes 
the Goſpel] Occonomy ) concerning the 
juſt Bounds and Meaſures of our Love 
and Charity to others : For the whole 
Tenor of the Chriſtian Law doth oblige ty 
fo love as Brethren, to have ferwent Chari. 
ty among our Selves , and to be kindly af: 
fe&Fion'd one towards azother : And our 
eternal Lawgiver has made this one Duty, 
the criterion ahd Cognizance of the Since- 
rity of our Faich and Obedience ; for by 
this ( faith he ) ſhall all ten know that ye 
- #iy Diſciples, if ye have love one to anc- 
#17er, 

But coilluſtrate this Point more fully : 
wherever the Chriſtian Religion is ſincc rely 
believ'd and complicd with , ir begets in its 
Proſelytes ſuch a gracious Temper of Mind 
and Spirit, as will make its Votartes 
humble, courteous, affable, candid , in- 
genuous, tender and compaſſionate z and 
as fenfible of, and zealous for other Mens 
Good as their own, This will diſpoſe 
them for all Offices of Kumanity and good 
Neighbour-hood ; and ſo cultivate and 
ſweeten their Tempers , that they'l find 
themſelves hereby oblig'd to perform all 
the nuatual Offices of Charity and mw to 
Otners 
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others which tneir preſent Scare and Cons 
licion of Lite require and call tor.” 
Againzche Goſpel Diſpen ſation obligeth ns 
p de obedicnt and ſubmiſfive to our Szpe- 
tors 3 courteous and civil to cur £quars 5 
ind to tFcat our Zzferiors and all we con- 
eſe with , with' a pleaſant Look , cvil 
Layguage. , and an obliging Deportment, 
We are oblig'd alſo to be kind and gratcful 
0/0ur 'Benctactors', ' to pity and pray for 
our-Perſceurors s and rho' we ſhould ſuffer 
s Chriftians , yer even hercin we muſt 
exerciſe Forbearance and long ſuffering 
Pattence , abſtracting from all Malice and 
gevenge 3 being molt kind and gentle and 
ale ro. be entreated , forgiving Injuries, 
aduritg Atfronts, and being forward and 
alle to -be reconctl'd. And we ſhould 
be ſo. charitable in all doubcful Caſes, as 
bo take hold on the right Handle 5 inter- 
preting all the Words and Actions, even 
of our moſt inveterate and malicious Enc- 
mics, favourably and candidly ; rather ex- 
culing, or extenuating , than proclaim- 
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Ing their Errours and Miſcarriages 5 unleſs 


tbe in ſome. important Caſes » wherein 
the Intereſt of Religion, or the Reputation 
ot our ſelves, or” others may- be emi- 
rently concern'd. 


Coals upon their heads, (which the Apoſtle 
peaks of) and if this ſovercign Medicine 
M 


wil 


Tits 7s that heaping of 
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will not melc their rugged Tempers and | civ 
Diſpoſitions, into a friendly and amicable f tioi 
Compliance with us ; they have juſt cauſe þ| the 
tobe afraid , that God's infinite Juſtice re. | wo 
ſerves 'em to be Fuel for thoſe inextin- pre 
guiſhable Flames , which are prepar'd for || anc 
the Devil, and his Angels, This chari. | the 
table Frame and Temper which I've: thus | wh 
recommended , wlll diſpoſe and qualific | mu 
us for Heaven z wherein we thall enjoy the || pat 
freeſt Intercourſe wich the holy Angels, || Lot 
and the Souls of juſt men made perfea: ſj are 
And upon theſe Terms, we need not doubt | W: 
ro be receiv*d into their holy and innocent | 2 
Communion, where we ſhall be incon-Þ| beni 
ceivably happy and rejoyce with 'emfar | Des 
CvCr. ſuct 

But, as this Univerſal Love and Benif-f| or ( 
cence will be every way ſo comfortable and vate 
advantagious , both to our ſelves and} all « 
ochers: So on the contrary, a frowarb] 1 
rugged, and unchariable Diſpoſition, auly rity 
thoſe baſe Effes which ſpring and flow] lian 
from it , ( as Hatred and Revenge , Pride fake 
and Infolence , Injuſtice and Oppreſlio ſj Refe 
Whiſpering and Backbirting , Railing and 
Slandering , FaQion and Rebellion, witl 
all their other curſed Accomplices) are nd 
only inconſiſtent with that pacific and ch# 
ritable Temper of Chriſtianity 3 bur the 


are che very Bane of, and Scandal to - reſc 
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civil and ſacred Societies, as well as a con- 
tinual Diſturbance to thoſe that commir 
-auſe | them- And whoſoever ſhall leave this 
e re- | world > whilſt he's under che power and 
xtin- || prevalence of theſe infolent, miſchievous, 
1 for | and domincering Paſſions, is fitted only for 
hari- | the Society of Devils and damned Spirits z 
thus | who having finn'd with 'em byCompliance, 
alike | muſt expect tobe puniſhe for ever by Sym- 
7 the | pathy. And thus much of that Univerſal 
gels, | Love and Benificence, which all Chriſtians 
fe: || are oblig'd to practice one towards another, 
loubt } We paſs On 
xcent | 24ly. To the Particular Duties incum- 
icon- | bent upon us, in all our Intercourſe and 
m for | Dealings with other Men, And they are 
ſuch as concern, either ( x ) the Perſons, 

ff or ( 2 ) the Poſleſſions, or ( 3 ) the Pri- 
vate, and Public Peace and Happineſs of 
all Chriſtians AndI begin 

1ſt. With that Love, Mercy, and Cha- 
rity which reſpects the Perſons of our Chri- 
ſian Brother-hood : Vhich for Method's 
fake muſt be conſider'd under a double 
Reference, And( 1) with reſpe& to their 
Souls : And ( 2) to their Bodzes, Bur 

( 1 ) Mens Sozls —_— infinitely more 
value than their Bodzes, become che prima- 
| Iy objeRts ofour Care; and 'tis certainly the 
higheſt Inſtance of Chriſtian Chariry , to 
reſcue a Soul from Death, and from the 
M 2 Peril 


163 


164. 


Levit. 19, Peril and Punilbment of Hell 'Torments, 
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Bert, 


doubrleſs ic would be of ſingular Advan- 


Therefore, to this End we are oblig'dtg 
diſcountenance. Sin in all Perſons we. cor. 


verſe with 5 ({inceithar's the. Caule of all! 
the Maladies we ſuffer ). and ,we ſhould | 


uſe our ſftedfaſtEndeavour toreciaim and re. 


_ formthe Sinner, by mild and ſerious Intreq 


tics ; and if theſe will not do ,- by levere 
(yet ſeaſonable) Reproots ;. always aiming 
at the Conviction and Converſion, not the 
Diſgrace of the Offendor. And herein we 
EXcrt Our Zeal for God's Glory ; ourjuſ 
hatred againſt Sin z and our hearty Con- 
cernmenr for -;the Salvation: of : our fellow 
 Chriſtians,.... Indeed, all our ,D:ſcourſes 
ſhould be ſeaſon'd with ſomething of Reli- 
gion; that they may Miniſter. Grace unto 
the Hcarery St, zernurd;complain'd in 


his Time, (and I am affraid *eis too appli 


cable to ours :)i-Nrbil de. Seripturis , nihil 
de falute Animarum agitur ; fed Nuge, O 
Kiſu: , &:, mitbe' profernntur in ventuit. 
Chriſtians now 4 days : (theimore's the pit 
ty ) diſcourſe little'or nothing. of Religi- 
on » that they:may edifie one\enother o Bil 
of Toys and Trifles z and jo their Communi- 
cation vecomes. either 'ſfinful, . or frothy ani 
zmpertinent. , wijereas holy, Conferetce 
( well cimd ): wonild .conduce much ro the 
Credit and Intereſt of Keligion. And 


tage 
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rage, to communicate our Experiences to 
ane anothery concerning the Power, Mer-. 
| cies and Goodneſs of God. to us, in all the 
I Straits and Exigencies which we've met 
I with in chis Life. z preſcribing alſo ſuch 
Rules and Methods herein for their $up- 
rr and Comfort , as we have found moſt 
uſeful] and beneficial to our Selves, AsY x Pers 
wery Man hath received the Gift, ſo let 
him miniſter to another , as it becomes a 
Steward of the manifold Grate of God, 
Con. | Again , that we may be happy. Inftru- 
ments in the promoting of God's Glory 
urſe and our own. Good , by' the practice of ,, ,,4u 
2el;. | fervent Charity to the Souls of orhers 5 WE ſermo indve 
muſt be carcful co. inſtru the ignorant, ©* * ts 
1h atisfie the doubtful, ſtrengthen the weak, calf 
encourage and confirm the ſtrong, periwade !entivm re- 
1;k;1 | foners to Repentance , comfort che com- 54 
fortleſs z and reprove the fcandalous Ot- aug, 
fendor : Studying hereby to make all men 
25 happy as our ſelves ; by convincing them 
of the neccſfity of making their Peace with 
God through Chrift 3 and aſſuring them 
that there's no Repentance to be expected 
beyond the Grave ; ( for the Concernments 
of the other Vorld arc fixt & immoveable, 
"he | © the Tree falls ſo it lies , and as Death 
leaves us ſo will . Judgement tind us ) thar 
without a true Faith in God the Father) 
S0n, and Ho)y Ghoſt, with a ſincere Endea- 
M3 VOur 
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vour to be and to do good, and a hearty 
Repentance for all our fins paſt , there can 

be no certain Hope of the comfortable Pre- | 38 

ſence of God's Grace here z nor any well | w® 

a grounded ExpeQtancy of his Glory hercaf. that 
the 10. tor; but 4 fearſul looking for of Judgement, nid 


v7. , 
aud endleſs Perdition. thai 

Now, if we defire to inforce theſe Mee | ## 

thods, and render *em ſucceſsful to others; S 


our Selves muſt be uniform ( fo far as it 
may conſiſt with the infirmities and indif- 
cretions of humane Nature ) in the devout 
and ſerious practice of all the Duties of Re- 
ligion: We ſhould ſtudy and firive to 
be pure and Innocent in our whole Con- 
verſations , and be extremely careful that 
we partake not of other mens ſins, either by 
conniving at, conſenting to, complying 
with , or vindicating of them in their vit- 
ous and ungodly Courſes : For unleſs we 
practice thoſe Things our ſelves, which we 
preſs on others 3 our moſt witty ſayiags 
WY of t Oni 
os of cloſeſt Reaſonings » and all other Means 
iv, Which we can Poſſibly uſe for the Conver- 
fion and Salvation of their Soxls, will have 
little or no Influence upon, nor Authority 
to Prevail with them. 
And when we have thus conſcientiouſly 
diſcharg'd our Duty, and yet our moſt 
Pious and charitable Endeavours Prove ins 


ſucceſsful ; chen we ſhould mourn for 
, their 
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their ſins in ſecret ; pray carneſtly and im- 


portunately for their Converſion 3 and (by 
2 juſt complaint co their lawful Szperiors ) 
we ſhould ſee to the execution of Juſtice, 
that they may ſuffer due and deſerved Pu- 
niſhment for their Offences in this Life 3 
that their Soxls and Bodies may be ſaved 32 
the day of our Lord Jeſas. 

Since chen the faithful Diſcharge of this 
Duty is a Buſineſs of ſuch Advantage, Ne- 
ceſſity, and Importance both to our own, 
and the Soxls of other Men ; and ſince the 
Glory of God, and the Intereſt of Religion, 
are ſo highly concernd in it : Then, what 
account ſhall wicked Men be able to give 
for the total Negle, if not abſolute con- 
tempt of this Duty > And what extreme 
Pumſhments ſhall thoſe ungodly Miſcreants 
endure , who by their vile and abominable 
Exaroples, are ſo far from ſaving a Soul 
from Death ; that they lead them headlong 
to Hell ; and become the Devil's Factors 
to plunge *em into remporal Miſery and 
eternal Condemnation. Theſe are certain- 
ly of the number of thoſe unproficable Ser- 
vants who ſhall be bound hand and foot, 
and ſuffer the 1gnominy and torture of 
thoſe Pains, which are eaſeleſs endleſs 
and remedileſs, But as we are oblig'd ro 


be extremely folicitous for the welfare of 


Mens Souls, So 


43 ; 
(2) Thiir 
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(2) Their Bodzes are as ſurable Oh- 


jects of our Charity and tenderett Com- 
paſhons : And we are oblig d by the Laws 
of our holy Prof-ſſzor , to minitter all things 
recedtu] tor the rchiet of thetr VVants , who 
are not able to provide for Thcmſelyes, 
For the Poor are the Treaſuries and Or- 
naments of the Church, and by betng cha+ 
ritable to 'em , they becom*® as 1c Were 
Bills of Exchange , by which we make a 
wiſe and fruzal Purchaſe in Heaven , and 
cran{mwirc our Eftaces into the other World, 
And it can be no matcer | * anmijon tO Us, 
whether we give Money,or 

thole that wants; ſince all Chriſtians are 
lefr ro their own Prudence and Diſcretion, 
ro diſpenſe their Charity. and Bereficence, 
as may ſccm to 'em molt mect and conve- 
nent. 

Now, the particular Inſtances, wherein 
we mult exprefs our Charity tro the Bodies 
of our fellow Chriſtians, are :ſuch- as theſe, 
Namely , the poor Widows , and Or- 
phans, the Blind, Lame, Aged, Impo- 
rent, Sick and Diſcas'd ſhould never go 
from Our Doors empty, if we have where- 
withto ſupply their Wants: We muſt give 
rhem ſomething for Food,and ſomerbing for 
Raimenc.; ana-prote& and detend(if we be 


_ able) their Perſons & Poſſcilions, from the 


Oppreſſfionand Injury of Mercilels and nos 
ST + | righ* 


oney worth to | 
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tighteous Men. More particularly yet,our 

Religion obligech us to recrnite the Spoll- 
4, to redeem Captivesand thoſe thar are: 
n Bonds 3 to entcrtain Strangers, relieve 
the Sick, and thoſe that are in Priſon ; and 
to be careful to bury the dead Bodies of 
ur Brethren in honour and ſafety. And 
thus weare bound (in all thoſe Inſtances 
which I have mention'd ) to be charitable 
to all Perſons z bur eſpecially ro thoſe who 
re unblameable in cheir Lives, and ( ac- 
cording to their Abilities ) painful intheir 
Callings, modeſt in their Behaviour, and 


to ſuch ( moſt particularly ) who being 


rally indigent ,.arc yet aſham'd to beg. 
To enforce this Daty : God has plac'd 
the Safeguard of our Lives in the mutual 
Aſiſtances of one another: And then we 
rejoice moſt ſutably for God's Mercies re- 
cav'd, when by our bounty Others have 
cauſe to rejoice with us, It we be not able 
to give much yet we muſt-give what we 
can, and where there's a willing Mind and 
Diſpoſition tro do Good,(God has promiſed 


to accept it &reward the Widows Mite,and g;,;-;,,,.. 
2 Cup of cold Warer with the Comforts bes ds Les 
and Bleſſings, both of this and a future life. ryan 


And tho* we. cannot relieve the Diſtrefles 


of our poor brethren by :our-Purles, yet latium af- 


we may affit them with our Perſons and:in ff 


pur Prayers, which { in many Inftances.) 


way 


Pſa; 5H. I. 
ARs Io, 4* 


Iſa. 58. 5, 
8, Ge "LA 


may be comforteble and advantageous tg 
them. Andto encourage us further here. 
in, 
Oar Charity to Men is always rewarde 
with Mercy from God And this will be 
a certain Expedient ( if it be ſcaſonably 
made uſe of }) to ſecure both our Perſons, 
ard Poſſeſſeons from injury and violence, 
( 1 ) Our Perſons will be ſafe under the 
condud of a wife and gracious Providence: 
The wicked indeed may rage againſt, and 
perſecute thecharitable and merciful Man, 
but God will hold him in: the hollow of his 
hand , preſerve him from violence un- 
der the ſhaddow of his Wings, and he fhal 
be ſafe under his ſeathers in the time of 
troxble, God will hear his Prayers and 
grant his Deſires and either givc 
what he asks, or ſomerhing equivalent if 
not more advantagious. Deal thy Bread 
then to the hungry, and bring the Poor that 
are caſt out to thy Houſe : when thin 


ſeeſt the naked cover him, and hide nt thy 
ſelf from thine own Fleſh ; then ſhall thy 
light break forth as the Morning, ( thy Soul 


ſhall be enrich'd with all ſpiritual and hes 
venly bleſſings ) and thine health ſhall ſpring 


forth ſpeedily : and thy righteouſ) neſs foal 


go before thee , the Glory of the Lord fhdl 


be thy Re-reward, And as our Benevolenc!| 


and Beneficence to others , is a certain = 
peer: 
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dient to preferve our Perſons in peace 
and ſafety. 50 

(2) 'Tis of great uſe and importance 
(1) to improve, and (2) to ſecure our 
Efates and Poſſeſſrons, to #5 and ours, For 
the 

Firſt, The /zberal Soul ſhall be made ſat, ; 
and he that watereth th watered 7 — 
ſelf. For he that hath pity on the Poor,lendeth Pro-19.17: 
to the Lord, and that which he hath giver: 
will be pay him again, and Bleſs him in all 
that he putteth his hand wnto, The ſame Ma-7-1- 
Meaſure that we mete t0 others , ſhall be . 
meaſur'd tous again: Tothe merciſuls God TY 
will ſhew himſelf merciſul , and the righte- y(4.nn2:9; 
ous ( that is the charitable Man ) ſhall be 
had in everlaſting Remembrance, Thus zf Eccl. t1.8 
we caſt our Bread upon the Water, ( with- 
out _ - groom ge _ choſe whom 
we TeElteve ) Te ſNall find is after 2143 | 
days: This 3s to make to our le friends Luk 32.5 
of the Marmmon of ———— , and to 
provide Bags which wax not old 5 e treaſure 
in heaven that ſadeth not, where no Thief 
approacheth, neither Moth corrupteth, And nu ſens 
doubtleſs the more we communicate to fer unde 
others (out of a true Principle of Charity) = 0g 
themore will God communicate to us: For pe E 
in St. Auſtin's opinion ) they ſhall never Charitatia, 
want Abilities , nor Opportunities to give» | 
who are thus pionſly and charitably diſ- 

| pos 'd 


Deut, Igg 
IO. 


I72 
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pos'd, : Andas our Charity and Bounty tg 


the Poory is of fingular Uſe and Ad vantage 


for the Improvement of our Eſtates and 
Poſſeſſzons,; ( as has: been nored from the ex. 
pericyce of many charitable.Perſons , even 
inour Memories ) So, 

 Second(y,. "This will prove the beſt Expe- 


| dient to-3xereaſe ahd 7mprove what we have 
* got , and.to preſerve them. too: (1) For 


the benefit of our Seives,, and { 2 ) of our 


 Poſterity,” 


( 1 ) Our diffuſive Charity will be of 
great Ule and-Expediency to preſerve and 
1mProve our Pofſeſſzons for the Benefic and 
Gomtfort of our Selves, No Extortioner, no 
Tyrant 'no; Oppreſlor ſhall be able to ſeize 
them our .of.. qur Hands. The ftronac{ 
Locks and Bolts , Banks and Exchequers, 
and the ſureſt Mortgage in Lands may fail; 
( ſor Riches do often take to themſelves wings 
and fly away ) but that Money, and: thoſe 
Goods which we give to the Poor , are 
tranſmicred tgy.and laid up in thoſe: Hea- 
venly Treaſuries , where neither Moth 
nor Ruft doth corrupt ,..and where Thievet 


YT. ſpall 20t: break thorow and ſteal 'er + God 


having Promis'd that they ſhall be kept in 
ſafe Cuſtody for us "till the great day of 


Mar. 'ss: Account, , When the King ſhall ſay to them 
24-313 36» 0: bis right hand , come ye bleſſed of my Fa- 
ther, inherit the Kingdom prepared for 


you 


jrom 


of the Chriſtian Religion, &c. 
from the foundution of the World: ( And 
he.. aſſigns cheſe 'Acts of Charity. as the 
Motives and Reaſons inducing bim-, to ad- 
vance *©m ro this Honour and' Happineſs ) 
For 'I was an hungred, and ye gave me Meat, 
1 was. thirſiy and ye gave me'Drink', Iwas 
a Stranger and ye took me in,' naked and 
je clothed me, I was ſick and ye viſited me, 
Iwas in Priſoniand ye came unto me; For 
verily T ſay unto yon, foraſmuch' as ye have 
done it to one of the leaſt of thefe my bre- 
thren, ye have done it unto me. He inter 
rets. all thoſe Acts of Bounty and Charity 
beftow'd on his poor members - as done to 
himſelt, TT 
\ (2) By Ads of Mercy and (Charity we 
entail our Eſtates with a bleſſing upon our 
poſterity ; whereof they ſhall enjoy the 
Comfort and Beneftt when we are dead. 
The' Widows Child was bleſt wich the 
Fruits of his Mother's Charity 'to the Pro» 
Phet, The Son'of- Forathar was plentifully 


David, And *rwas the Obſcrvation-of that 
Kingly Propher' ('\from/a well gtounded 


x Rings 1) 
2%. . ' 
rewarded - for his: Father's Beneficence to ? $99» 2 


b 
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experience) that henever ſaw the righte- vs, ,7. ut 


oxs ( thacis the charitable Man) forſaken, 
2on bis Seed begging their Bread, 'All Which 
mighe be further corfirm'd ( if *ewere ne- 


cellary ) by innumerable Inſtances, both 


anclent and modern. And if Parents would 
TOY | _ 


be carcful to pur ſomething into God's 
hands for their Children , which they 
might do by relieving the Poor and Indj- 
gent ; (for God acknowledges it 8s a Debt 
due from himſelf,which be will certainly pay 
and with advantage) whatever becomes of 
= ref} of their Eſtates that part will be 
aſe. 

Thus by being #eerciſul to ochers, we 
ſhall obtain God's blefling for our elves 
and our Children , both in #his and a fu- 
ture Life, Therefore , for the ſake of our 
indigenc Brethren , «for God's ſake , for 
Chriſt's ſake , (and it not for theirs, yet ) 
for our own, and the Happineſs of Ours., 
let us be tender and aficQionate, chatis 
table and compaſſionate ro all Men, of 
every Nation and Country , Se&t or Par- 
ty whatſoever, ( for the Command is inde 

nite ) if they be in Miſery and Diſtreſs, 
And all our Aims and Intentions of doing 
good to others ſhould be ſincere, without 
any mixture of Pride , Paſſion, Intercſ}, 
Hypocriſie , Oftentation or Vain-glory. 
What we give to the Poor , muſt be with- 
- out grudging , murmuring, or repining : 
And Decds of this nature muſt be done 
cheerfully , freely and bountifully, from 
the Gonſcience of our Duty co God » and 
with a charitable Intention to do Goed. 


* Since 
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Since then this Duty of Charity and Mr 
; rothe Poor is every way fo beneficialto 
as; and ours ; and can by no means be 
mitted wichout manifeſt Prejudice, both 
to our preſent and future Concernments, in 
this and another World : And ſceing we 
neither wane Objects to relieve , nor Op- 
portunities of doing good 3 ( for the Poor 
ſhall be alwayes with us). les #s there- 
fore endeavour fo make wnto our ſelves 
Friends ( whilſt we may) of this Mammon 
of Unrighteouſneſi 3 that when we arc 
ſtript naked of aJl theſe temporal Enjoy- 
ments, our merciful and gracious God may 
receive us into his everlaſting Habitations- 

Now, if the Caſe ſtands chus wich the 


Charitable and Merciſul Chriſtian, ( which 


indeed it does ) as 'tis fully and clearly re- 
preſented , ( for God is pleas'd with Mers* 
cy, bur inexorable to thoſe thar ſhut up the 
Bowels of Compaſſion againſt the Poor: ) 
Then what ſball become ofthoſe mercileſs, 
crue],and uncharitableMen,who have moſt 
wickedly ſpent their Eſtates in ſuperfluous 
and intemperate Eating , Drinking , Gam- 
ing, ſumptuous Buildings, coſtly Furniture 
of Houſes, gorgeous APpParel, croublc- 
ſome and vexatious Suits in Law, Horſes, 
Dogs, numezous Attendants , and in many 
other Inſtances of Luxury , and Debauche- 


ry ;z Which are every where obvious, and 


God 


tion> By which irreligious and wicked 
Excravagancies, Charity to-the Poor ( as 
well as Hoſpitality ) are dwindled into no- 
thing ; and if the importunate Beggar doey 
now and ther ſquieze a Penny out of their 
Pockets ; ( to be freed from his Clamours) 
yet they ſcldom give without ſome ſmart, 
or {currulous ReAcions uFon bH1S Perſon 
and Condition; whilſt they can ſpend whole 
Lordſhips on their Luxury. . We have 
alas ! (which is very fad ) too many de- 
Plorable Inſtances of Men ot- uncharitable 
Minds and- urmerciful Diſpoſitions ; that 
have ruin'd: their Eftatcs.,, Honours) Rex 
putations, Bod ics, Souls , andiall by in- 
temperate Living s who. by a: frugal and 
carefyl Management might... have made 
themſelves and ther Families { whom they 
have utterly- undone ) + both! happy here, 
avd>for everiic::, fy fans Ho | 
-»* Bur there are another ſort :of griping 
Alammoniſis , ( in the other extreme )' who 
have rais'd their own Fortuncs:; by Fraud 
and Oppreſſion', upon the Ruines of other 
Mebs. Bur: theſe Cormorants have littk 
ot.'no Enjoyment of whar--thcy have thus 
baſely gor-; and therefore ir cannor. be ex- 
pected that they ſhould be, charitable to 
-others. - Here and there 'one Perhaps, will 
dedicate ſome part of hisi]l begotten Eſtate 
, 0 
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Na- 


to pious and cbaricable Uſes, to atone for 
thoſe crimſon and crying Sins , which they 
nave fo wicked!y and wiltfully commited : 
fur, as thefe ſpecious Pretences to Piety 
nd Virtue, are no other then groſs Hypo- jou 
riſie , and abominable in the fight of God; peccatum 
{ they'l find char (wichour Repentance and "7 reſits. 
Reſticurion ) all theſe Projets will prove tun 4ug. 
{ruicleſs and ſtand*em in no ſtcad at the great | 
Audit, | | 

To conclude this Point, Let all unmer- 
citul Men conſider , . char if they continue 
ſo, their Doom 1s already determin'd 5 
for they ſhall all go away into everlaſting Mah, 25; 
Torments : And there's nothing bur Judge- #*1*«2- 
ment without Mercy to be expeted by thoſe 
that will ſhew no Mercy, All their Pray- 
ers, and Tears, &c, without Eharity are 
to no purpoſe - For 'whoſo ſtoppeth his p,,..z 
Bay to the crie of the Poor, he fhall alſo crie | 
binſelf and ſhall not be heard, Thus much 
of that Inflance of Duty which reſpects the 
Perſons of our fellow Chriſtians, We 
proceed 

2aly, To that other Branch ofit, which 
concerns their ' Poſſeſſrons , which is Juſtice 
and Honeſty. Now, J=ſtice is a compre» 
benfive Terms and in its full Jatitude im- 
phes the Conformity of the whole Man co 
the whole Will of God : Or. 'tis more 
Particular , and rcftrain'd to the Perſons ; 
_ N : ( of 


their Vives, Children, and Servants ; (1 
before ) or their Gold, Silver, Hoſe, 
Lands, and that which may be az dear to 
*m, asSall the reſt, viz. their Credit and 
Reputations, Burt I ſhall treat of this Vir. 
tue or Duty now under Conſideration, 
with reſpet(I) tothe Eſtates, and/ 2) 
che Repucations of our Chriſtian Brother- 
hood, And for the better underſtanding 

of this Point». 
Fuftice ve- Tffe That Juſtice which has a peculiar 
ſpeing the Reference to the Eſtates of other men is 
—_— 4 either ( 1) Commurative, or ( 2 ) Diſtti 
either butive Juſtice, Both which do neceſlan]y 
imply a conſtant Will, Defire , and En- 
deavour to give to every One , Snperiors, 
Equals, Interiors , whac by a juſt Right 
and Title becomes their dues whether they 
be Friends or Enemies, virtuous or vitt 
ous ; all Perſons whatſoever are compre 
hended in it , and have a rightto it. We 

_ begin 

1. con. (1) With Commutative Juſtice ; whic| 
*uztive, is wholly converſant in the ordinary Trail 
ation of Buſineſs between Man and Man, 
This obligech all Men mutually ro conſul: 
their own, & Neighbours Advantage 1 
their Commerce and Converſation wil 
eacm, That fundamental Lay of ney 
whic 
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( of which already Y or the Poſſeſſiors gf [whic 
our Neighbours, And thoſe are eitherthe 
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zr of which our bleſſed LAfd has adapted into 
ither the Chriſtian Religion of dealing with 
3 (others bore fide, as we deſire to be dealt 
ſe; [with our ſelves, muſt be .kept inviolable 
2r toflin our wholeIntercourſe wich one another. 
and Every Mans Conſcience ſhould be a private 
Vir] (hancery and Court of Equity in his own 
tion | Boſom. ' And unleſs we make this Golden 
(2 )[Aule rhe Standard to regulate our Afﬀairs 
her-| by, all other a&s of Picty, &*c, are no 
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ding] better chan painted Hypocrifie , and moſt wic. 6.213, 


auminable in the fight of God andall good 
liar} Men, | 
55} Thoſe Gentlemen have been no grear 
iri-Þ Friends to the Chriſtian Religion , who ſo 
arily eagerly diſpuce againſt Moralicy, ( as they 
En-f| pretend)for the advancement of free Grace, 
"ors, Þ As if both fides of this ContradiQtion could 
ight | be truc, thata Man might be godly and 
hey {| diſhoneſt ar the ſame time ; and be a pure 
vit-Y Diſciple of the firſt , whilſt he's an open 
pref] Enemy to , and tranſgreſlor of the Com- 
We mandments of che ſecond Table ;._ ſo that 

no man (in their ſenſe ) can be Evange- 
ud lically righteous, unleſs he be Morally un- 
af righteous. Bur if they would examine the 
an | whole Chriſta: Do@rine impartially, they 
ſul may be ſausfied ( if they pleaſe, ) chat an 
inf honeſt uprigar Carriage , ſpeaking Truth 
8} ro our Neighbour, the keeping of a Man's 
ref Word ; performing Oarhs and Promiſes ; 
ict N 2 | che 
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the ating fincerety ana conſcientiouſly in 
all our Dealings with other Men, is a con- 
ſiderable part of that Religioz, which our 
blefſed Saviour cameto preach and prope 
gate in the VVorld. 


* But I would ftudioufly avoid all Contro. 


verſie-, and ſhall only defire them, and all 
Chriſtians to conſider ; that this excellent 
Aeligion which we profeſs docs oblige us to 
be candid and ingenuous , to meaſure al 
our Words by our Meaning, ſo, that we 
neither pretend What's falſe , nor conceal 
what's true3 but make Truth and Equity, 
Juſtice and Honeſty the Common Baſis and 
Standard of all hamane Tranſa&ions : For 
tolyez and ſwear , and diſſemble, for the 
promoting of Mens Intereſts in this World; 
are Straragems which the Devil has always 
made uſe of , to allure and entrapall in- 
confiderate and worldly-minded Men, And 
indecd, tis highly incongruous, and moſt in- 
conſiſtent with the Genias and Spirit of 
Cirifttanity , to difſemble and deny the 
Truth;and every iincereChriftian will abhor 
and abandon thoſe Methods , of maintain- 
ing his ſecular Intereſts by Lyes and Fall- 

Nool's © 
Again, this J«ſtzce does oblige us to per- 
form all our Promiſes and Contracts, (which 
are neither unlawful , nor impoſſible to be 
kept) tho to our greateſt prejudice ; __ 
727 unlels 
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rer'd : 


ftice of the Month : 
Words and falſe Pretences to chear and 
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unleſs theſe be faithfully obſerv'd , as che 
Government we live under may be endan- 
Sono Man can be fafe , either in 


hs Perſon , or Poſlſefſions, Nor ſhould 


| ve wilfully cranſgreſs any of thoſe Laws of 


Juſtice and Sincerity ; nor make uſe of any 
Man's Ne ceſlity , Ignorance Paſlion, Oc. 
o enrich our Selvesgor advance our Eſtates 
in this VWVorld, Thus I have given you a 
ſhore Specimen of this poſitive part of Core 
n#tative Juſtice, wherein we ſhould be 
25 tender of other Mens lntereſts , -as Our 
own. | 

But our Obligations hercin will more 
evidently appear , if we conſider the Ne- 
gative part of this Duty ; which forbids all 
Encrenchment on other men's Rights, in ta= 
king away their Cattle, Money , Houſes, 
Lands, Oc. either by Fraud,or Violence. 
And this T»jaſtice js either 7 I) of the Heart, 
which is extended to all thoſe ſeveral Ob- 
kts mention'd before , which we ſhould 
nor Cover nor deſire 5 and a Sin exprefly 
contradiQtory to, and forbiaden in the terth 
Commendwent, (2) There's the Tnju- 
As in ufing deceicful 


over-reach one: another in buying and ſel- 
ling, or in perſwading an heir by falſeand 
flattering Speeches to quit his Intereſt in all, 


or any part of his Eſtate ; or when a Wt- 


dow 
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þy the Law of Nature, the Law of Na: 
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dow is wrought on by Fraud or Force, to 
tranſfer che Title of that Inheritance, which 
of right belong d to the Children of the 


fir}, to thoſe of her ſecond Husband. | 
Or laſtly, when Schiſmarical and Seditious | 


Perſons , by their ſmooth and deceitfu{ 
Language, do not only allure and perſwade 
others tO ſubſtra&t their Obedience from 
their [awful Superiors ; but dodecoy them 
by degrees to joyn with 'em, in all their 
vile and unwarrantable Practices of Faction 
and Rebellion. ( 3) There's the Tnjuſtice 
of the Hand, which conſiſts in taking away 
the Eſtates of other Men, ( or any partof 
them ) by Fraud or Injuſiicez or in detain- 
ing the juſt Wages of Labourcrs or Ser- 
vants3 or in not reſtoring the Pledge upon 
the payment of the Money for which 
that was the Lender's Security ; or in de- 
frauding the Prince of his Honour and Tri- 
bute 3 or 1n corrupting the 7#ſtice of the 
Nation for Bribes ; or laſtly , when a man 
appropriates thoſe things to himſelf, which 
have been dedicated ( by bis pious Ance- 
ſtors ) tothe ſerviceof God , and the main- 
rainance of his Miniſters: As in the de- 
tention of Tyths, and Offerings ; or in the 
felling of Eccleſiaſtical Livings , &*c, © 
All which ſeveral kinds of Injnſtice arc 
expreſly contradictory to , and forbidden 
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tions and the poſitive Laws of God, borh 
in the Old and New Teftaments. And 
whoſocver offends in all , or any of #heſe 
Inſtances, withouc Repencance, and Refſti- 
tution ( in moſt Caſes, ) and a trhorow Re- 
formation of Life > ſeldom eſcape Puniſh- 
ment even In this World 3 and do with 


De Mmnale 


their 11] gotten Eſtates entail a Curfe on ,,,j:i; 
their miſerable Poſterity, ( of which we viz gau- 


have ſeen many lamentable Inſtances in our 
Days : ) But if they ſhould hold whilſt 
they live > what they have baſely gor by 
their Deceit and Rapine; God's Juſtice 
and Vengeance will certainly meer wich 
them in the other World, Know ye zot 
( ſaith the Apoſtle ) #hat the wunrighteous 
foall not inherit the Kingdom of God 2 Be 
nt deceived ;neither Fornicators,nor Adultes 
rers , ( who violatc the Chaſticy of their 
Neighbours Vives and Daughters, the 
greateſt injuſtice that can be commirted, ) 
nor Thieves , nor Covetons, nor Extortio- 
mers, ſhall inherit the Kingdom of Heaven : 
For the wrath of God is reveal d from Heas- 
wen againſt all unrighteouſneſs of men; Thus 
all choſe ſeveral kinds of T»jnſtice ( which 


I have given you an account of ) are cen- 
ſur'd and condemn'd by the juſt Laws of 
God , and the infallible Decree of Heaven, 
from whence there can be no appeal: We 


paſs on from this Head of commutative, 


. (2) To 


det teriius 
heres. 


1Cor, 6.9; 


Rom.! oI $3, 
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(2) To Diſtributive Juſtice. This j; 
pecuſtar to the Supreme and Suborgj. 


nate Magittrates In every Nation 3 whoareſ 


God's Vicegerents and Reprefentatives gn 
Earth, and inveſted with Power and Ay. 
thority from above to protect and reward 
the Innocent 3 and to inflict Puniſhment 
on Offendors, in proportion ro the Crimes 
committed againit the Laws of God , and 
the King. Bur tho the grear Majeſty of 
Heaven and Earth, has devolv'd his Au: 
thoricy upon them, yct they are not ex- 
cmpred from Rule ; being oblig'd by the 
Laws of God , and tineir Country , ( in 
their reſpective Capacities ) to be impar« 
tial inthe Adminiſtration of J#ſtice ; There- 
fore, they ſhould be always ready to hear 
theComplaints of thoſethat are oppreſt and 
inur'd 3 and be ſevere and terrible in in- 
fliting due and deſerved Puniſhments upon 
all wiltul and open Tranfgrefſors: And 
is requir'd of 'em that they be impartial 
and unbiaſt, in their Decerminations of 
Matters of Law, or Fat , which may con- 
cern cither the Poor or Rich. Juſtice 
knows 10 Friends,no Relatives, no Bribes; 
and is cqually at Leiſure to hear the Com 
plaints of all Pcrfons,of all Ranks and Qua- 
lities whatſocver, | | 
Ir muſt needs then be heinous Impiety in 
any man, who is jatruſked with the Ma- 
: Nage? 


0 


s 
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his is] nagemenr of the Affairs of Government, ci- 
ordi.f cher in Church or State, ro take Bribes; 
'oareſ'or opt of any by-ends or private reſpec, 
'S onfl co wreſt and corrupt the public J«ſ#ice of 


Ay- 


yard 
ents 
[mes 
and 
7 of 
Au- 
CXs 
the 
tn 
At 
re- 
ear 


nd 


the Nation 3 or to procecd in Judgement 
contrary to the Merits of che Cauſe: For 
tho' 111 Magiſtrates may, and (many times) 
do eſcape Puniſhment in this World ; yer 
there's a God above who is higher and 
rreater than they 
no reſpe# of Perſons ) that will take a ſtrict 
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(and with whom there's rperrry 


and ſevere account of their Adminifiratt- ggn.s; 5; 


ons ; and reward, Or puniſh *em according- 
ly, This exaG and impartial Admintniftra- 
ton of Juſtice , would be a great means to 
reduce Chriſtianity to ttrs ancient Dignity 
and PerfeRion : and doubtleſs thoſe ſhould 
be moſt careful and conſcientious in doing 
Jaſtice themſelves , who are intruſted with 
Commiſhons tram God and the King, to 
diſiribate 1t to Others, But 'tis nor my Pro- 
vince to preſcribe Rules to my Superiors, 
I have done with that Branch of Juſtice 


which concerns the Poſſeſſzors of our fel-- 


low Chriſtians, My Mechod leads me 


adly. To coniider that which relates to 7uftice re- 


their Credit aud Reputation, And 


- unqueſtionable , that all Men have a nata- 


tural Right and Title to a good Reputation 
in this World,unlcſs they ſhall forfeit ir by 
ſome groſs Miſcarriages : Whoſoever 


thcres 


"tis ſpeffing tk 
Credit and 
Reputation 


of otbers. 
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Joh, 8.44. 


therefore ſhall go about to accaint an inno- 
cent Man's Credit by falſe Witneſs, pub- 
lic Slandersy private Vhiſperings, or any 
other landedline and difingenuous Mean: 
and Methods ; is not only guilty of rhe 
Sin, but ſhall incur the Penalkics of dowr- 
right Knavery and Injuſtice. 

Therefore, in common Charity and Ju- 
fiice weare oblig'd to be as tender of cve- 
ry Man's Reputation as our own. And 
doubtleſs upon this Account , our bleſſed 
Saviour has forbidden all ſorts of Lying, 
Backbiting , Slandering , Railing » De- 
traction , Cenſoriouſneſs, virulent and ur 
charitable Invectives, and all other falſe 
and politic Devices ; whereby the AKepmic 
and Credit of our Neighboxr may be in- 


pair d andinjurd. Befides, gheſe unchz- | 


ritable Practices, are the ſpawn and iffae of 
the Devil , who is the Father of them; 
and therefore, whoſocver doth maliciouſly 
lye and difſemble for his own Advantage; 
or to the prejudice of others, be is of the 
Dewil his Father , whom God has threat- 
ed to deſtroy. 

Again, theſe Methods of evil Speaking 
have a double Tendency to do Miſchiet : 
Either public , as Slander ; or privare, as 
DetraFion. Pieviſhand paſhonate Men do 


make uſe of the open way to hurt ; but] 


thoſe who are more politic and _— 
( anc 
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| (and yer envious) are more cloſe and 
fubrile in managing their Deſigns of Mil- 
chiefand Wickedneſs; an tho' the Cre- 
dir and Reputation of good Men be uſually 
wounded both ways ; yet private Whiſpes 
rers are the molt dangerous Enemics ; be- 
cauſe the injur'd Perſon docs ſeldom or ne- 
ver meet with an Opportunity to viadicate 
himſelf, 

Now, fer the Prevention, and Care of 
this uncharitable and tnchriſtian Humour , 
( which God knows 1s every where too 
common , eſpecially amongſt thoſe of the 
preciſe Party who eſtecm chemſelves conft- 
derable Proticients in Ghriſtianity ) give 
me leave to make theſe few Remargques. 


And 

(1) The holy Scripture has denounced 1Cor.s. 1. 
a ſevere Woe againſt rhe Haters and Revilers * 19% 2:94 
of their Brethren ; cſteeming 'em no better 
than Children of Wrath, and Veſſe!s fitted vrov.s.16, 
for DeſtruFion, In which they nearly re- 2» !9- 


kmble our great Adverſary the Devil, who |. 10LSs 


16 a cruel Enemy to , and mercileſs Accu- 
{cr of God's deareſt Saints and Servants. 

( 2) Uncharitable 1-ve@zwes are certain 
Evidences and Indications of a corrupt and 
unſanQified Heart : and are ſaid by the 

| Ancients to be caminmos dentes Diaboli, the 
devouring Tceth of rhe old Serpent, Upon 
which Saint Bernard cxpreſly , Detrahere 

CEE 
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fid, ad 


Bupen, : 


trum borum 
adamnabilias ft » mon facile dixerim, fo 
vile and miſchievous are theſe uncharitable 
Practices ; that thoſe who can hear thei; 
Neighbours reproacht with pleaſure and 
ſatisfaction, are as much to blame , and 
muſt expe& to ſhare with the . Detra@Gor 
themſelves in their duc and deſerved Py- 
nihments, 

(3 ) The Slanderer and DetraGor add 
{in to finz and iniquity to iniquity ; For he 
always deſpiſeth and hates thofe whom 
he ſo unwarrantavbly rails againſt. Ve 
{hall conclude this Potnt with chat remark- 
able Dz/tzch of Sr, Arg. which he writ over 
his Table 3 and I wiſh it were written in 
legible Charadters in the Practices of all 
Chriſtians ; 


Quiſquis amat dittis abſentem rodereFamam, 
Hanc Menſay: wetit am noverit eſſe ſibi, 


For, is very unmanly and difingenuous 
as well as unchriſttan, in any one to abule 
his Netghbour , «ſpecially in his Abſence, 
And I am confident it would conduce much 
to the Intercft of Religion , and the Peace 
of our Civil Government , if ſuch Canibals 
were 1nterdicted all humane Societie : 
and indeed , they are more fit to be herd- 
cd up with Beaſts, then hayc the Privi- 


ledge 
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Bern. Lib. 4uf detrahentem audire, 
2, de Con. 
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ſedge to converie with Men. Thus much 
of tioſe Dntres which relate to the Perſons 
and Poſſeſſzons of our Chriſtian Neighboure 
hood. We pals forward 


3415. To the laſt Branch of our Du- 


Concerns 


ty to Others, which imports the public jug the 


Peace and Quiet of the whole Community 
of Chriſtians, *T1s moſt obſervable, that 


praftice of 
Peace and 
= : unity 
bcfore,and ar our blefled Saviour's coming mor 


=__ 
into the World \ the Jews and Centiles ns 


were ſo much at odds, that they denied 
the common Offices of Civility to one 
nother 3 they wolld have 'no Inter- 
courſe nor Dealings together ; bur did pro« 
ſecure each orher by ſuch barbarous Me- 
tiods of Cruelty and Injuſtice , that their 
Inbumanities were ſcarce ever equal'd, but 
could not be outdone by the moſi ſavage 
Heatherns. Bur when our evcrlafting Prixce 


of Feace came into theſe lower Regions to 


make up the Breach berween God and Mans 
he brake down rhe Partition Wal 5 pro- 
claim'd an univerſa) Peace by his Do@tine, 
and confirm'd it by the Example of his own 
Life, and the peaceable and quiet De- 
portement and Demeanour of his Follow- 
ers: Hereby fulfilling thac Prophefie , of 
breaking Swords into Plough-ſhares, &c. 
And the whole Contexture and Dcſign 
of our Chriſtian Religion ( as is moſt evi- 
dent from all the Particulars of it ) can be 
ng 
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no other then to reconcile God and Man, 
Jew and Gentile , and co reduce the whole 
World into one Community. 

Now to enforce the Practice of theſ: 
Dzties not only of public bur private Peace, 
'ewill be of ſingular uſe and importance, tg 
coafider the Force and Encrgy of thele fol. 
lowing Arguments. For ( 1 ) Feare Mey. 
Eph. 3. ne: 6*75 of that myſtical Body , whereof Chriſ 
Heb.r2.14 Jeſws #5 
7 Thel. 5: be af Peace with all men ; to praftice Peate 
Eph, 4. 3- 401g oxr ſelves, and «to uſe out ntmof 
endeavours to preſerve the Unity of the $i. 
ris in the Bond of Peace ;, which if we bc 
2 Tax. 13: careful to do » the God of Love and Peace 

= will be with w. | 
(2) Weare all Deſcendents from tne 
ſame common Parents, Adarm*and Ze; 
and thercfore it would be moſt unnatural 
Eph, 4- 6. tO hate, Tail againſt » and quarrel with our 
own Fleſh. We have al! che ſame God to 
our Father;zand fince we arc Brethren, how 
ſhould we love, and beat Peace one with 


" anocher. Eſpecially, fince nothing can be 


' more pleaſantin this World » ther for Bre 
thren to live together in Unity, 

(3) We have all one bleſſed Lord 
our Kedeexwer , who purchas'd us all at one 
and the ſame Price ; char we might bc at 
Peace with God, and amongſt our S-lves 
He has given us all one Goff 


el, and one 
Faith, 
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Faith, which! is perte&ed in us by one and 
the ſame Spirit : Since then we arc unit« 
ed in our Minds in believing the ſame 


Podrine , ir would be highly incongruous 
co be divided in our Aﬀections; this would 
be to pull down with one hand , what we 
are endeavouring to ſet up with the orher, 


(4) Weare all Temples of the ſame 


| holy Spirit tlie SanRtifier; by whoſe power- 


tul Operation and Influence ( if we ſtifle 
not his Gifts and Graces by our Sins ) he 
will unite us to Chriſt our Head, and in 
the mutual Bonds of Love, Peace, and Oni- 
ty to one another, - 

(5) We have all one Calling to Picty 
and Holineſs of Life ; and we have the 
ſame Hope of our Calling in Chriſt Jeſus : 
we all aſpire to, and hope for the ſame 
Happineſs , and upon the ſamie Conditi- 
ons; why ſhould we therefore differ on 
Earth , fince we doall expe tobe united 
in the ſame Society in Heaven > where there 
ſhall be an abſolute End of all Feuds and 
Contentions. 

( 6 ) We arcall of us united in one Bo- 
dy by Baptiſm, and herein admitted to all 


the Priviledges thereof, as Mcmbers of che 


ſame Chriſtian Brotherhood : If we ſepa- 
rate therefore from the Body, we un- 
church our {clves 5 make void the Terms, 
and 


199. 


and eancel the Bonds of our Peace and Re 
conciliation. 
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; 


ſons, 
pruv al 


(7) andLaſtly, we do all partake of [9 


the 
Chriſt's Holy Supper : We myſtically eat 
the ſame Body, and drink the ſame Bloud 
of Chriſt : And certainly this Pledge and 
Aſſurance of his eternal Love tous, thould 
be che moſt powerful Motive to perſwade 
as to love one another, | 

By theſe and many other Arguments, 
Examples, Precepts, and Counlcls, we 
are not only oblig'd to preſerve and main- 
tain Peace in our Chriſtian Community; 
bur co avoid ( as we would do the mott 
Peſtt{emial Diſcaſe) all FaRious, Schiſma- 
tical, and turbulent Behaviour in all Soci- 
_ eties both Sacred and Civil , whercof we 
are Members, The Miſchicfs of Factions 
and Seditions are innumerable $ nor c#n we 
preferve Peace and Unity, but by mutual 
Forbearance , .and Condeſcention ; and 
mdeed, *tis. impoſtible that there ſhould be 
any fach ching as Unanimity,amongft fiery, 
kieree, and contentious Spirits: 

Now , for the better Eſtabliſhment of 
this Peace, which I've recommended to 
you by ſuch cogent and convincing Argu- 
ments z which our greateſt Adverſarics by 
alltheir Malice, and Sophiſtry ſhall  ne- 
ver be able toclude, Ir concerns all ha: 
ONS 


ſame Elements in the Sacrament of 
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ons, in every Capacity , both public ahd: 


| ſrernment ; and by the Encouragement ef 


_ ſors may lead peaceable Lives, in all Godli- 


private, to uſe their urmoſt endeavours to 
zomote and maintain it. And therefore | 


(1) Thoſe that move in the higheſt Sipertors; 
Sphere of Government, have Cauſe to con« 
idep how much they. are oblig d to ſtudy 
the Peace and Quiet of. the whole Commus- 
my. And this cannot be accompliſhe by 
any other Means, then by the Puniſhment = 
ofthoſe Offences which are inconſiſtent with 
the public Feel and Tranquility of the Go- . 


thoſe Perſons , who are traQable and ſub- 
miſive» That both Sper;ors and Trfer:- | Dhi-a, 
rſs and Honeſty. 

( 2 ) Thoſe that move in a Tower Orb, rferiorsj 
and live ( as we of this Nation do) under 
the hapPy Influences of a Peaceable Go- 
verzment , both in Church and State ; 
ſhould uſe their urmoſk Endeavoutrs to pros 
pagate, and preſerveic, Andto this End, 
all the Subjedts of this Kingdom are oblig'd 
to behave themlelves towards their law- v 
ful Governors, with all Modeſty & ReſpeR, 
Deference. and Submiſſion , borh to their 
Perſons and Offices z paying them that Tri- 
bute which is due to them ; and ſubmitting 
their Perſons and Fortunes to be diſpos'd 
of by their juſt and reaſonable Commands, 

O The 
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The Wy0ic 
C08 Mmucnity 
of Chriſts. 
aus are 
concern'd 
3x it, 


The Contrarics to theſe are uſually atten. 
ded clther with Confuſion or Tyrannyzand 


-which of them ſocver prevails, the Conke- 


quences muſt be miſchievous. 

Thus» all Perſons of all Ranks and Coy. 
ditions ( who are Chriſtians indeed ) wil 
ftudy to be unanimous and compliant ons 
with another , for Peace and Rightcoul. 
neſs ſake; rhey'l be caretul to do their own 
Buſineſs , ffudy che mutual Satisfacion 


"and Delight of all they converſe with ; 


and endeavour to Practice all thoſe Vir 
ties which are moſt conducive to the Peace 
and Intereſt of Mankind : for, we muſt ac- 
knowledge, that we are all concern'd in the 
Bicfhngs. and Comforts of public Peace, 
and in the Miſerics of War and Diſcord: 
And therefore if we crumble and divide 
our ſelves into Sects and Parties , we ſhall 
be lefs able to repel the force of our Ad- 
verfaries, defend our own Intereſts, or 
aſſiſt one another : Nor can it be cxped- 
ed , (it our Humours, and Intereſts claſh) 
that we ſhould enjoy Peace, and the com: 
forcable Fruits of it under rhe ſame Govert 
mMmENts 
But then, ſince we muſt of Neceſſity 
converſe with , and live among thoſe that 
are Enemies unto Peace : our bleſſed Savi 
our exhorts us to endeavour to quel and 
overcome the unruly ſpirits of Men ; by 
cat- 
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| bearing Reproaches , ſuffering 1njuries , 
5nd practicing Meckneſs , Patience and | Con- 
onle-ſ defcention , curbing and refiraining our cx- 
travagant and unruly Paſſions , which (be« 
Con- ing indulg'd) will undoubtedly prove the 
wil Springs and Incentives of Confuſton and 
t onefl Diſorder, - And indeed , 1f Chriſtians did 
Ou. but really belicve what they outwardly 
own profeſs, they would not incur the Hazard Fr 
ao of Hell fire ( which they certainly do) to. | 
1] oratific a dominecring Paſſion, or pleaſe a 
Vir- petulent Hamour for a few Moments 3 bur 
"ar would rather pra&Fice thoſe things which 
tac make for Peace, { tho contrary to the Bent 
the and Tendency of corrupt Nature) that 
ace, Þ they might inherit the Comforts and Re- 
rd:f wards of ic. And as we lie under cheſe 
vide preſſing Obligations to promote and main- 
hall tain Peace, in all choſe Inſtances I've men- 
” tion'd. Re - | Lawn. 
On the Contrary, Our eternal Law-$Sl- Toe oppo= 
et-F ver does every whos in Scripture expreſly Abrdden 
ſh) forbid all manner of Diſcord , Unpeace- 
MJ ablencſs, Emulation , Provoking of one 
aTh another, Pragmaricalneſs, medling inother 
mens Matcers, Tale-bearing, Cenforiouſ+ 
ſlit neſs, Back-biting , Revenge , Bitterneſs, 
ha Wrath , Anger , Clamour , Detraction, 
avs Suits in Law for Triflesz &c. and he 
and brands theſe and all the ſpurious Brood of 
by them , as the Bane and Plague of all Hu- 
of O 2 3G 


| 
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mane Societies ; and he commands us fur: 
ther to hace and avoid all thoſe turbulence 
and uncharicable PraQtices , as being moſt 
agreeable to the Tempers and Dilpoſirions 
of thoſe factions Fiends, who were ex- 
cluded Heaven for their Mutinies and- Diſ- 
orders, and ſhall live eternally in Broyls 
2nd Variance with one another, 

Let all Chriſtians theny of all Ranks and 
Conditions , ſtudy and endeavour to pro- 
more and propagate public and private 


Peace in Church and State, in their Neigh- | 


bourtood , tn thetr Familles, and in their 


whole Intercourſe and Converſation with | 


one another- By which Means, they ſhall 


not only. pleaſe God and Man » and dif: | 


charge a good Conſcience by endeavouring 


( what inthemlies ) to preſerve Peace and | 
Unity with both ; buc this divine and ex. | 
cellent Frame of Spirit, will diſpoſe and | 
qualthe *em for the Society of the holy An- 
gels and Saints glorified 3 who do all una- | 
nimoufly concur 1n the ſame common Inte- 
reſts and Atfections, of praiſing and adoring | - 
the God of Purity and Peace, in a perfect | 
and harmonious Uniformity, and are 25 | 
fincerely one, asif they were animated with | 


che fame Soul and Spirit. 
Thus it will evidently appear from the 


Premifles ; that Chriſt our great Prophet | 
has not only rectified the Miſtakes , and re: | 


pair d 


of the Chriſtian Religion,  &c. 
pair'd the Defects of all former D:ſperſz- 


tions s bur has (in great mercy to our Souls) 
made a perfe&t Diſcovery of the eternal] 
Will of God , in whar Concerns his own 
Glory » and our Good. He: has told us 
lainly what he has done already , wharz 
C will do for us» and what returns 


of Gratitude he expects from us in this Life» 


thar we may be for ever happy in a better. 
And to enforce theſe ſaving Methods of 
Grace and Mercy, he vouchſafes unto us rhe 


| Affiſtances of his holy Spirz#, to reſtrain 


vs from Sin z to encourage us in, and cn- 


| able us ro perform the D#uties of Religi- 
| ov, He has been pleas'd likewiſe to in- 
| ſtiruce an Order of Aer: , and inveſted them 
| with Power and Authority to miniſter in 
| boly Things, and to be Ambaſſadors in bis 
ſteade z and has furniſhe them with AbiJi- 
| ties to inſtruct and govern his People. 
| and toguide them 12 the Ways of Salvation, 
| And to obtain an honourable Refpe&t and 
| Deference to their Perſons and Offices : 
| ( that they might diſcharge their Duties , 
| and manage the Buſineſs of cheir Callings 
| with Comfort to themſclves, and Sucecets to 
| others ) He tells the World ; that he will 


Interpret tae Reſped given *cm, and the 


\ Injuries done to them as if they were done 
| to himſelf , and to encourage them in the 
| pious Adminiſtration of the Offices of their 


O 2 holy 


"FF 
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| holy Function ; he has promis'd to afſig]Appe: 


'm with his Grace and Spirit here , and 
to recompence their holy Performances 
with a crows of eternal Glory hercafter, 
Hence we. may underſtand by the Pre. 
millcs, whac a Miſcrable Eitare and Con. 
dition we Were in, and thould have conti: 
nued ſo had he not appointed this new and |; 
vin? Way for ovr cfcape and reſcue. There- 
tore, We arc indiſpenſibly obhg'd (nor only 
in p#ty but Tyt-reſt,)wo Lelicve and pradiice 
that Heavenly D.Frine . Winch has {o mgq- 
ny admirable Sau&#ons, and powerful Mo. 
tives to recommend and entorce it, And 
indeed, unleſs cur Lives be the real Tran- 
ſcript of Chriſt's holy Example and Tnſti- 
rutions > and ſincerely correſpondent to 
what we profcſs , the Title of Chriſtianity 
will prove an empty ſound - nor can we 
expect to be dignified by thac , whilſt we 
diſhonour him chart gives ir, 
2 Tim, 2." Let every Man therefore, that names the 
TFs Name of Chyiſt., and expects Salvation by 
his Mcrits, depart from Iniquity > other- 
wiſe he undermines what he ſhould endea- 
vour to propagare and uphold: And it 
would be a difficult Task to perſwade ochers 
to believe that De&rizme , which our own 
Lives and Practices are a flat Contradiai- 
on to ; For our Religion does nor conſiſt 
in the ſpecious Pretences , or the formal 
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) afigAppearances of being holy. and devout 
» and['tis not every one that ſaith, Lord, Lord, Manhr.zr 
zancer hall enter into God's Kingdom, but he that 
doth the Will of our Father which is in Hea- 
ven, The moſt profound Knowledge of all 


cer, 


* Pre. 
the Principles and Duties of Chriſtianity, 
«I abſtracted from the real Belief and Praftice 
-Jot'em » will prove a Scoxrge toy, and high- 
* {ly aggravate the Condemnation of the dit- 


ſolute Chriſtian 2 For he that knoweth his 
Maſter's Will, and doth it yot, ſhall be bea« 


ten with many Stripes, 


Our wholz? Lives 


then, ſhould be a Conſtellation of all choſe 


Goſpel Graces, which arc 


recommended un- 


der this Head of Diſcourſe. And tho 
there may be ſome mixture of Weakneſs , 
and Imperfe&tion , and perhaps of Sin, in 
all the Actions and Duties whictz we do 5 
yc&t if they be not impenitently livd and 
died in , and if we uſe our utmoſt Endea- 


vours to overcome and ſubdue 'em ; rhe 1m- 
putative Righteouſneſs of Chriſt our High- 
Prieſt will cffe&ually interpole, and accom- 
pliſh our Peace and Pardoz for all our Sins, 


it we faithfully apply it. 


CHAP. 


of 4 
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CHAT VIL 


Of Chriſt's Prieſtly Office. 


Hat Chriſt Jeſus the righteous mightbs ? 
ſurably qualified for the great | 
Work and Buſineſs of our Redemption, : 
*twas abſolutely neceflary ( as wove (cen) * 
that he ſhould be a Prophet 3 to diſpenſe ! 
and accompliſh that Parc of his 2edatonr- 
fhip, We ſhall proceed now (according to ? 
our propounded Mectiod)togive you anac- | | 
count of the Importance of his Prieſt of- | 
fice: Which does eminently confiſt; in the | 
offering up himſclf a rea! and perfe&t 54+ } 
crifice, for the ſins of che whole World; : 
and in his meritorious Tzterceſſzox ar God's | 
right hand : that the infinite Merits of that | 
Sacrifice may be accepted and applicd v for 
che Comfort and Benefit of all fincere 
Chriftians thar believe in, and obey him, 
Now, by the Merits of this great Propiti- | 
ation , he has fully ſatisfied God's infinite 
Juſtice for Mans Delinquency and Diſobe- 
dience 5 obtaind our Pardon and Peace 
with God,dcliver'd us from the Guilt, Pol- 
alta rnd ts 
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ſation and Puniſhment of all our fins ; and 

{ ve are certain (thac upon ſome colerable 

1 and caſie Conditions) he will vouchſafe 

1 unto us the powerful Aſiftances of his 

Grace and Spirit , and enable us to com- 

ply with 'em , to our comfort here, and 

1 Salvation hereafrer, I ſhall endeavour to 

| be very expreſs in the handling of this 

Point , that I may inform and affe& my 

{ Reader with the ſaving Traths , and im- 

| portant D#ties containd in it. In order 

| _— > I ſhall obferve this Method,: 

1 An : 

| 1/, Weſhall conſider the feveral Titles ,,,, . 
aſcribd to our bleſſed Saviour in holy Scrip- i 
| ture, which arc {ynonimous and correſpon- to bis 

| dent to his Przeſt-hood : wherein he is ſaid priebſe 
- |] to be the great High-Prieſt, the pars Hebs 5*10; 


| and faithful High-prieſt, the High-Prie of —_ 17s 


: | good things to come, the High-Prieſt over 1Jcha,2... 


the Houſe of God, our Advocate with the 1 Tim26, 
Father, the Price of our Redemption , the — = 
Lamb ſlain from the beginning of the World, Rom.z. 29 
Chriſt our Paſſover, and the Propitiation for Fs 214+ 
our Sins. All which Paſlages and Compel- 
lations do neceſlarily imply, that Ghrif 
our High-Prieft aſſum'd our Nature, chat 
he might perform abſolute mnſinning Obed\- 
ence tothe whole Will of God ; and theres 
by fulfill the Conditions of the brſt Cove- 
nant which we had wilfully viojated in 

0 ; - Adamy 


LO2 


Heb. ©.20, 


Adam: and yet buing faultleſs, to under- 
go (and that voluntarily ) a ſhameful] and 


painful Death for us upon the Croſs, 
make our Atonement, Vyho (having ical | 


this new Covenant of our Redemption in 


his Blood ) js ow aſcended into the Hea- | 


vers , where he (its at the right hand of God, 
( as we noted before ) pleading his own 


Merits, and Iinterceding pywertally for our 


Reconciliatiov, We paſs on 


2dly From his Titles, to his Office, And 


this great Myſtcry of our Saviour's Prieff- 
hood will (IT hope,) be fully ttated and con 
fiderd, by treating plainly and diftinR!y of 
theſe two Particulars. (1) Of the Satif 

eF;on which he made for us on Earth. 
( 2 ) Of his powerful Iterceſſaoz for us in 
Heaven. The former of theſe is purchas 4 
by his Merits : thelatter is applied by his 
Mediation, He fatisfied for our Sins upon 
the Altar of the Crots; and fo became 2 
Prieſt and Sacrifice.for us according to the 
Order of Aaroz : he applies that Satzsfad+ 
on, and intercedes for us at the righr hand 
of God : where he becomes a Prieſt for ever, 
( by the Laws of an unchangeable Prieſt - 


Heb. $. 6- bood ) according to the Order of Melchiſe- 


Heb. 7. 3s 
@RC 19. I, 


dec, Both theſe do —_ refer to , and 
directly point at our bleſfed Feſws, the true 
Prieſt of the New Covenant ; tho the Order 


of Melchiſedec is far more excellent and ho- 
nOu= 
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"urable than that of Aaron , both in rc- 
ſpc& of the Perſon, ana Offrce. Bur to re- 
turn, I begin | 
Firſt, With the Stisfagion which he , / cho 
made for us 97 Earth, In the handling $,,;,.5. 
whereof, and for the better underſtanding 92 on 
of this neceſſary Point of Faith , we (hall £*i% 
do theſe two Things. (1 ) We thall prove 
that God's Faſtice is fully Sati, fied tor Mans 


J Sin and Difobedience 5 and we thereby 


* OS OY Soo 


reſtor'd to Gods Grace and Favour, 
(2) We ſhall conſider by what Methods 
this great Buſineſs was brought to paſs. For 
the 

Th Chriſt breathed torth his Soul, and God's Ta. 
ofter'd up his dearcſt Life in Satisfa&tiow tO frice fully 
God's Juſtice, for the Sins and Tranſgreſh- /zti-fed. 
ons of loſt Mankind, For all the Projects 
and Contrivances of Men and Angels were 
inſufficient for this Purpoſe; and a!l thoſe 
imaginary Sacrifices of Bulls and Goars, &*c. 
under the Law, ( cho of God's immediare 
Inftiturton and Appointment) were of lictle 
Significancy : For ( being only Typcs and Heb. 16. 
Adumbrations of that real Sacrifice of 
Chriſt)they could not purge the Contcience 
from Sinz much leſs were they able tro ſatis. 
fie God's Juſtice, or make our Atonement : 
But the Merzts of Chriſt's Death were cvery 
way commenſurate” to thoſe Ends, as will 
moft cvigently appcar , it we conſider 
1, The 


4 


204. 


I- The Dignity of the Perſon by whom 
the Atonement was wrought ; being ng 
other then God's moſt dearly beloved Son: 


Who ( as we have fully prov'd ) is God, þi 


co-eflential, co-equa], and co-cternal with 
the Father. 

2. This Trath will be fully made out, 
from che Conſideration of thoſe grievons 
Puniſhments and Indignities which he fuf 
fer'd for us from his Cradle to his Crofs : 
his whole Life being an entire Series of Mi. 
ſcrics and Perſecutions. Of which more 
particularly hercafter, 

3, That God's Juſtice is fully ſatisfied by 
the Proptiation of Chriſts Merits, 1s mo; 
obvious from his own Acknowledgement and 
Approbation of em z: who has declard 
himſelf well plcas'd, both with the Excel 
lency of his Perſox, and the Sufficiency of 
his Obedience and Sufferings. Contulrt at 
your leiſure theſe ſeveral Scripture Argu- 
ments, which are very aPpoſite to our Pur- 
Pole. Viz. Rom. 6. 9. Heb, 9, 12925, 
Heb. 10, 10, 14, 1Pet, 3.10. And to in 
force the Belief of this neceſſary Point of 
Faith, See John 1. 29, Iſa. cap. 53. 1 Cor. 
15, 22: 17T:;#, 2, 6. and 1 Tim. 4.10. 
I Fohn 1.7, and 1 John2,22, To which 
may be added the Energy of the Ujow of 
his AF:ve and Peſſeve Obedience. All which 
being put together , are a clear Demon: 
ſtration 
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hom [fracion of chat full and/undeniable Satisfa- 
» no [#/0® » which Jeſws CEr:ſt che righteous has 
Son: [mede tO God's Juſtice for the Pardon of our 
od, | Sins,and for the Purchaſe of our Peace and 
with | Reconetliation. 

This important Truth ( being ſo firmly 
ut, otounded ) muft obtain and challenge our 
on; | Belief and practical Aﬀent to it 5 norwieh- 
fa | fanding the Cavils of ſome, and the un- 
iſ; - | rcafonable Objeions of others which have 
Mi. | been fram'd againſtic: for if Chriſt has noc 
ore | made a Plenary Satisfa@ion for the fins of 
all Mankind, chen 'twonld follow, that the 
' by Priviledges of the Goſpel arc not extenlive 
to all- and if this Hypotheſis ſhould be 
ind | granted 3 then che Guilt of Adam's Sinis of 
rd | 2 larger Extent then Chriſt's Merzfs ; 
&- | which is ſuch a blaſphemous Conceit as can 
of | never enter Into the Thoughts of a ſober 
ar | Chriſtian, Again, it would be Injufticeto 
w- | damn the Wicked for their Unbelief , if 
ir- | Chriſt have done and fuffer'd nothing for 
s, | them: which would alſo bedangeroas ro 
-n- | attire \But ro pur che matter our of Dif- 
of | pure; tis evident from holy Scripture, 
an, _ chriſt died even for thoſe that periſh, Rom, 14.49 
0, | 2nd St, Peter complains that there were Heb. 6. 
ch | Hereticks in his time, who denied the Lord Ip. 
of | that bought them, Therefore, whoſoever ot 
ſhall appropriate theſe Texts of Scripture to 
believing Chriſtians only, muſt be gniley 

| ] of 
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of great Miſtakes , in perverting the geny {ſor 
ine Senſe and Meaning of em, tor the:de Tor 
fence and mentainance of their own errone.$Mb) 
'ous and heterodox Opinions. Thus much 
may ſuffice for the Confirmation of thigh 
Point ; namely, that ourbleſſed Lord angff® 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt has fully ſatisfed 
.God's Juſtice, for the Sinsof all Men inde. 
finitely without exception ; and has pat 
-all Mankind in an undoubred Capacity of 
being ſav d. ; 


LY 


(2) We ſhall enquire by what -A4e. | 34 


Means this thods and afrer what Manner this Atonement © wil 
great Pro- and Propitiation was wrought 3 that wel #7 


may the more ſeaſonably- apply it, tor the I can 
Comfort and Benefit of our Souls, And ff for 
this could not be accompliſh'd ( as we bave i} {62 
hinted: before ) by any other Means what i wh 
ſoevcr, then: the Merits of Chriſt's Dearh ; | ©! 
By which "tis fully made out , that God's i © 
Juſtice is wholly ſatisfied , and our Offen-} 5c 
ces puniſhd ia the Humane Nature of lec 
Chriſi: Which is the Point now under ©} v! 
Conſideration. : je 
If we make/a particular Enquiry into | K« 

- our bleſſed Saviour's Sufferings and Sorrows, I P! 
In his Life, andac his Death, we ſhall be # 
more fully ſatisfied rouching the reality of L 
his Merits ; and of the Certainty as well | ** 
as the Aarrer of our Atonement , 'by that ® 
dear and unvaluable Price which he p 
"Rh. 
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for ice” For,::he:enduredall the imaginable 
Torturcs: which. humane: Nature . could be 
{ubje& to 3 not for-his own Sins, { ſor there 
ws 20 gnile found: in:him)\ butiours; and 
if thief did bear in his own. Perſon the Iniquities of 
wal. He: was. ſmitten, ſor our Offences, 
md wounded: for our 'Tranſgreſſuons z the 


inde. Choftiſement of our | Peace was npon biz, |, 


s pur] «#4 by bis Stripes we are healed: For having 
ty off aſam'd rhe ſameNature thathad finn'd,'he 
moſt ſuffer for ithe Gnz/t which we had con- 
2 fl trated, and bear the heavy: Wrath of God 
»ent | which purſuedour. S:zs,afrer:the'fame mae 
© we  #er char our-felves ſhoald haverdone- + Nor 
- the | can we be ignorant-of that which. he-cndur'd 
Ang for'us , by: the'Twinges and Agonits we 
have fl tomecimes, feel in; our owns Conſciences, 
har. when God: is pleas'd to'awake-em. | Bur ro 
2th ; | come nearct the Point: + tt - M 
od; f : Our Saviour's, whole Life' was a 'blac 
fn. Scene of Serrews.z., and Milctics,: and Per- 
of | {ecutions did await him in 'eyery Place 
1der | where he came,. The Nature of my Subs 


i«& does oblige. me here, to-preſent. my 4 Nori 


into | Reader with-a particular Narratzve of the 
w.,l pragenr: Aeeoſy which our comPpaſhonate 
1 be Þ High-prieſs underwent for'our i ſakes in- his 


y of Life,and at his Death: Infommuchgthat 'tis a 41d < vs 


well | xeceived Maxim , that Chriſt and his Croſs 
char j] ere wever parted, For 4 
, | His 
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His fr Poor Swe in-the Wou | Bu 
was in a Stable amongſt the Cartel, andon fun | 
a Crarch ; which were vety mean and flew [nd d d 
der Accommodations for the Son of God lyicl 
and Savious of the World, On thecighth 
day afzer his Birih, he endored the Painand [jj 
Peril of Circameifſor 5 and immediatly ab 

| ter, his Parems were forc'd to take a loay 
and tedions: Journey in «be midſt of Vin- 
zer,' to Preſerve at Sow's Life from: the 
Aﬀaflinacions of a cruel and burcherly He- 
red, After his return from Eg pp? to Gali, 
ke, he liv'd in atacas Obſcuritys to fecue 
hiaſelt fromthe Rage of Archeians Herod's 
Sony and at igheritor of hig-Farher s Pride 
and Paſſions, as welt as Patgimony. Bur 
at his apptating more: publickly in che 
Would, che. Devil his invererare Enemy 
\... Carried him into the Wilderacſs , where be 
Mate 4 orrdur'd a forty 'Duys Faſt, (doubtleſs a molt 
ſevere Pennance ) and was tempced all che 
Tine co blaſphemie. God: and become $# 
tan's Profelite. He had: no ſooner atchiev'd 
a Yiory over this infertial Fiewd, bur he 
- ſev bis ents, the Scribes and Phariſces 
os work ts blaſh his -Reparation 3 and it 
. that: Proje& fail'd, to rake away his Life; 
| Ina Word, Diſtreſs and Poverty, Hunget 
and'Thirſt, Weakneſs and VVearigels, Res Fjur' 
Proache and Slanders, Miferjes and:Per- 
ſecutions did await him in every Place | 
where he Camcs ow 
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otld [Bur more particularly, Judas, one of his 
don yyn Diſciples and Family. berray'd him, 
nd deliver d him into the hands of thoſe 
wicked Conſpirators 3 who ( as if he had 
teen ſome notorious Malefacor. ) bound 


and lim, and carried him away, ;'- Then, were pf .y . « 
> Bheſe Propheſies fulfilled concerning him ; OY 
Lwill ſmite the Shepherd, and; the Sheep ſhat 
le ſeatter'd abroad : tor at that idiſmal and 
dreadful Sight, -his very Diſciples (.notwiths 
landing their manitold Obligatians to the 
contrary ) were ſo amazed, that they for- 
\ ook him and fled from him 3. and in chat 
Fare too, when he had moſt Occaſion to 
make uſe of chem. Bur alas ! theſe were 
bytche Beginnings of Sorrows», ..; | | 
For,being thus apprehended, bound, and 
orfaken; his Enenyics deliver'd him up to 
(gjaphas the Eccleſiaſtical Judge 3 before, 
t Jadby whom he was ſtrictly examin'd con= 
be Fcerning his Doctrine and Diſciples ; and 
tho he anſwer'd diſcreetly and modeſtly x 
ktthe High-prieſt's Servant ( with Diſdain 
ad Infolence ) firuck him violently on the 
Cheek 3 nor did he return the leaſt Reproof 
to that hard Uſage and Incivility, By this 
Time hisKnemies were afſembled,and make 
up a full Corres and the ſuborn'd and ga 
jurd.#7tweſſes were ready to act their Parts 
om.this bloody Theater, Die he muſt, thar 
Was reſoly'd on ere he came to his Trial. 
X The 
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the Depolſitions being taken; the Hig hugpiet 
charg'd him with Blaſpherry , and rold the 
conrt that the Matter of Fa@t was fo 6. 
dently prov d againſt him,thatthey needy ws 
no more Fitneſſes , for by the Law he de filiey 

.... ſerved Death: the whole 4ſembly (renin ( 
contradicente ) concurring with this mer- {206 

_ cilefs and wnjuſt Judges did pronounce hin Yb 
guilty of the Crimes laid to his Charge, Nt 

Wherctpon , they commitred him to 
the Serjeants and baſe Soldiers, thererobe 
kept ( ## ard cuftodit ) as a condehnd 
MalefaFor. Thiele Villains ( to paſs awy 
the Night ) did comempruouſly and inhu- 
manely ſpit in his Face, ridicul'd and 
mock'd him; and faid ſcornfully, ard ( as 
themſclves thought ) in Diſerace to him, 
Propheſie who it 3s that ſmote thee, Thien 
they ſtrtick him with the Palms of their 
Hands , buffetted and bruis'd his Face; | 
which was fo beſtnear'd with Bloud and 
Spittle, #hat there was neither Form, wr 
Beaktty, mor Comelineſ? in him, But all 
cheſe harſh Words and harder Blows, cane 
far ſhorc of thofe Tortures which are yet 
behind, © _ 

For the Jews having no Power to con- 
detnn and execute him judictally , (they 0 
Rowan Governor alone, being ar that rimcy. 
inveſted with the Power of Litc and Death} Ver 
when they had troubled and torrur'd my Ct 
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mer-YNofrine againſt'the Law, Tradirions, and 
e hin Liberties of rhe Jewiſh Nation 5 and that 
he was a Prophener of the Sabbath: Which 
\{bing all notorious Untraths, and ſuch Al- 
Eiegacions too as were not under his Cog- 
aizance z therefore P:/ate took little Notice 
ofchem. Bur to enforce their Malice, and 
v- { caſperate the Judge againſt this innocene 
and F Perſons 
(af (2) They charg'd him with T#eaſort 
him, | 44i»ſ# Ceſar's Perſon, and Sedition againſt 
[ten I the £392] Government : Becaule ſaid they, 
their Þ he refus*'d ro pay Tribute, and declar d him- 
ce ; I ſelf ro be the King of the Jews, This indeed 
and Þ Pilate was very much fiartled at» being 
por © tendet of the Honour and Intereſt of Ceſar; 
aft and chiefly becauſe "cwas the ny and Sen 


! 
i 


ate | curity of his own : But to incenſe and in- 


yet rage him flill more againſt the Priſoner; 
they further complain d» that this Seditiorz 
{| was begun inG#/zlee, a Place moſt notort- 
ouſly infamous for FaRtion and Rebellion z 
where Judas Galilanr, Theudas, and ſe- 
veral orhery had frequently diſturbd the 
Peace of the civil Government, Upon 
po ; 'Þ 2 which 
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which Suggeſtion » Pzlate. ( being conſci-Mis,'d 
ous of our Savzorr's Irinocence,. and unwil. Gf ou 
ling to have any hand in his Bloud) ſen flakes 
him to Herod,who was then Tetrarth of Gull - 
lilee, another Province in Judea. Thiswallh jpt 
very acceptable to the Jews ; for Herodfſny.A 
being a fierce and bloudy Man, they ſup gr. 
non, » thar Innocency, it ſelf would be&f{mad: 
lictle Security to him, as 'twas to his Her yin 1 
binger John the Baptiſt. Being convendfuma 
before Herod, ( who had deſir'd of a long then, 
Time to ſee him) he was queſtton'd about (@his 
many things, and anſwer'd all their Inte adn 
rogatories (for he expeRed no Juſtice there) jim : 
with a profound Silence. Then Herod end YÞrick 
the Soldiers ſet him at naught ; clad hininff jqyn 
a gorgeous Coat; and when they hadet | {owr 
. po'd him toall che Obloquy and Contempt | By 
they could invent , he was remanded to. &- Sp 


late. 
i This egregious Polz#itian is now puttoff wyiri 

all his Shifts : for he was fully convinced Flyyyi, 
' in his Conſcience of our Savionr's Innocen F die h 
cy, and the. Injuſtice of their Proceeding I oy 4 
- againſt him- He was afraid of the Jes Jim. 
Diſpleaſure» and yer defires to fave che lik by oc 
of the Priſoner : and therefore he' mult comn 
endeavour to find out an Expedient (if pol-| fe b; 
ſible ) to facisfie their Imporcunities » Ad ovjje: 
indemnifie nimſelf from the Guilr of ' 1800" Þ| 4;r;0 
cent Bloud, Now , having fully - that x 


a-ferd theſe things i; and to extricate him- 

Gifout-of this Maſs of Contradictions ; he 
makes uſe of this politic, > tho' ſevere Pro- 
# :' For he commarided him firſt to be 


S WAS 
roduy Author) by ſix mercileſs and crnel Ruf+ 
lup-Ffaer,, - who bear him with at leaſt three 
ve &ſladred Stripes , till-chere was ſcarce any 
Hg Skin left on his Body g and having thus in- 
<a amanely ſcourg'd him, they platted a 
long BMhentaſt:cal Crown of Thorns, and pur it 
bout Fg his Head ; 'ewas a Crown to deride him, 
ne ad-made of Thorns, on purpoleto corment 
kre)F him : For the Bloud.zuſht out where the 
@dFPricks went in, and now fſiream'd as faſt 
#3 own his Face in -the Palace. :.as. it did 
| 6% down _his'back angſhoulders atthe Pillar, - 
mpt 8 Bur yec for all this, neicher the pireoug 
2 JSipht of this miſerably diſtreſſed; ObjeR,nor. - 

Wat Shifts, nor Arguments, nor Impor- 
It (0 tugities couſd prevail with theſe deſperate- 
ned Fly wicked: and malicious Sos. of Belial 3 Rill: 
ce I fie he muſt» nor could any Engines of Cru- 
ings ety {atisfie their. Revenge , till they ſaw 
es lim. breath our: his. laſt, They would 
bi Y by no means remir the Puniſhment ,. nor 
nul] commute for his Life. cr#cifie him, crnci- 
pol- | fo bane , was their. conſtant Cry: He is 
and guilty of Blaſphemy againſt God , apd Se- 
00" f ditzon againſt the King ; and therefore he 
BY 1 thet goes about to ſave his Life js no. Friend 
rg P 3 to 
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kripe naked, arid then to be-whipt ( faith Rierom, 
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#0 Ceſar. '' And to enforce their” Plea bg Flac 
yond all ComradiQtion, they would wel wal 
the Guilt on themſelves - if the. Sentence) Pac 

| were unjuſt ; and they, and their Poſtetit the 
would anſwer it ac the Peril of the Priſg.þ 8% 
ner's Vengeance, if he ſhould really prove (6? 
v: "[ 


what he i Þ 


retended to be ; -and his pln 
be upon them and their Children. Pilate wy 
no Jonger able to reſt{t the Dint of cheirr. 
2uments ; and hereupon reſoly'd that he 
would rather cracifie a thouſand Chrjfy, 
than diſoblige one Ceſar, | 
Now. we come to the Cetzſtrophe of his 
_ diſmal and Bloudy Crucifixion, The eter- 
nal Son of God and Saviour of the Wetld, 
O horrendum vefas | was ( forour ſakes)fens 
' genc'd ro die an accurſed, ſhamefal:, and 
painful Death upon the Croſs, And'tha 
crue} jnhumane Method, which theſe vile 
Wrerches proceeded in againſt that «meek 
and innocent Perſon was this, wi. Th ths 
way to Calvery they took off his purpk 
Garment» (pur on him in Scornbefore)/and 
cloathed him wich his own. Then = 
loaded him with g heavy Thee , and fore! 
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es Place appointed for his Execution: VWhich 
d ed nut aceds be a ftinking and dreadful 

laces where the Skuls of dead Men , and 
ett the purrified and rotten Limbs of Male- 
Pri. | fators were diſmal to the Eye, and nau- 
ſeous ro the Smell, Here it was that the 
Croſs ( being 4 tranwerſe Piece of Wood) 
was.creted, and the Son of God, the ſad- 
deſt Speacle that ever mortal Eye beheld, 
gail'd unto It. 

Thus I have given my Reader a &peci- 
mer of the Manner ( tho' we cannot com- 
Fs | prebend the Aſeaſare) of our Saviour's Suf- 
terings in his Liſe, and at his Death: All 
1g. | which he paticntly underwent for our ſakes, 
kn. | by.2 ſubmiſſive Condeſcenfion to his Fax 
ther's Will, and the ſatisfying of bis Juſtice 
tha | for-our manifold Tranſgreſſions ; and there- 
fore, as thoſe Pairs and Preſſures muſt needs - 
be terrible and afflitive ro him ; . ſo they 
tis | fhould be a 2oznmert of the greateſt Sor- 
pk | 20w and Compundtion zo us, 'Eſpccially 
nd | in theſe two ReſpedFs, 7 
m 1f, Becauſe ( for qur ſakes) he undgr- 


£ 


Atefite 


£1 | went ſhemeful and accurſed Death 3 which Gai,z. 13; 


1d | was ordain'd for Slaves and: MalefaQors 
&- | only , and unworehy of any free;Man , tho 
41 | -thegreareſt :Criminal, And nowsthe Peo- 
;2 | [ple 'who before were the greateſt Admi- 
he | '<ers of his Perſon, Do&rine, .Example,and 
 Mixacles, were fcandaliz'd at-his infamous 
Death 4 


$. 
$6 
"#8 
o 


+=, f - >. : , <4 "oy 7 © a th 1 F; 
- ws 7 gp £ 7 x hed Sx .. LANG "© ; 
+ ex : $ - A "xy : 
[ C af 0 "ns ""K > ye Wn, 
F. 4; » $*\RJYD + 6 , 1 
b FP $ ; ALIS [, 
_ Byx "FIC etecncy, dana Chef Go one 
e- y 
þ O 4 
. 


Death ; -fo'that tho' the moſt of them 
could not-look on him bat wich Pity ,; yet i 

alfo with'Seorn and Contempt. This Shane 

then, and-Scandal of the Croſs muſt needs 

add to the Bitermeſs of the Cup, .and the 

Loathſomneſs: of the Afii&ion, And yer 

for all this, he ( confidering the Glo 

of God, rhe. happineſs of all Mankind, 

which was ſo eminently. concern d in- his 

Death , and that furure Crown of rejoy- 

eing which he ſhould ſhortly enter upan, ) 

He ( 1 fay, ) upon all theſe Conſiderations, 

-patiently ſubmicted to the Torment, and 

cheerfully underwent the: Z2n0-27#y of that 

accurſed Death for us ; that we might reco- 

ver that-Life, Liberty, Honour, and Hap- 

pineſs which we had forfeited and loſt, by 
us enormous Sins and Tranſpreſſions. } wi 
t " 
2dly, As he ſuffer'd a moſt curſed; aud 
ſhameful , {0 a moſt bitter and painſul Death: 
For his Limbs being ſtretched out like 
Cloath upon the Tenters , - and his Hands 
- and Feer ( the very Genters where all the 
Sinews met ) being pierced through: with 
maſly Nails , ntuſt needs make the Tortures 
- more exquiſite and cruel, _ Beſides, . he did 
hang there three long Hours ; and becauſe 
- -he could not die of Hunger in that time , 
the Bland muſt difiill Drop by Drop: 'till ic 
yes all draind oy: of bis Budy. Ando 
Jada Feace 
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em fender bis Death till more b7Fter and pains - 

{; henot only ſuffer'd by all cheſe Engins - © 

of Cruelty in his Body, bur by a worſe and 

more afflictive Agozy in his Sow! : For, as 

thoſe ſenſible Tortures which he felt in his 

yer || Body were.moſt pungent to him 3 becauſe 

ory fl 'twas of. all other Bodzes the moſt render, 

nd, I being form'd only out-of the Subſtance of 

his © his Mother , without -any commixture of 

oy- © the Male Nature: $9 his Soul being pro- 

1» ) | portionably delicate, and his Spirit more 

os, © apprehenfivez the Imprefſions of Pain and 

nd © Sorrow. muſt be ſo much the mere ſevere 

tat | and intolerable. _ Agatln, he was to grap- 

-0- I ple with z and undergothe Fierceneſs of | 

n- | God's Wrath , andthe heavy Burden of our Pls.76.77 

by I Size 3, which mu}; needs prefs him down _ IT. 7s 

ns. } with , almoſt inſupportable Angnviſh. No © 
J wonder then » that he {wear great Lumps 

ed | of Bloud5 and well-might be cry out inthe £uk.32.44 

h; I great Bicrernels of his Soul, ( God having 

ke } alſo wichdrawn the;Beams of his gracious 

ds I} Preſence for a time} £13, Eli, &c, | Upon 

be | which Ferezziah prophetically complain'd, 

th |] that there was never any Sorrow (either of 

es | Men, or Martyrs) Ike unto his. Sorrow, 

id | But becauſe *tis impoſſible to recounc the 

ſe | Number, and expreſs. the Quality of thoſe 

+ | Torments which he ſuffer'd, bath in Body 

it | and Sox]: We will conclude this Point 

to | with thac rapturous Pecition. inferred ons 

er ne 
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&ieyrs- the Litany of the Greek Church, By thige he's 
 5#r Ki- wknown Sorrows and Torture: felt by thy, te h 
Tor y06- but imperceptible to ns; have mercy upon w, || 
ae, Wdſevens O Lordour God, | 
C " Hitherco of the real Secrifice which ou; 
Suze, Faithful and moſtmerciful High prieft offer'q 
+. up for our Sins ;, and of the Mears and 
Acthods which he us'd, (both by his «is: 
and paſſrove Obedience ) to perfeR thegrea || 4 
Wark and Buſineſs of our Redemwpiim:f| 
We ſhall conſider in- the next Place , the ff 5; 
Feneſits reſulting from this great Propitigti- 
0# ; and then deduceſome Trfererces from 
| it by way of Application. And 
Benefits of ( 1 ) Chriſt our High-priefs by the 
Gs; Profs ;nfinite Merits of his Obedience and fuffe. 
bs __—_ rings, has Purchas'd the Remiſfion of our 
L Sjns , -the Sanitication of our Nature, the 
Juſtification of our Perſons, and -(-upon the 
!'-*- tolerable and cafie Conditions of Faithand 
Repentance ) we ſhall be reſtor'd co tha 
Holineſs and Freedom, which we loſt by 
* the Fall and DefeRionof our firſt Parent, 
But -then,we muſtibe careful to perform the 
Conditions on our Pare , ere we can expe 
the Benefits of Chrift's Mediatorſhip. And 
jif weſerionſly confider:the ſad EffeRs» and 
miſchievous 'Conſequences of our original 
Apoſtacy , we ſhall be more rruly appre- 
henſive of the Bexefit and Neceſſity of a Re-| & 
deemer +; and uſe all poffible Endeavours . Ly 
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' thine be Sharers in that Pardon and Peace, which 
' thee, | je has purchas'd for us ( as we've ſeen ) ar 
"nn, dear @ Price. 
- (2) Bythe infinite Merits of his Obe- 
dience and Sufferings , be has raz'd out the 
Hand-writing , and deliver'd us from the 
Carſe and Condemnation of the Law, We 
eannor be inſenfible of our manifold Tranſ- 
. effions both original and actual! 5 and 
*} thar we have been guilty of the Breach of 
"0 I God's holy, juſt, and reaſonable Commands 
FJ in many thouſand Inftances, both by 
0 J Thought, Vord, and Deed : For all 
whichy *cis Impoſſible that we ſhould make 
- our At#zement , : ether by farisfying of 
6 F Gods Jift+ce for the Offences of our Lives 


219 


our I peſt; or by onr peifeRt 'and unſinning-0bee .. 


the fience' to bis Laws for the furare: And 
te Þ therefore, *rwonld'be but juſt wich God ro 
and d©flit che ſevereſt Prniſhmenesv pon us, and 
ta adge us according '.to thoſe Laws which 
k, we have iſo wickedly and wikfully viola- 
1. | KY, g! | 
gr ' Bur, (our pracions God was pleas'd in 
prear Mercy and+ Compaſſion ito undone 
| to ſent bje own Son '( 25 we've 


innery- 


ar þ fin?) is the fulneſs of time, 90 ſaifie the Gt + 


ul | raw far vs, and thasthereby purchas:d In- 
demnity and Impuniey forthe Tranfereflors 


only from the burdenſome Yoke:of all the 
M . ; ? $4 © Ma- 


*-| of ir, And we rev Grehs deliver'd, nor 


\ but be eruly ſenſible of ,--and heartily'for- 
rowful for the Offences of our Liyes;paſt;. 
if we exerciſe a true-Faith- 11 Chriſ&/'our 


Rom.'?; 1. 
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| Moſaic Performances, by nailing-ems tohis | 


Croſs 5 bur he has ſo: mitigated- the Pe 
nalties, .and limited the Obligations. of the 


moral Law ; that tho'-we fail imour Du. 
ties and Obedience to it ,..yet if we.do not | 


wiltully continue in a'State of Impenitency; 


Redeemer ; and be watchful over ourfelves 
in the more pious and: prudent Condu of 
our Lives for the future:: Then. (.I ſay, 


upon our ſincere Endeavours ,- and hearty 


Compliance with theſe Conditions) he will 
make up all our Defeas, and by his1mpu- 
tative Righteouſneſs ſatisfie rhe Law.forus: 
For there's now no Condemmation #0 thoſe 
which are in Chriſt Teſus; who walk not af 
ter the Fleſh, but after the' Spirit. ... -/ 


(3) Bythe efficacions Meritsof (Corif's 


Obedience: and Snfferivge, we are delivetd 
from the Sting. and: Terrours :of Death, 
Now Death is the Stipend and Wages'of 
Sin, which is dtie; to every :Man ſince the 
Fallof the firſt 4dam.;» and he that Jabours 
the whole day diligenthy.and hg 


Calling, has not a;more. jaſt Title to his 


Wages , then the 'wilfl; and impenitent 
Sinner hath to temporal. and eternal. Death: 
But the ſecond 4daz»,has conquer'd the 
Graze, pull'd out the Sting of Death, and 


given 


« he 
SET 


wb 


0 
. 
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of the Chriſtian Religion, &c. dan 


Piven us (a: certain;;:Ficle to @ bliſsful Im- 
mortaliry : So thar tho! the Diſſolution 

' of our ,Bodies , may:be above all terrible 

I Things - moſt dreadlul to Fleſh and Bloud ; 
ye thro' the Merits of Chriſt's Death 'twill 
c 


eur Profeſſron , tho'.he has nor abſolutely 


ſanRified and made eafie to us : And the 


| 8 worſt Office that Death can do toa fincere 
Þ Believer , 1s only to ſend his Body to the 
J Grave ,. a Place of Eaſe and Silence ; © and 
8 his Soul: to eccrnal Bliſs. 


Befides » all us 
Harbingers and Concomitants, as Afii@is 
ons » Infirmities , Diſeaſes, &c, will not 
only prove tolerable: and cafie for a good 
man to bear, but will turn to Advantage, 
and become Matter of our greateſt Tri- 
umph-and Exaltation. | 

(4 ) Chriſt our High-prieft has conquerd 
the Devil and all his infernal Powers, by the 
wonderful Efficacy of his Obedience aud 
Sufferings, This Politic, potent, and malt 
cious Enemy was ſuch, from the beginning, 
and all the Sons and Daughters of Adam 


'muſt expect the ſame Meaſures from him, 
\to. the end of the World. He knows chat 


Chriſt: (1he Seed of the Woman) (hall pro- 
nuunce and execute that dreadful Sentence 
againſt him; . and therefore, ſo many of his. 


-Friends-and Relatives as com? Within his 


Clutches ſhall ſmart for it. 
Butz:the-Son of God and Hig4-prieſs of 


de- 


523 * The Excellenty, dnd Uſafioluſe 


deftroy'd 9 | yet very much lir:iced his Pow. 
erand Anthority. Thoſe idolatrous. Relj, 
gions which he ſo much glorted in hereto: 
fore, ate fince his Coming, crept into ſome 
Privace Corners of the World, His 076 
cles are filenc't, and he ſeldom poſſeſces the 
Bodies of Mer , or appears 12 their Shapes 
_ as formerly, Bur ſeeing he is noe yet 

bound up in thoſe Chains of Darkne 
which ſhall eternally confine him ; he will 
loſe no Opportunity in ſctring all his Engins 
and Inflruments on Work\to entrapand er 
ſnare Sinners, that be may makew 
(if poffible ) as unhappy and miſerables 
himſelf, 

Bur this is our Comfort and Happineſs, 
that tho' the Devi! may now and then tempt 
us to Sin ; yertour bleſicd Lord's fo exceed- 
ing tender of our Welfare, that he will 
either countermine his Stratagems, ( if we 
be good Chriſtians ) or furniſh us wich a 
Sufficiency of Grace and Power to reſiſt 
and repel them. Ve have indeed ſottic 
Inſtances in Secred Hiſtory of thoſe 
who've been yielded aPrey to him ter a time; 
yet for that very End and Purpoſe, that 
their ViRorics over him might become 
tore illuſtrious : And their Examples are 
lefr us on Record , ( as inthe Caſe of holy 
Job, &c. ) thar they might be laſting 4/- 


wuments of God's Grace and Power ;- yy 
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of their Patience and Magnanimity to' all 
ſucceeding Generations ; 6: 
” Let no fincere Chriſtian then be diſcou- 
40d, tho he be now and then obnoxi- 
ous to Satdns Temptations: For if he hold 
our vigorouſly, the Power and Malice of 
the Dev#/ſhall not only be much abated by 


| the Oppoſition of good Angels 4 (who are 


mach more able and aRive co preſerve and 
protect us , then Devils and wicked Men 
can be co miſchieve and hurt us :;') But #be 
Spir:# of God is alſo greater in ns, then he 
that is in the World , and he who is God 
over all, has preſcrib'd ſuch Bounds toour 
Enemies of all forts z rhat_rhey are ngw 
confin'd like thoſe turbulent ( and others x, ,. 16 
wiſe uncontrolable) Waves of the Sea,thart 
they ean only move ſo far , and' no further 
then he pleaſes. Bur this is to 'be under- 
ſtood of Believers only : For the finful _ 
and diſobedient , the unbelieving and im- Ept>2-.$ 
_— are led captive by him ; become 
is abſolute Slaves and Vaſlſals , and are 
forward' to commirnit all thoſe Villanies 
Which he doth perſwade and tempr em to, 
tho never ſo di rable to God, or miſ- 
chievous ro themſelves, and othets, 

Bur here I muſt note ro you 3 chat we ,., queſt 
cannot expe an abſolute Congueſt over 8 ger Sis 
and Sarar in this Life , by the Secvi- — 
fee of chriff's Death: And therefore we roots 
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had need. to ſtand continually upon or fſlhe Z 
Guard ; and pray inceſſantly for the Af. Bþ 
fiflances of God's Grace and Spirit to hel 
our Infirmities, ang enable us to reſiſt them; be 
yet this we are certain of, ( which may en. ue 
courage us in the Conflict ) that when ye Þ 1! 
come within the Fortifications of the new 
Hiernſalem , we ſhall reap the bleſſed 
Fruits of this great Expiation 5 and have th 
a total Exemption from all TemprcationsSin, 
and Suffering whatſoever, 

Then ſhall our Bodjes ſhine as the Brights 
neſs of .the Sun Beams , and as the Stars | xr. 
for ever andever; and our Soxls ſhall be and 
cloath'd wich an immaculate and ſpotleſs 
Dei-formity. Then ſhall all thoſe Laws 
which are now ſo difficult to be perform'd, 
be either canceld and repeal'd , or our 
mercital \High-prieſt will furniſh us with 2 
Sufficiency of Will and Power to obey 
them. Then will all our Deſires, Inclinati- 
ons, and Afte&ions cheerfully concur (with 
our any by-reſpects to our private Intereſts 
or Paſhons ,) in the. promoting of God's 
Glory , and che mutual Joy and Happineſs 
of the whole Community of holy and bear 
rificd Spirits. Then, ſhall all Labour and 
Travel, Sorrow and Sickacls be at an end3 
and Death it ſelf which is now ſo terrible 
co. Flellg and Blood, ſhall be ſwallow d up 
ia abſolute and perfet Vitory. Then boy 

i 


"ſhe Dev?/ our moſt malicious and invererace 

; BEnemyand all bis Agents beicaſt inco the Lake 
of Fire and: Brimſtone 4 - and ſhall be confin'd 
cernally ro choſe Flames and Tortures;which | 
we prepar'd fot him and hit Angels, '' 
{There are ſeveral orber Benefits reſulting More per 
from this great Propitiation;,(: which: I have tic«lar Bee 
wucht alrcady)and therefore: ſhall only:name weſes \ 
them here : as, the Congneſ# which Chriſt has 
obtain'd over theorld,wich all its vainPomps, 
Honours, Beauties, Pleaſures, &*c; which 
the Apoſtle did ſo much glory in, and rejoice 
a He has put away the Enmity berween God Eph: 2.185 
ad: Man ; between one Man and another: 3 '** 
and berween every good man and bis own Con 
ſtience: He has ratified and confirm'd -themew 


1 Joh. $.g 


be tod 
25s 


Coverant between God and (us, in his'own *** 


Blouds repair d God's Honoxrr which had been 
ſomuch obſcur'd and violated: by our Diſobe- 
dicace and R<beliton againft him 5 and\-has *' 
reſtor'd us.to all thoſe juſt-Righes and: Privi- 
edges, which we thereby forfeited and:loſt; 
{1s 0 Heibas rais'd and advanc'd us to the Honour 
and Happineſs of God's own S955 thus my-+ 
ſtically uniting:us to himſelfzand;elevaring us 
above the World-:In a Word, he has fully;ſ+ 
"—_ God's Juſtice, winch had been fo often. 

onted by our Iniquities. 3 -and perfeRly 
made up the ZBreech verween God: and- Many 
(as we ave prov'd before)to the advancemens 
ofhis ownGlory,and the unſpeakable Comfort 
awd Happineſs of all true Believers, oh | 

| us | 


\ 
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Thus, our moſt fairhtul and compaſſiongrel] der! 
High-Priefs has made our perfect and plenary] how 
Atonement with God , by: that infinite $8e.f whe 
erifice, and unfinning Obedience whichhe 

rform'd in his Eife, and: has perfected ar 

is Death, Which Propzriatior of his is fully 
correſpondent'to God's determinate Counſe|, 
and all che Prophefies and Types in holy Scrip- | the 
ture concerning him. We have ſeen like erfn 
Whac a happy Stare and Condition Mankind f Chr: 
15 in, by his Affamption of var Nature 3 abll | tou 
What Bleſſzrgs 'und Priviledges he has pur | reat 
chas'd for us, and will cerrzinly beſtow or uy, | ded 
if we endeavourto make our Lives rhe Tray | wei 
feriprof hrs Do@rine,and Exampte. We ſhall \beft 
Applychis Point, by confidering what praftt || the 
_ © _ cal Interences may be drawn fromic, ' And' || fofi 
TreInflu- ' ('x ) The f{erions and impartial Confide- | 

ence voi ration of vbis grear Myſtery, ſhould affect out 
#rin« Souls with the higheft Tranſports, and oblige 
ſoould 1s Toi make the'tmoft affeRionare Recurns'df 
-radize, Loveand Daty towards him, No Imagins 
con cond devifeahy thingbeyond this ! Thi 
che Lord of-eremal:Life- ſhould Rtoop (from 
the Top of Heaven, and undetithe Vail ofoit 
Ficſb,endure the Pair and Infiany of an avew- 
ſod croſe, not only to 'refcue his Enemies tion 
Dearh , bur' ro exalt them to eternal-Lafe. 
What infinice Obligations are theſe > and how 
vriworthy ſhould webe of thoſe Favours," 
the effe&s in our Hears and Lives do nor beat 
forge confiderable Proportion to thoſe wal 

TAY cl 


WES. 


y 
natef] derfo! Emanations of his Love and BowntyzAnd 
bow ſhould we Love him above all things, 
who has thus lovedus © To 
( 2 ) This is a moſt ſolid Foundation for our 
Faith, our Hope, and Confidence to reſt upon, 
amongſt all rhe diſtrating Cares and Sorrows 
of 4 miſerable World. That. we live under 
the Providence and ProteQion of an all-pow- 
erfal and merciful God 5 and bave the Plea of 
Chriſt's infinite Merits to ſecure and confirm 


of the Chriſtian Religion, &c. 227 
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and | tous, oar prefent and eternal Peacezupon ſuch 
pur- | reaſonable & eaſteCondirions as are propuun- 
us, | ded in the Goſpel. If cheſe things were ducly 
rar | weigh'd and confider'd, they would prove the 
hall J, beft and moſt abſolute Catho/zcorn, to cure all 
ar f the melancholly Suggeſtions of Diſtruſt, and 
nd} Infidelity. 
we 8 (3) Our ſcrious Reflexions upon that black 
is and tragical Scene of Chriſt's Sorrows and Suf- 


ferings for our Sins , may Svc us a.trae Re- 
preſentarion ofthe damnable Nature, heinons 


= 


n- | Apgravations, and dreadful Conſcquerices of 

Te | *em 4 and inſpire us with the greateſt Dread 

jon | apainſt, & Deteſtacionof thoſe Enemiesahich | 

out | are ſo diſhonourable to God \, and miſchie- | 
#- | vous co our ſelves : For our Sins alas | have 7 
on | been the Berrayers and Slanderers of the moſt 

We. | innocent Son of God(our beſt Friend and moſt 

on | compaſſionate Redeetner ) and the immediace 

/' Autbors too , of that painful and infamous 


2 = 


Death, and all the precedent Crueltieswhich he 
luffer'd for us How ſhould theſe Conlide= 
| <Q,3 rations. 
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rationsxthen affe& our "wh with a dee 
punRtion, and a hearty Contzition for our by. 

paſt Offences > And how ſhould we hare and. renc 

abandon even the very Appearances of all $z NOX « 

and Wickedneſs for the future? Morceſpe- "969 

cially if we confider, that = $5", 

If God did ſo fignalize the ſevere Renſent- by 2 

ments of his Wrath, in the Punifhment of his | P**f 

own moſt dearly beloved Son z; what then wel 

ſhall be the Doom of the impenitent and contu» dal, 

macious Offender? hat dreadiul Impreſfi Þ| 9 * 

ons ſhould this great Exemplar of God's Tuſtice low 

and Vengeance make upon our Lives > How ( 

ſhould we ſtudy and endeavour to mortifie our Gra 

iPet- 4-74 Fleſh, and crucifie our Luſts, which have been Liv 

"0 the mmmcdiace Cauſes of all thoſe barbarous and 

Crueltics and mercileſs Perſecutions whichhe [ Rev 

{uffer'd > How ſhould we renounce all the ſu- fot. 

perficial and extravagant Fooleries of this | <*** 

Col. 43,5. World, according to the Example of Chil He 

Rom, 6-5, and his Followers? And indeed,unleſs wethys. | 1s 

6, cTucific the old Man , and become confortt> Cu 

able to Chriſt in trampling upon all the finhl ||, 

'Delighes of chis vain and rranfitory Life, we | 24 

*have no real Title to the Bleſſings and Privi || /** 

ledges of this great Propitiation : For, if we | wit 

_$in wilfully under the Goſpel, we crucifie the Reg 

Heb. 6, 6 Son of God afreſh , and read thar dreadful | Wl 

Tragedy which we lately heard of. This would the 

beco deſpiſe and reject all his charitable and Gr. 

merciful Endeavours for our Peace and Wel- || De 

farez, and if we continue jo any one willul A Þ £7 
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Rf of Sin and Diſobediefſce anrepented of, 'tw11l 

render all hjs 'birter Sufferings for our'ſakes, 

fot only vainand fruitleſs,bur deGrudive and 

pe- perticions, Ler us therefore flie from all 

"| Sin, as the moſt deadly Contagion ; and when _ 

by a thro' Mortification of our Luſts and Ap» - 
petites » we have made our Peace with God ; 

we ſhould dread theDangers Shame, and Scan- 

dal, of retarning with the Dog to the Vomit, 

if. | of with the Sow that is waſhed, to her wal- *Pert.22 


os lowing it the Mire. 
ow | (4) We are ſtrictly oblig'd by che Laws of 


Gracitude, Intereſt, and Duty, to conformour 

Lives(fo far as we are able) to che Dodtrine 
| and Pattern of Chriſt : And our Reſpect and 
he | Reverence tothe eternal Sonof God our faith. 
fn. | ##! High-prieft, (hould be atreſtcd with a fin- 
his | cere Obedience to all his holy T=ſtitutions, I 
He ſubmitred to his Fathers Will , in bear- pj... 8. * 
us. | ig the heavy Yoke, and drinking the bicter 


5 | Cup for our Sakes: How thould we then ſtu- 
x1 | dy to imitate his holy and intiocent Life z al- 
ve wayes looking unto Jeſus the Anthor and Fini- 


i- | ſer 7 our Faith, &c. For our pious Confor- Heb- 22:2 

ve | mity herero,will notonly recommend us torhe 

he | Regard and Admiration of fature Ages , but 

ul | will cffcually diſpoſe and qualifie us, for all 

14 | the blefſed Priviledges and Advantages of his 

id | Grace and Glory, Ina word, -the Life and 

{- | [Death 'of Chriſt are an Inforcement and Re- OLE! 

& | commendation of Patiznce, and Perſeyerance wah. _ 

of | in well doing and ſuffering for his ſakegto the 20. 
Q3 Glory 
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Glory of God » and the Intereſt of Religion x 

Ve ſhould devore our ſelves therefore in 

tircly rohis Service, and become moſt ative NF@* 
Inftrumentsin the promoting of bis Gloryzand || +2* 

then will be impoſſible that we ſhould tail of eeſſuc 

the Comtorr and Bencfic of our holy and ver- | Br 

tuvus Endeavours, the . 

_ (5) And laftly, Chriſt's infinite Love tous © Binl 

(in all choſe Inſtances which I have mentiond) I ifreE 

ſhould be a powerful Motive and Argument hers 
1]ab.4.11. ©O perſwade us to be kind and charitable ro | !'®P 
| Others. Did the eternal Son of God ſet ſuch an | + 
infinite value on our Souls, as to lay down his | 7. 

Life for them?>Howthen ſhould we love thoſe | cedl 

lively Images of his, for whom he has paidſo Nt ply 

dear a Ranſom ; and do always bear the Sig- tha 

nature, and viſible CharaQers of bis Grace fl ” 

and Favour > Has he done and ſuffer'd ſo ma- 
ny things forus > and cannot we prevail with || Bic 
Rom, 15.1 qur {clves, to diſpenſe with a petty Negle, || $91 


Epi. Fo 2s 


3 Jah.3. 16 DCAT ſome ſmall Injuries from, and Infirmities of | 
: inour Brethrez for his ſake ;z who has pardon'd | #{* 
us a Deb of more than ten thouſand Talents» | Þis 
Ler all theſe things be duely conſider'd and C 

RO 


applycd , that we may behold our Lord(by I 
the Eye of Faith ) ſtanding upon the Croſs; 
not only as a reſolute Sufferer, but a glori- | fi 
ous Conqueror,tothe infinite and unſpeakable fo 
Jey and Comfort of our Souls inthis, and their | 9! 
__ iInfipure &eterval Happineſs in another Wolld, v 
1T-hgve done wich the firſt Part ofour Saviour's x 
Prieftly Office, nargely, the SatirfaFion winch « 
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tisfa@#ion,for all che Sins and: Offences which 
bis Votaries have comimicced, The BJowd, of our sins. 
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he made, and che Raxſome which be has paid 
for. the Prrchaſe of our Redemption here an 
Ferth, which brings me to the k 
24. Branchof it, vis, bis meritorious [ater- cri cor 
ceſſeow ſor us in Heaven, Jeſus Chriſt opr moſt nigh-priefs - | 
merciful Lord and Saviour is now entred- into. intercedes 
the Heavens , where he is executing and ad+19 & ** 
miniſtriag his A/elchrſedekian Office,tor the In- 

tereſt and Benefit of his Church and People 
here on Earth z moſt eſpecially in theſe rwo 
remarkable Inſtances. (x) By zuterceding for , 
#; (2) In Bleſſerg of us. And A. a3 


.1/#, Chriſt our faichful High-prieff, Izter- For the | 


J cedes powerfully with the Father,for the fup- ſupply of als, | 
ply of all our temporal and ſpiritual Wants ; 
that we may livecomfortaby herez and be glo- 
rifted with him eternally bereafcer. And to 


087 WantSo - 


this End,he isnow preſenting the Merit of his 
Bloud, and Obedience to his Father's Accep- 
tance; rePrefentitg all che Wounds & Marks 


of his Suffcrings; and plcading 'em in fulli$4- | 
= 2 | 
pardon of 


Cheult {upPlicaces.in Heaven for Mercy and Heb.1:.24 
Compatſhan for us : And the {prinkiing of ic 2 3 ® 


 nowgisas neceſſary for the SanRificatiag of Be- 


lievers, as the (heddingit upon the Crofs was 
for the Salvation .of them;-For althbo' one Drop 
of it might be ſufficient ro ſave ren thouſand 
AVorlds, yet ut: becomes efficacious. only w 
thoſe on whom 'tis ſprinkled. This is thas pie- 
gous Bloyd which ſpeakg better things: #0: 1s, 


ther 
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72 . theu that of Abel, and it has ſuch a rinſing and 
| | nm cleanſing Property in it, as to purifie the Souls 
|” * * and Bodiesot thoſe who truly believe andap-. 
ply it,trom all che Contagion & Filthineſs both 
of the. Fleſh, and of rhe Spirit. This only can 
render our Perſons and Performances, Sactis 
 ficesand Services acceptable ro God - So that; 

when he beholds the Wounds and Sufferings 

of Chriſt,he will chink noching toodear for us, 

More particularly : That qur Hearts may 

”" be trulyatic@ed witha realSenſc of the Come: 
forts and Benefics of his meritorious and pows: 

erful Interceſſton; *rwill be of neceſſary and 
important Uſe, to conſider theſe following 

Inſtances of ir: For | 

' Weoffers (1 ) Heoffers up his own Prayers to God: 
pp bis 028 the Farther for uszand ſtands like Aaron,(being 
| ers cruly ſenſible of our Wants, heartily zealous 
| for vs, for, and extremely tender of our Welfare ) 
with the Cenſcr of his own 4/erzts in his Hand: 
ro ſtop the Plague 3 and apply ſovereign and 

ſaving Remedies to-our wounded and langui- 

ſhing Spirits, He prays moſt aftectionatly, 
and qneeſfantly tor the Pardon of our Sins y 

-: 9g 5.33 for:thepity and care of our Infirmitics , for 
: Job. 2. x, The relief of all our Neceſſities, for the de- 


| Heb.4-14, fence of our Perſons, for victory over Temp, 
| 752 1% tations, for: the SanRification of -our whole 
Ei. Naturezfor ournearer Unionwith him'andthe 
| | eh. 14.16, Farher,eyeninthis: Worldzand-tor our future 
| Job. 17.13 Ghorification with-bim 'in Heaven , | and-thar 
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Happineſs, thar ( if'we be:good/ Chriſtians) 
his Prayers will be ſucceſsful for us; and he 
will be noleſs concern'd for his Voraries now, 
then ſfofkmerly, for the Shepherd of IſFael doth ,. 


I 21s &þ» | 


| neither fimwzber nor ſleep 5 bur is the ſame 


merciful Interceſſor for his Servants, yefterday, 

this day,” and for evers And as'he prays ef- 

{«uallyfor us; So | 
( 2 ): He is graciouſly pleas'd to offer up Ardpre. - 

all-our Prayers and holy Pertormances to God = —= 

the Father for us ; and Intercedes powerful] ly yg 

for their Reward, and Acceptance. All our Tot: con- 

ſpiritual 8acrifices 3,as Conteffions, Petitions) $,$:1.7.,, 

Thanksgivings, Interceſſions, voluntary Res ſarforun 

ſtraints» Selt-reſignarions ; all our ſcaſonable off ertur 

Wordsand Actions, our pious Thoughts and [,;4%ten 

laclinations, our vircuousand gracious Diſpo- negmn. 

fcions,*our Paſſions and Sufferings, are conti- A's; 4c . 

nually offer'd up, withall Earneftneſs and Im- Lib, 0. 

portunity for their Acceprance, (by our com- 

paſſionare & fairhful:Hrgh-prieſt)at the-Throne 

of God's heavenly Grace. And to encourage 

us herein :tho? we ſometimes fail in our Du- 

ties to Gods or Man; 'and are drawiinto Sin 

unawares;by Infirmity:or Surprizez yet he pi- 

ties and Prays fer our Pardon';' and ({ if we be 

humble and penicent)his redundant Merits will * Joh.t.1, 

atore for rhe Pardon of our manifold Defe@s 

And indeed,if we confider the many Slips and 

Infirmitivs weare daily guilty of,and the great 

Negle&s-even'in our beltPerformances, we've 


need ofifuch a High-prieftto intercede'continu- 


ally tothe Father for us, Bug 
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| $34 
| '- But here we muſt remarque, + Thar: :Chrict fike 
: prayeth not for the Warldgnor for thaſe-wha: ily 
| = ** gre willully diſobedienc:& impenirenc, ar who 

| x lob. 5.6 Jive in an babitual Courſe of Sin and Wicked- 
* nels : Biitdoes rather depPrecate»the Father 
againſt thoſe wretched Enemiesof his Churchy 

and Religion: And as. this may tae. a. Terrouy || ;ede 
to the wicked and diflolute, fo it. may be the || ces; 
greateſt Igcouragement. imaginable ,/ to the IN ceſ5f 
conſcientious and upright Chriſtian» | It ma 2 
therefore nearly concern us, to be; very pru» || qur 
dent and circumſpe& in all our Duties borh Þ| his C 
to God and Man; left {by our Difabedience || man 
and Unbelief ) we loſe our Propriety and In- | fron 

tereſt in thoſe merciful T#terceſſzous and om- iN a@d 
nipotent Prayers, wherebyit we be faithful '& || aw. 
obedient) 'ts impoſſible we ſhould miſcarry,! || 6, 
( 3 ) By his mericorious 7z#erceſſsor (it we | Jo 
comply with the recited Conditions) he pror ÞÞ an. 
cures us a free Acceſs by the Spirit ;unto the | pc 
Father , that we may Ppreſenc our Petits he 
our Selves, for all things we ftand in-nced af, ly! 
if we ask chem in bis Name: For *tis by Chrit || ey; 
| 16-2*5 only, that we come with poldneſe tothe Throw | Sa 
Rev. 8.3, of Gracezand haveAdmiſlion incoche holiek of | fv] 
| all. And if oar devout and earneſt Praycts 
be ſprinkied wich his Bloud, and perfumn'd by 

_ the Grace of his Merits and Imtexcefhon 3 we 

need not doubt of their :Re ward and Accep- 
tance with che Fathers: for the ſake of his dear 
Son. Wherefore, all our Prayers, Thank 
givings, &'c, muſt be.concluded (ahogneibg us 
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the Church's Preſcription, which is grounded 
;pon Apoftolical Pradtice ) ia his Name. To 
whos be aſcrib'd all Honour and Glory, now 
and for ever. aan 1a 

ow , . as Chriſt onr moſt mercifu} High- 
hy doth powerfully and efteftually inter» 
our FN zede for us ; for the Acceprance of our Servi- 
the | ces;and diſpoſes us by his Gracezto pray ſuc-: 
the I cefsfully for our Selves : So 
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uſt F 24ty. He does ſanCtifie and Bleſs vs both in = bleſſet Þ 
TU» F our Souls and Bodies, with the Abundanceof pf 84 fre 


0b F his Grace and Glory: For, he ble{{eth us in our 
ce F many cemporal, and ſpiritual Deliverances , - 
In- Þ from the Tmptarions and Tyranny-of Devils 
M- IF and wicked Men, He bleſſeth ns in turuing 
& away every one of us from our Iniquities ; in 
Y». | arRifying our whole Nature, bythe lively 
we | Influence and Operation of his holy Spirit, 
Or J ani by the wonderful Effaliousof his excitings 
he preventing» and reſtraining Grace. z whereby 
he keeps ns back from Sin-, and makes us ho-. 
1p heres{as before ) chat we may be happy for 
evcr, Tis very obſeryaþle ſince our blefled 
Saviour's Exaltations that his true and faich- 
ful Converts are far more expert in the Know- 
ledge of Divine Myſteries, marereligious and 
circumſpet in their Words and AQions, more 
feraphic and affeRionare in their Devotions : 
And 4 3:4 yep Slips and Indifczetions they 
are guiky of , doſeldomeſcape withourſome 
Regrer and ReluQaney.5 and are therefore 
{doubticts ) conlitens with the Si of 


+ their 
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their regenerate State." And that he will bh 
#s immeaſtrably after this Life, is moſt cers 
tain andevident from holy Scripture : Bur we 
cannot yet comprehend the Degrees of that 
Bleſſedmeſs ; and therefore 'tis rather our Duty 
to Hope and waic for it wich Patience ;'the 
by a wanton Curioſicy,to pry too eagerly into 
that boundleſs and inconceivable Myſtery, - 
 _ Hitherto of the 1zterceſſory Part of our Sa- 
” viour's Melchiſedekian Office, which he is now 
; tranſaQting in Heaven for us, Ler us now ap- 

ply this' Point in two or three Inſtances. And 


t John 3.2 
x Cor. 3« Jo 


Cn” * 256Y ) We have not an abſolute Title co the 
this Pojue, Privileges of our Saviour's Mediation in Hea- 


ver for #5'; for all the Promiſes of the Go 
pel ( as we've noted ar large in this Treatiſe) 
are Conditional : rf we hoklevs, we ſhall be ſa- 
ved; if we'die with him, we ſhall alſo live with 
him , if we ſuffer with him, we ſhall alſo reign 
with him,&c, And (lo on the contrary) if we 
deny him,he will alſo deny us,&c,Therefore,we 
are oblig dby the Laws of that New Covenant 
which Chrift's now nftdiating in Heavenfor 


2 Tim. 2. 


us; to' believe, repent, pray, read, and me- 


dictate 'On the holy Scriptures ; hear God's 
Word, receive'the holy Sacraments, and ett 
deavour' to be' fincere in all Duties both to 
God arid'Min : And that general Term of Gods 
lineſi' whereby we arctendred capable of rhe 
BlcMings ofthis; and a furure Life', 'does emi- 
pently comprehend alltheſez nor have'we any 
real Tito the Bemefitr of Chriſt's Mediatot-. 
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the Heavens for us, Jeſus the Son of God, let us 
bold faſt and adorn ovr Proſeſſron,by.our ſtrics :* 
eſt compliances with rae Conditions;. and our, 
naiform Obedience to, all the . reaſonable 
Commands and Conſticutions of the Goſpel. 
And therefore | 

_ (2) We have ſufficient /otivers and Ez- 
conragezerts to perſwade us ro be vigorous 
and active in the prudent Conduct of our Lives 
in the ways of Religion, if we look back to the 
Premiſlcs : But beſides,ro enforce thoſe Obli- 
earions,we havea Friend and Favorite in Hea» 
ven; who (being ſenſible of our Infirmities ) is - 


able and willing to, preſent and xecommend, = _—_ 


and (if they be ſeaſonably offer'd) he will pres s. 
vail for the comfortable Sxceeſs of all our Pi- 
ous Endeavours. And what can be more ar- 
umencativegto Perſwade us to be faithful and 
lligent, in our moſt devour Atrendance on 


all che Duties of Relzgioz; rhen ſuch a well 


grounded Aſſurance of the Succeſs of our Per- 


formances , and the Acceprance of our Perſons 
before God? 


(3) what returns of Love and Grad 
2) 


*P rieſt t hat is paſied intg 16." 


e.19.36 receive a might) neo, and our Guile 
a 


Mat,10.15 Je avore tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah it 


The Excellency, and Ofefilneſs - | - 
do ſuch" wonderful Inſtances of Mercy and fy:w 
Bounty require from us2 Theſe are the laſt Ou 
Overtxres and Tenders of Grace and Mercy, [We' 
_- Which ſh}ll ever be made to che Sons of Men; (| 6r## 

and therefore to be embrac't with'the higheſt || the $ 
Regard, & moſt endearedExpreffions of Long 
Joy, and Thankfalnefs : Bur if we reje& aud 
cramptenpon, or negle& and undervalue theſe 
glad Tidingsof our Peace ;- our other Sins will 


will be hagely tncreafed:Inſomuchz that ir had 
been comparatively well for us,it we had been 
born in India among ff Pagenrywho never heard 
of Chriſt nor his Religion; rather than in Zxg- 
land, where the Goſpel bas been publickly and 
purely preachc for many years : And it ſha 


the Day of Judgement , then for the diflolute 
and debauchr'Chrittian. 

Thns we've feenat large , rhar when the 
whole World was tnvolv'd in the fad Cateſtry 
phe of Adam's Sin and Goile 5 and laid under 
 thedreadfal Decree & Condemnation to eter- 
nal Miſery and Death : And when all the {c- 

| $2crificer conld not ſatisffe for the leaſt Of- 
fence , nor procure a Minute's Reprzeve from 
God's juſtly incenfed Wrath and Vengeance: 
"Twas in this great Sfrait that mercy intet- 
pos'd ; and God was pleas'd to provide a 84 
crifice worthy of his: own Acceptance. A.$4 
crifice ſo pure and excellent in irs own Nature, 
and foprecipus in irs Value ; as becomes eve 
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and fry way Joriefu@ory tv God's Fafticr, and afat- 
e laſt A Eſt avian 39s of the whole Warld. 
rcp, [We've ſeth likewile'che higheft Propoſes of 
| grace und Bfercy , which conld be offer'd ro 

the Sons bf 'Mer 3 i that the eternal Son of 
| God is: pleas'd to infercede fo coffe ttually for 
oor Parulgx and Peatre'; and has pat us Toto 
ſuch a febffble Way of obtaining them 3 that 
nothin bur our wilfaÞ Seubbornneſs can make 
us miſerable, What remains now, but rhat 
had | we proceed by the' Afiftance of God's Grace, 
Xen | to the left pranch of chrift's Mediatorſhrp : In 
ard | which wwethave the #fured Confidence, thar 
70g. | he will prcſervews inthe Enjoyment of Peace; 
and | prote&bus from all the Enemies of our Wel- 
= fare ; are ro and Ce Nike _— 
a | joymentiof thoſe remporal and fpirtrual Blet- 
ute | fings, which he has'purchas'd and prepar'dfor 

us, oY fu | 
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| Of Chris Kingh Off 


om | Het Chriſt Fefir the righteoue is inveſt- 
Ee ed with an abfoluce and irrefiftable Pow- 


- f| tr, to 'govern the 'whole World ih Gererdl, 
+ | and his Charch and+ People in Particular, 

was 'the Taft ching T propounded''ro be dif- 
courſt of 'in-thiis Trewtiſe, Now, that I tay 
the better inform the Judgemencs;and m_ che 
"kdns | gares 
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| Hearts of my Reader. with the ſaving Know: 
| ledge of this neceſſary Point of Na@r2e,;,1 
thall(for Methods fake) offer theſe four things 
to your ſerious and impartial Conſideration, 
1, We ſhall preſent you with, ſome ug- i 
queſtionable Evidewces of Chriſt's Kingly Power 
| and Authorit}, which has been fully\manifct- | jhe 
ed to the World ;' and-herein we-thall confi 
der , from whence this Right of Government is 
deriv'd. :.... ox ana fy 
_ 2dh, Weſhall treat diſtin@ly of the Admi- 
2! ſtration. of thisGovernmentgzand enquire par- 
ticularly how, over mhoxr, and in what Inftan- 
ces he exerciſeth his Domunion and Avtbority. 
 3dlz.. We ſhall give,you a Specimen of the 
ſeveral Benefits relulting from his tupreme 
Power aud; Juriſdictiqg g , which he does thus. 
imparcially |adminiſter. for the Comfort and 
Happineſs of his S#bje@s. 
4thly. We ſhall conſider what Influence 
this excellent Dodrine ſhould have upon the 
Lives and PraRices of all Chriſtians. Otall 
theſe ſeverally, and in Order.. And the 
I ſi, Imports, chat Ghriftis anabſojute King, 
| and the ſupreme Monarch of all the Kingdoms 
Tefimonies of he World. Which may be fully evideng't- 
of Chrif®s (1) From Scripture Teſtimony. The, Pſalmhiſt 
Key is very expreſs to this purpoſe. 7 will ſet my 
Power. þ y £IPT ICY f 
Pc. 2, 6,8, Xing ((aith he) »por my, boly Hil of Sign; and 
I will give himthe Heatbee: for bis Inheritance, 
«1d the utmoſt parts of the Eerth for bis Poſe 
ſeſſrox. GConſouant to, whighy is-thas; 2 the 
pedal vane 


Evangelical Prophet Iſaiah, Unto us 4 Child 
is born,unto ns 4 Son is given ;, the Govern- 
went ſhall be upon: his ſhoulder, and his Name 
fall be called Wonderful,Connſellor, the Mighty 
God, the everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace : 
ver i of the encreaſe of his Government and Peace 
oft» IN there ſtall bento end; to fit upon the Throze of 
Us | pawid, and upon his Kingdom to order it,and 
1s to eftabliſh it with with Judgement and Righ- 

reouſneſs, from henceforth, even for ever and 
vi- if ever. Thy Throne O God( ſaith the Kingly Pro- 
r- ff phct ) # for ever and ever, the Sceptre of thy 
u- | Kingdom is a Right Scepter , thou haſt loved 
y- | Righteouſneſt, and hated Iniquity, therefore 
ie ff God ever: thy God hath anointed thee with 


ie ff the Ol of gladneſs above thy Fellows. . And io 


15. F he gocs on through the whole Plalm, to ex- 
d Þf alt and magnifie the Grace and Majeſty of 

Chriſt sKingdom-Andthat all the Propheſſes con- 
e ff cerning bis Kingdom, are to be thus interpre- 


e | tcd,is evident from the Writings of the Evan- 
Il F geliſts and Apoſtles, Tell the Daughter of Zi- 
. || or, behold thy King cometh unto the meek, 8c. 
» | which is the complemenc of that of the Pro- 
s || pher Zechariah,with many other parallel Paſla- 
2 ge to the ſame purpoſe, which would beneed- 
t | leſs rorepear. But beſides , all the Works 
5 | of Creation / and Providence are aſcribed tO 
# | him, ( as beforez) and God the Father has g1- 
5 | ven him all Ale and Authority : For which 
' f end herair'd bim from the Dead, and ſet him at 
| f &# own right hand ; far above all Principali- 
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24k. 
Iſa, 946,79 : 


PD. 45726, 


Zech. 9.g3 
comp. Mag, 
y I 45» 


Mar, 28;i8 
Phil, 2, 8. 
I Pet-3e22+ 


242 © The Excellency, and Uſefulneſs - E 


| Hrb. 2. 9; yes and Powers, and every Name that is named, both 


_— hath put all things under his Feet, and gave him to be 
the Head over all Things to the Church. This is he 
3 of whom St. John makes mention, that he was 
pars clothed in a Garment dipt in Bloud, (the Enſign of his | 
| Ka,63-243- Vito and Triumph over all his and the 
Church: Encmics) and his Name was called' the 
Word of God ; and he has on his Veſfture, and on his 
Thigh, a Name written, KING OF KINGS 
andLORD OF LORDS. Many other Ar- 
ents and Authorities , might. be added from 
t Scti ( if *rwere necelary to confirm and 
Job. 18:37 ;\uſtrare this Point : But Pilate tho? a Heathen be- 
' liev'd itupon his own fingle Tefimony, ( and may 
ſerve inftead of many others) asappearcth by the 
Loh» 19.19 Tnſeription {et over him on the Croſs ; with the 
| Santtion added, what Thave written I havewritten. 
_ His Kinglyy Authority is aſſerted and con- 

5 

h 


firm'd,by the many ſtrangeand wonderful Miracks 
which he wrought : For he manifeſted his Power 
on Earth, in curing the Blind and the Lame, and 

all manner of Diſeaſes, and in raiſing the dead 

Bodies of Lazaras, and many others at his Refur- 

retion. He exerted it in the Sea, when he aſſwa- 

ed its Storms and Tempeſts, and walked on the 

ater withour a Ship, He gave a Teſtimony of 

it.inthe Air, when he led Captivity captive; drew 
Principalities after him, and crampled upon them. 

And hſtly, he exercigd his . Kingly Power in Hell 

in his Conqueſt over the Devil, and all the inferna 

Furies : Who, in deſpightofall their Policy, Pow- 
er, and Malice, were forc't to confeſs that he was 
A8.19-1s omniporent ; and therefore they muſt ſubmir to 
i'F (3) We have the unanimeus Conſent of all 
i | pLOUus 


| Eph 1 20, in this World, and alſo inthat which is tocome; dnd _ av 
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jious and prudent Chriſtians in all Ages ,, who 
haye cheerfully ſubmitted rhemafelvos to rhe Scep- 
we of his Kingdom : For they had their wholeDe- 
dance on his Power for their Safery ; on his 
i{dom for their Guiatice and Dire&tion; and on 4 


his infinire Merits and Mercy for their comfor» * .} 


able Living here, and erernal Salvation hereafter. . 
"But,as Chriſt our King is inveſted with an abſolute 
andunlimited Power and Authority; ſo, he has an 
unqueſtionable Right and Title to govern the whole 
World, and all the Creatures in it. And he holds 
this abſolute Tenor of Empire and Soyeraignty. Chrift bay 
(1) By Inheritance, This is clear from the s undoube 
Concetfions of the Eaftern Sages , who came (@ far ed Kight to 
to ſee him and do him Homage. And beſides his t%is Office. 


Hereditary Power as the eternal Son of God, he M**2+ *- 


was of the Royal Race, asMan. 'St. Matthew de- yriezace, 


tives his Pedigree from fourteen Kings wceefivelys 


Kingdom of Tfrae/ mult needs be indiſputable. 
(2 ) He hasan abſolute and unqueſtiqnable Right 
to his Kingdom, by Donation ; and hence he derives 


and therefore his hereditary Title (as al to 


: | IF ARS | 3, By dv 
his Power and Authority to rule . and goyetn all —__ ” 
things , to forgive usall our Sins, and-to indemni- Mar. 28.18 
fie us from the Puniſhment 'of them; to paſs Plal- 8.7. 


judgement upon Angels and Men, nor only in Manh-3<+ 


what concerns chis Ningdom of Grace here , 'bur 10. 5. 25, 


in determining their final Doom and Condition Mer.16.27 
heteafter ; and in che Diſtribution'of Rewards and 
Puniſtiments to the faithful, and difobedient.  _ 

(3) He has obtain'd an abfolute Right ro go- 
yern all the Creatures, .by Conqueſt: | | he Pas 
Ipoil'd all Principalirics and Powers ; raken_ the 3. By cet- 
ey our of their Teeth ; and in delpight of the 4% 
Power and Policy of Devils and. wicked Men, | 
the greateſt Parr of - known World haye OY. 

2 redu- 


8. By Pure 

chaſe, 

Rom. 2, 23 
Co 


x Tim, 2.6 
A&. 20.28, 
a Pet. 1.18 


The Ad v1. 
' w#iſtyation 
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reduc'd from their Heatheniſh and Idolatrous $4; 


PEP Fs 
1. rH 
WS 
. A} 
# 
] 
| ( I ) 
Ci 


perſtitions in worſhipping falſe Gods ; and haye ſhe Sc 
cheerfully and voluntarily ſubmitted themſelves YWher 


be govern'd by rhe juſt Laws and Conſtitutions of 
tus Kingdom. | 

(4 ) He hasa juſt claimto his Kingly Government 
by Purchaſe : For when by our Sin and Rebellian 
againſt God, we had juſtly forfeired our Lives, loſt 
our Freedom, contracted an univerſal Guilt and 
Stain 3 and had nor only depriy'd our ſelves of all 
the Hope and Poflibility of any future Comfort 
and Happineſs, þurt were ſentenc'd to Death ; and 
as condemin'd Slaves and Villains bound overto 
everlaſting Torments : When (1 fay ) we wereb 
our Sins plung'd into this deſperate and damnable 
Condition, without the leaſt proſpect of Reprieye 


or Reſcue : Then it was, that the eternal Son df 


God, ( and our blefled Saviour ) purchaſed our 
Peace and Pardon, by the Sacrifice of his dearelt 
Life; and has: hereby reſtor'd all his faithful Vo- 
taries to the, comfortable Enjoyment of God's 
Grace and Favour. | 
Hence 'tis evident, in all theſe ſeveral Reſpetts; 
chat our Lord'Jeſus 
of Kings, and Lord of Lords: A King, at whole 
feet all Princes. and Emperors muſt caſt dom 
their Crowns and a Lord, whoſe Authority ſuper- 
ſedes the Power and Juriſdiction of all Earthly 
Princes and Monarchs. They muſt all ſtoop to 
him, all Nations ſhall do him ſervice. And thus 
much of the Origina/ and Extent of our Sayieur's 
Kingly Office. We pals ferward, 
 zdly. To the Adminiftration of his Government. 
But for. the better underſtanding of this Point, we 
muſt conſider. the Government of Chrif”s Kingdott 
under a double: Acceptation. And 'tis G Py 
| - 1 Ut 


Chriſt is the moſt abſolute King 


rules a 


Av 
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5 $60 (1) Univerſe! oyer all the Creatures ; which - 


have 
VG to 
ns of 


the School-men call the Kingdom of his Power : 
Whereby he orders and dipoles -all things; and 
rules all the Creatures, viſtble, and inviſible with - 
n this vaſt frame of the Univerſe: For he goyern- 
&h the higheſt Heavens, and appoints the holy An- 
wls hi miniftring Spirits, thejr {eyeral Offices and 
Kvloymens. He rules the lower Orbs, cauſin 

Day and Night, Heat and Cold, Summer n_ 
Winter. He 5 ink the Air, the Windsand Seas, 
frorms and TI empeſts , raiſing and calming them 
again, how, and when, and wherc he pleaſes. He 
rules the Earth andall the Inhabitants thereof; ſo, 
that thoſe things which feem caſual and contingent 
tous, arc order'd and brought te paſs by his derer- 
minate Councel and Proyidence. He exerciſeth 


/ 


' his Power and Authority in Hel/ , over-ruling 


thoſe unruly Powers of Darkneſs ; keeping rhar 


diſorderly Rout under a certain kind of Goyern- 


ment , well known to himſelf , but inconceivable 


to.us, or to them who are ru[Pd by it. So,that from 


the glorious Angels, to thecrawling Worms ; from 
the bigheſt Heavens, to the loweft Hell, all the 
Creatures are within the Sphere and Compaſs of 


.- abſolute, and indeed unlimired Juriſdi&ion. 
Bur 


(2) And mote Particularly, He exerciſcth his 


Dominion over the Church his Body , and every 
-particular Member thereof. 
d&d in the Souls and Conſciences of all true Belie- 
vers; where he reignsby his Word and Spitit ;/ di- -- 
 reftingthemin the 


His Kingdom 1s foun- 


; ays of Godlineſsby his Grace, 
that he may diſpoſe and qualifie *em for his King- 
dom of glory. Which Government over hs Church, 
is yer more particularly diſplay'd -and manifeſted, 
j" "theſe two remarkable Inſtances. (1) In the 
— R 3 Guid- 


4.48427 25 Sad 
eng 


Guidance and Preſeryation of his, and the Churdþ; Yantiof 

Friends. (2) In the Confufon and Defruttion of Nhecome 

his, and her Eyenties. And _ » ſotoc 

* Firjff, He exerciſes his Power in, and over his | ience- 

1, In the Church , in the Gazdance and Prote#ion-of his loy- | the An 
J 7g al and obedient Subjects, And .tho he fits at A 

$a of bs Tight Hand of his Father in Heaven , yerhe forges || xthe 

| church, ROt the Poor afflifted Members of his Church here || Men < 

| Rom, 2,16 On Earth. He rules Mens Hearts, and ſets up his ÞÞ of rel 

3 Cor. 4 5 Empire there; exciting *em by his holy Spiritto be, || thoſe 

and to do good; to avoid all things evil in them- || all th 

ſelves. and of eyil Report ; whereby they may Fogg: 

capeall rhe Mifchiefs both of Sin and Puniſhment, | Gibb 

He exerciſes his Power and Authority in making || the P 

and repealing Laws ; and paſſes Judgement upon || this b 

whar's expedient and lawful, or unneceſſary and Br 

unlawful, as ſeems beſt ro hisuncontroulable , ye Þ inter 

As x7-31 unerring Wiſdem. He remits and retains Sins, | and 

and has an abſolute Power to execute Judgement | jes ir 

' upon all Creatures ; befere whoſe impartial Tn. J prov 

bunal we muſt all ſhortly appear to recetveout final | Gate 

Doom, -when neither the Secrets of Men, ner | Her 

 JCor,z.13, the: Counſel of che Heart ſhall clcape his Scriitiny, em 

| VF) He rules his people by his holy and juſt Laws 3 and | bi! 

E: enables them by his Grace and Spirit, to comply | Ani 

with.and obey them. He protedts his Voraries from | re 

che Tyranny of their domineering Luſts and Pal- | For 


ſions, and preſerves*em from the conquering Pow- | wil 
er and Prevalence of all Temp e ſup- ; 


' ports them under, and comforts 'em in all the Prel- | wif 
fires and AMiions of this Life ; and at the laſt fro 
crowneth them with an abſolute Congueft oyer al his 
his and their Enemies. | you's” i 
Yet here we mult note , That his Church and | as 
People . have their trifia, as well as /ucida Inter-\ th 
palle ; For by hisCounſeland Proyidence, ee lo 
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untiof this World, ,Þ 
tecome Miniſters of 
"i chaſtiſe his Frople 


ence And thisis mo 


Casthe proud A{jrian, 8c. ) 
his Juſtice-; 9 ji y ant 
and reduce. *em'to Obe- 
{ignally remarkable from 


- che Annals of the Church : For there was never 


any Religion in the World fo ſeverely perſecuted 
x$the Chriſtian 3 nor did the Devil and wicked 
Men ever confederate ſo ſtrongly againſt any Sect 
of religious Profeſlors , as they have done aga1 

thoſe who profeſied the Dotrine of Chrif: And if 
all the Engins and Methods of Cruelty. ( as Fire, 


ot, the Tecth of wild Beaſts, Racks, Wheels, 
hee 5 


ts.Grid-irons, &c. ) could have deſtroy'd all 
the Primitive Chriſtians pou Rebgion had long ere 
this been baniſht out of the World. - Te 
But Chrift has always hitherto, and ever will 
eeepoſe his Power and Goodneſs, /in the Reſcue, 
and Defence of his Church and People. He that pg,  .. 
fitsin Heaven will laugh his Enemies to ſcorn, and * * ©. ©} 
protect his obedient Subjets z ſo, that neither the Mar.16,18 
Gates of Hell nor all the Atheiſts, Apoſtares, and © 
Hereticks on Earth ſhall be able to prevail againſt 
'cm : Forhe will ever bleſs the righteongand with his 
loving kyndneſs\will he compaſs them,as with a Shield. 
And whom Chriſt is thus plead to rale and-pro- 
rect , on them he beſtoweth 'infinite Rewards : 
Forthe Lord giveth Grace and Glry;and no good thing 
will he withhold from them that walk uprightly . 
Thus Chriſt - our Kzng governs us here by the 
wifeſt and beſt Laws; and protefts and defends us 
from all our Enemies of all forts: And he will in 
his own. good Time, raiſe us from a.mortal co an 
immortal Stare,full of Glory and Blefſedneſs.” Buc 
as he'manifeſts and adminiſters his King/y Power in 


' the fate. Condutt and ſure Defence of hu loyal and 


loving Subjefts. So * i $a ol 
b Second- 


| 2- Inthe Secondly, He adminiſtreth and diſpenſes it to the 
| Conf uſioon Confuſion and Deftruftion of his and his Church s Ene- 
eo 0214= mies. This isa moſt cyident matter of Fatt; and 
h is ape - ER, 
| and ber E. We may be confirm'd in the Belief of it , if we 
| werzies, conſider the Plagues of Egypr, the Deſtruction of 
E Pharaoh and Amalek', the Subverſion of the five 
Kings who were flain with Hailſtones, the blind. 
neſs and Deſtruction of the Sodomites, and the to- 
tal Subverſion of the Jews, (tho formerly ſo dear to 
him ) when they curn'd Rebels againſt him. Be- 
ſides, we have an account of the moſt infamous 
Deaths of Herod, Alexander, Fudas, Simon Magus, 
ulian the A oftate, and many other notorious 
dolaters and Heretics; who being profeſt Ene- 
mies to his Reigion and Government were moſt mi- 
ſerably deſtroy'd. And tho? the Kings and Ty- 
rants of the Earth be neyer ſo high and mighty 
yet Chriſt our King 1s greater, and more powerful 
| _thenthey; and his Dominion ſuperiour to all the 
| Rev, r.5; Princes of the World. For as he has hitherto, and 
| #nd17.14 ever will infatuate the Counſels, and baffie all the 
Plots and Hoſtilities of all his, and our tempor! 
Enemies: ſo he will countermine and defeat allche 
Proje&s, Stratagems, and Confpiracies of the De- 
| vil, Sin, and Death, our Spiritual Adverſaries: 
| 2 Co% 15, For he will reign till he hath put allthe Enemies of 
wh hisKingdom under his Feet. ES, 3 
Yer here it muſt be confider'd 3 that vhe Tempo- 
raland Spiritual Enemies of Chriffs Kingdom mult 
| not be deſtroy?d all at once z but ſucceſſively and 
| Kingdom by Degrees. The Church of God is but now in 
 eſtroy'd her Progreſs to the higheſt State of Perfetion ; 
| # Degrees. 2nd Chriſtianity is yet in her Travel towards our 
heavenly Canaan ;' in expetation only, and not 
ni 4omogy into its cternal Reſt. | We read and 
fo believe, thas mapy wonderful Works and ME 
| | rac 
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Miracles were done by our bleſſed Saviour whilſt 
far greater ſince his Departure : For, he is daily 


bringing more Sheep into his Fold , and fending 
out more Labourers into his Vineyard ; to make 


the Harveſt of the Goſpe/ſtill more and'more plen- 
reous : Our Refgion ( ever {ince its firſt Plantation) 
has been in its Pilgrimage, travelling from one 
Country to another ; from Aja to Afrita, from 
Africa to Europe, from Emrope to America : ' And 


he ſtill ads Captivity aj tow, . 2nd fooner or later, 


he will conquer the whole World with the invi- 
{ible Power of his Word and Spirir; and all the 


Nations of the Earth ſhall ſubmit ( by degrees) to Pſal, a; 8 | 


the Scepter and Authotity of his Kingdom. In a 
Word , he will , and' does defend and proteCt us 
from the Power of Satan-,' and Preyalenice of our 


own Lufſts; unleſs we defire to become-'their yo- 


hmary Slaves and Vaſlals. They may indeed: 
now and then tempt us ro Sin:, for- the Probation 


and Improvement of our Graces; but'we are all - 


free Agents, and Chriſt has put us into'a capacity 


(if we pleale } not onlyto refiſt , bur #o'conquer' 


and fubdue them : Andtherefore' if Siri; and the 


| Devil get theupper hand and lead us' Captivesto 


Condemnation , *ris not- imputable to any impo- 
tency in the Adminiſtration of Chriff s Government, 
but roour own Obſtinacy and Cowardice : We 
are not,beeauſe we will-not be happy. We proceed. 

3dly. To the Benefits which flow from the Pow- 


crful Adminiftration of - Chriſt's Kingh Office : Of ; 
which take this following Account. ' Now it mult ; 
be extremely happy'for us Chriſtians', that we'cbrift*s 

have ſuch a King , and live under the'gracious In- Ng !y Gu 
fluences of that exccllent' Government, which I haye'*©**0* 


deſcrib'd ro you in ſeyeralParticulars. As. | 
| (1)In 


he ſojourn'd on Earth ; but he has accompliſhed' 


The Bene* 
ts Teſulte 
ng from 


1 [350 The, Excellency, anil Uſefulneſs, | 


(1) In reſpedt of his 4bibties : For 'ris laid pro- 
phetically of our King, Thave laid help on one that s || 

|, v9. 18, mighty, and I will make him my firſt born, higher then || $P<© 
the Kings of the Earth. Some indeed have a fit Cas || giv 
pacity to dilpoſe, but want Power and'Abilzty to pur bili 
their juſt Laws.in Execution; for the Peace and Be- || mand 
nefit of their-Subjefts. - Ochers have Power more | Gov: 
then enough, but want Wiſdom and Diſcretion ro || £9 dl 
| contrive and: manage the Aﬀairs of Government : || Ja: 
| Ext. x9 But *ris ſaid of our King, that it pleaſed the Father, rules 
that in him ſhontd all fulyefs dwell; Fulneſs, (in che par 
abſtratt ) both of Wiſdom and Power, "thar he mY 
might diſpoſe and order the Concernments of his | bis” 
Government , tor the Peace: and Benefit of his | VE 
People. dy Princes may make their Subjetts | due 
Feat, burth F EROREe make *em good 2 Bur ſuch | WP! 
1s the Power of our abſolute and + D— Monarch , that 
that he makes his Dependetzs firſt good, and then || of: 
great 3  hemakes them gracious here, and eternall rd ly « 
ious pr, For, When he aſcended on hig Lis 


| Eph.4, 5 captive, and gave Gifts unto men ; an 


ny 
one 
hed —_ _ e heavenly Treaſuries are ſtill open | Y® 
to his Voraries and Servants. He diſtributes Grace lor 
in proportion to their modeſt Deſires and Neceſh- Fo 
ties; his holy; Spirit leads _— incoall Truths in- | * 
ſpiring them with Love , Patience, Perſe- {or 
veraace, Joy in the Hob Cho Ghoſt and. all other bl 
needful Graces which may. q qualific 'em for Hea- Fax 
ven, and make themgloriousand happy for ever. ſu 
(2) The. Government, of Chrift's-Kingdomis | E 

* Mwmarchied, the vety belt of all Confitntions ; in D 


__ which: Try an abſol Concurrence of all Pow- 


— 


"— of the Chriſtian Religion; \&e. Th 


69. || Rod of Direftion, ſay ſome Tranſlations, |, And as . 
ts | belays his Commands on tus Subjedts,,: {o. 7 which 


* 


hen | is peculiar to the SubjeQs of his Kingdoms only): he 
"oy bh chem Direﬀions, and Fan gp with 
tas to comply with, and wy, 2 Com- 
Ze | mands and Infticurions.. Beſides, this Monarchical 
we | Government-of Chriſt hasthele (ſpecial riviledges 
ro Þ| todiſtinguith it from all ochers. ( 1)” Tis Þytver; 
t: | ſal: For he is the Head of the whole W he 
rules the Church Militant, and the Church T rium 
he Fats us, who are here, and thoſe whoaregoneto 
ven before us. (2.)*Tis Spiritual, he ſers up 
us {| his Throne in the Souls, and , Conſciences of Belie- 
is || vers. and does there effectually conquer and, ſub- 
ts | due all tis and their Enemies, (3 ) "Lis Perpernat 
h || which is the greateſt Privi/edge, and beſt Property; 
\, | thata wellcanſtirured Goyeramentcan be capable 
n 
4 
j 
1 
- 


* 


of: For he rulerh by his, Power tor ever. All carth- 
ly Governments have been, and are, {ubjeft ro,ma- 
ny Alterations, and Reyolutions-: Nat only from 
one Perion to another.,..bur from one kind of Go- 
yernmentro another z, and *ris very, uncertain how 
long we may conrinue, either under chis Per/oz or 
Form of Goyernment under. whichwe live. But 
the Politic of Chriſt's Kingdom, as well as his Per- 
ſon are unchangable :. For 'tis conſtituted; and ta- 
bliſy'd by ſuch an unerring Wiſdom, .that a 


7 \ 


cannot be devied nor deſi” d; and "Lis { pporred by 
on 


$ - 


ſuch an invincible Power.that all the Gran 
Earth, and in- Hell ſhall never be able to deltroy | 
nor diflolye it : . Vpor. the, Throne of David \, and Suk 3. 314 } 
upon his Kingdom ſhall be fit for ever,,, to order and 
cltabliſh it with en and Juſtice , cyen tor 
eye andever. dt ioniee canal 


(3). Chrif: our King hag mad an nincnt Pro- 
yigon for the ſea! and Safcry of lais-$nbjetts : Fr 
+ | Ol on ene he 


Y # 


TTFP The Excellency, and Uſefulneſs + 
he gives. them the Afhiſtances of the holy Angels in 
ea 


yen, and of his Miniſters and Paſtors on Earth : 
By whoſe Miniſteries , and the concurrences of 
tis Grace, we are ſupplied with a ſufficiency of 
Wiſdom to make us Wiſe; of Holinefs to make 
us Good 3 and Righteouſneſs to make us Juſt: He 
affords us a ſure Proteftion, liberal Maintenance, 
and unſpeakable Rewards, for thoſe little Tributes 
and Fealties of Service which we pay him. ' In 2 
word, his loyal Subjects can want nothing which 
may be requiſite for their Support and Conveni- 
ence in this-Life : But ifthey ſhould be ar any time 
ſtraitaed, by the want of theſe, he will enrich 
them more abundantly with ſpiritual and eter- 
nal Bleſſings. Ler them but hald out a while with 
Parience and Perſeyerance in well doing ; and they 
ſhall have Kingdoms and ' Sceptres put into their 
Hands , and Crowns ſet upon their Heads, as En- 
ſigns of their everlaſting Triumph. 
(5 ) andLaſtly, Irmay be added as a confider- 
able Benefit and Priviledge of Chriſs- Kingdom ; 
thar Satan's Power ( as before ) is daſht in pieces, 
and weare ſafe under thedefence and Proteftion of 
this mighty Monarch. The other Enemies who 
oppoſe his Authority, 'and do diſeaſe and trouble 
us, are Atheifts and Infidels without, and Hereticks 
and Apofates within the Church; and all theſe Ad- 
verſarieShaveno ſmall Advantage againſt us, from 
'that innate Corruption and Concupiſcence in our 
own Bowels' ; bur all the hurc that Chriſt our King 
will fuffer them ro dous, 'is.only by ſome faint En- 
counters ( how and then )'to try andÞadyance our 


Graces, ahd-prove our Tategriry. And tho' thad 


laſt Enemy Death may bea preſent torture ; yet 
"cannot deprive us of thar Bliſs, which ſhall certain- 
ly be the Reward of all his Subje#s in _— 

'orld: 


| of the Chriſtian Religion, &c. | 


 venly Government; & be ſincerely obedient to ali 


World : For theſe Oppoſitions will rather further 


| than hinder us in our Journey, and bring us per- 
haps ſooner however with greater ſaferyto the . 


Haven and Happineſs where we would be. We 
go onto the 


4th. and Laſt Particular. Which is to make +, dopli - 
ſome prattical Improvement of this Point, by way Of cationof  } 


Application: And viſeow 
(1) Seeing that Chriſt our King is adyanc't tothis 
highand honourable Offce: We are oblig'd (both 


in Duty and latereſt to pay that juſt tribute 


of Fear and Homage, of Love and Obedience , 
which is moſt deſervedly due to ſo great, and fo 
ood a Monarch. And we arc under the greateſt 
bligations tobe moſt exaCt and uniform in ourSer- 
vices to him, {ſince the yery Angels in Heaven, and 
all other Creatures do not only acknowledge his 
Sovereignty over *em, bur do Gn their ſeveral Ca- 
pacities ) ſend up Acclamatrions of Bleſſing & Praiſe 
unto him. Therefore,fince we live under the ha 
py Aſpet, and moſt benign Influences of Chriſt's 
moſt admirable Government, let us renounce all 
other Powers and Intereſts whartloeyer , if they 
come in Competition with him 3 and account of 
them as the moſt miſchievous Enemies of our Peace 
and Safety : for Chriſt will admit of no Riyals 5 
we cannot ſerve him and Be/ia/, God and Mam- 
mon. Whentwe obey others , it muſt be in Obedi- 
ence and go wang him. When he com- 
mands all other Obligations are- ſuperſeded , 
which are either oppoſite to, or interfere with the 
Laws of his Government. He .is abſolute Lord 
and King over all , and therefore . muſt be 
obey'd and reverenc't by all. Let us therefore 
cheerfully ſubmit to the ſafe Condut'of his Hea-: 


Mar. 6 +244 q 


Luk.ne-Sj | 


The Excellency, and Uſefulneſs 


* admirable Laws and Conſtitutions whatſoever : 
Thar his Majeſty, Power, and Wiſdom may be 
for us, and not againſt us; rather for our Support 
and Comfort, than our Confuſion and Deſtrutti- 


; Pſa), 4.11, ON. Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoyce unto hin | 


with reverence 5 kiſs the Son, 8. 

(2 ) Our Obcdience and SubjeMon to the Laws 
and Conſtitutions of Chris Kingdom , may be fur- 
ther enforc't, by conſidering the extreme Danger 
and Hazard thoſe Rebels run upon, who holds Out 


any difloyal 


Appetites ro war againſt him : 


Fort 3 of encourage _ Luſts and 
$, Whocan 


conceal his Sins from Chriſt's akon Eye; or 


withſtand the irrefiſtable Power of his 


Vengea 


uſtice and 


cance, when he is angry 2 Beſides, how in- 


con ſtent would it be for any Chriſtianrodiſhonour 
"him in his Praftice, whom he has fo often ac- 
knawledg'd to be his Lord > And how ſhall he be 
able to anſwerir ro God and his own Conſcience, it 
he Los oh on. M., whoſe Perſon and Govern- 


vent with 
has ſo often a 


tion ? 


Vows in both Sacraments , he 
FDlennn promis'd Fealty and Sub- 


Wha a terrible "Ft then muſt ir needs 


= to the Wicked to behold him (whom they haye 
often pierced and crucified afreſh by hell almoſt 


$Cor-5, xo info Fra 


Cn 


rour and 


mo the W 


eve 'tm, Ts ao Ye would not ) ſhal 


ons.) ſiting upon the Throne of 
, and to have their moſt irreconci- 
ip Be Judge > But whart infinice Ter- 


SEICS ſhall ſeize rheir deſperate 
290 ht _—_ 


when that Judge (who came 
d was fo extreme dy defirousto 
pronounce 


dreadtul Sentence ,, Depart ye curſed, &c, And 
0-7 muye £19 that world not that 1 ſrould reign 


them bring them hither, and lay then 
x theme > ger} ON the ocher hand * 9 
(3) The 


(3) The Conſideration of Chriſt's Power and 


& Pen 


” ww * in ww Oh 3 {LL 


Sovereigntyover us, will conduce much to the Jate- 


reſt and SatisfaCtion of all 'his obedient and loyal 


SubjeQs: For we are ſohappy under the gracious 
Adminiſtration of this Government, thatall things arc 
lawful to be done by - us , which are nor milchic- 
yous and unprofitable ro us. All his Commands 
Counſels, Adminiſtrations, Chaſtiſements, ec. arc 
in ſome Reſpeds beneficial to us ; either in the Lite 
which now 1s, or will be fo in that which i to 
come; © 7 

And indeed; the duriful SubjeQts of Chrifs King- 
dom are the only free Men-in the World : Becaulſc 
they are the Maſters of thoſe turbulent and unrul 
Paſſions , which confine 'the Wicked to a worſe 
ſhvery thanthat of Egypt, Beſides, *tis yery.con- 
ſiderable, that the King whom we ſerve is no re- 
ſheer of. Perſons; bur d 

indneſs for the meaneſt, (if ny be holy and vir- 
tuous ) as the greateſt of his Subjects. Weare 
all not only his Workmanſhip by Creation , bur 
the Purchaſe of his deareſt Bloud by Redemption : 
and therefore without any Note of Diſtintion, he 


woos all true Believers indefenitely , the Title and - 


harafter of Friends and Brethren. Why then 
ſhould poor Men be dejetted at the 'narrowneſs of 
their Fortune,and the meanneſs of their Condition? 


| If they will-burendeayour to be good Chriſti 


they are the Friends and' Brethren of Chriſt, which 
is the preateſt Preferment and Dignity in the 
World: All Crowns, Sceptres, Kingdoms, Ho- 
nours, Eſtates , coſtly Apparel , numerous Atren- 


dants, and the like , are but trivial and ſordid 


things, compard with the Dignity and Immuni- 
ties of this Ri ara: forthe Apoſthdi glo1 
this, more then in all chings belides : \ ritk 


es: Were willing 
10 


Jam» Is Is 


NF | Yr Luk; ', 8. 
as an cqual Regard ro, and ——_ 


%\ 
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s Tim. 2. 
x1, I2, 
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AR. 7. Ss» 


TT I. Excellency,.and Uſefulneſs , 


to endure:the greateſt Fatigues, and undergo the 
moſt paintul Drudgeries, that they. might . gain 
Chriſt. And therefore, whoſoever 1s nor prepar'd 
in his mind, to quit all his Intereſt in this World, 
rather then diſobey or deny him, ſhall-be rejected, 
asa Traytor and Rebel to tus Kingly Office and Go- 
vernment. But ; 7 
(4) I wedo but cheerfully and obediently ſub- 
mit to his Authority, and the gracious Condutt of 
his admirable Government, we need nor fear the 
want of any Good, or the trouble of any Evil: Fox 
he has noronly a ſufficiency of Power and Autho- 
rity, and therefore able : but of Mercy and Good- 
nels, and therefore willing to proteQt'us, and pro- 
vide for us. | Nor have.we cauſeto be afraid of any 
thing but God; ' and what can there be 1n the 
World to diſcaſe and diſturb us 2 Chriſt (as we have 
{cen ) has obtain'd an ablolate Conquelt: over De- 
vils and wicked Men ; and tho” they ſhould be tos 
hard for us , yet he's tooſtrong for them; and we 
ſhall be more then Conquerers too, it we belieye 
in and obey him, This was St. Stephen's Aſylum 
in a Shower of Stones, nor could any thing diicou- 
rage him in the Confli&t; becauſe he ſaw Chriſt 
ſtanding at the right hand of God , ready to delt- 
yer him out of his Enemies hands, and receivehim 
into Glory. WES ; 
Are we afraid of Sufferings > Here is a certait 
era at hand , belieyein Chriſt, and he will-not 
only become our King to protett us ,' but our 4dvo- 
cate to laye and exalr us in due time. Are: we un+ 


der a-ſuſpition of Want? Our King's-the Proprie- 


roy ey wholc bins and the Diſpenſer = 
which pertain to Life and Godlinefs« 
Are An 7 of any future ny All che'Cons 
cernments of this World are diſpos'd of;-:and w 
| nag 


- a” why - Chuiſtian Religion, &.. : 


by his gra tous and wiſe Providence) ; Go, in. 
ads are all'otir® Members writren, Let' 
Cen Py bewharit will, if we be necrey 


» TH "Ws Ye 


Eve ſeen what excellent things the Son of God 
has ddkge for is atready ; -&d- ( if webe hot 
awapting to our. ſelves ) we cannat fail of being eter- 
nally Þappy, untler the gracious Tnfldences and ConduFf 
12 wdmirable bem tne wm tie —= moſf 
and infutite'© bligatiotis en, to ſubmit. 
moins an Fr the Gurdance and Protettion 
great a Lord ; who bears to us the Bowels of a Man, 
ant the tenderef Contpaſſions of a Brother. Wewvein- 
for&t all theſe Obligations to Holineſs of Life, ' and 
newneſs of Obedience, \7 our Vows and Covenant in 
Baptilin' 3 "we repeat them frequently in the Lord's 
ark : and do obtige our ſelves fill more aid more 
FED Choices and Promiſes, in every Duty 
of 


n:' 4nd 'we have in all theſe, and maiy 
devoted our weed our Souls and Bo- 
Pre J/ro Bis Smaps How! d we then, (in 
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+ by thy! ND FOG: y 


of our: Miade: the lubbor! 


Meoies I Þo x. FE" le", our: Es 4 thi 'E te * 
Plate... Re, may uot, only tive wa - 
cab br, and ſolace our ſelves. with the Peace; of a;. 


« .-.. gopd Conſcience , in.deing .the'Dties of out Chrijttan 

Calling's; But; Sf in ph THe eu. We Fre 

| off Conſummation-.of Prey, 3 the. 

| poſſeſſion of the Rewards of eternal;Ghry and Bliſs. 

Which God of his infinite Mercy grantuntaus, Figs 

bleſſed Saviour's ſake. To whom mth the Father , 
4nd the Holy Ghoſt, be. aſcril'd by us, and all the 
World, Blſcing, and Glory, and Honour and Power, 
and T, henksgiving t forever wideker. Amen: 
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of Morin Progr for- Families. Sth 
of N ET all Contolotions ! then 
ly. of, ae Sint, ad 


We 

to be hachin geveren Shi that draw. Non unia the 
We thy; unwarthy, Servants deſire with all Humility, ta 
acknowledgg eur immediate Dependapee upon thee x, fag. 
IG, by thy\\ idom'w WW 
governed clqwe ate provided for, JOE. 
| Damion IVC. and weowe unto thee 'that; 
wehavean this NG hope for in the 

And yetabs/ wehavemad eh ablc 
thy BojingyzFor we haveyola Mb 
Commanas,not only: iy aur-miſta 
our ſuddexi,-{eerer, ar 
at naughtan tramp UM 
f uchoritys by QUL:OPCDy V 
. a! T ranſgr $; £0 thodt 
| the ſcandat otourholy rote 


ot ourh Me; fore@W+-./: Pele K 7 - nc 
On al either, 


' 'rwlineſs of our > Aﬀections, 


— '; 
— 
þ 


I I" 2” OS 


TY 
c_ 


. © 
. 
by. 


x ligetir about; or carcles/and trifling in : d SY JE! | 42 


* Fg” 0 rr Oe 


— 


3 24 WW. 19 Dp OS OLgHRETETDS, vu vn © 


> £ wy g x4 IJ s mY *. > = $75 o - + « « LI 3 
136.4 ack Wn . 63 po Ty 2 - *X Id < "x4; kd + "Ii_ Mb > 454668: — b. 4 4 
aq - 2 Wet 4 LEW SE 43: b : c *_ 7 _. F, of 4 _— F - : a TE; J ww X 
s 2 F . __ . q 
G be HIRE: 50K. « 

* ” 
7g 
wiky - y & 
- : I 

$ = 


"Opn FARE fop NF TN 


hop EE ant Durics 


U #h Lig ofthy | ly... pirir,. GMC ANAN 
__ conviions Sto our. 'pWn..C EnEgS2. ay 
mony | xadean judges Pur Jes unworthy « of 


A Rk holy Farher, we night jſt Y.. xpeſt the 
fever Reſentments of thy ac and Es the 
moſtYuc ang TVs FL an of all our Bur 
thouarta God .and with:thee 1s ple Rs 
Jdepring.s 0h by Prom arc full.in Chrilt Jclusto Cy 
yuh ce and car meg: We come with boldnels 
Finke by beagngte Res of thy Nr Holy Bo _ 

y ing the. Aids of t j- 
IT. nd hearry Contrt | We. y Reds 


never: hk, Ix 
+ 8 208 


TY peu wont | 
pry rk Ln , deliver us 
"A 


\ ll Alorning er tho Family, 
Ns . 


Guilr and Pallucion, onaſon at id ſhmg 
A Ute an " n PFunilkmggy of 


{ Liftupour Holds Praye ths; "ab all tft 


and empry ( yet alluting ) ain and tranſi- 
por otld :: Aft oiir Souls re $i and lively ſenſe 
our Duty and Dependance 1 50N | x * Reſt | 
Freda and Strength, Knowledgs II, yp, pr tf 
Rightcouſncof the fecond Adam, "which we forfeited 
An by the Falf and Diſobedience of our firſtPatenrs: 
Improve and cheriſh'ftill more'and*miore, thoff holy 
Reſolutions of Grqwth and Perſeyerance in all Kdom 
and-Goodneſs; that feither Life'norDeath ,* god Re- 
rt nor bad Re "may obltrut Stir Obedi Hence: .nor 
P TE OP] QVE. "Condndti 5 hae "p4k rhe 
Changes and Varictits of rhistrodble ein Peace 
and ſafety ;\and diſpoſt and qualific'ns OW fuch 2.holy 
ys tinccen Frame and Tan per &f Mind and $pitir, 
that hay Brew with;! ahd'enjoy Hitt for ever; ©: 

/ $54 fott Gp Luft ighr aid thy” Frath, and colis tenwe 
es hee; all the dark Corners'of the Farth, wiht 
bright” Bears of thy gl6rtous Gofpe. *Blefm 
ally all fates and Coriduions oF Men , "in the \Comn 
Hion'of / holy-Caths olic Churt {3 But ive inttca ” thes 
Et particularly for the inc Sf true Wilde afd 
'Godlineſs in'the Chiirches of thdeKingdoms © Weewn- 
KO Lord thow mightcſt juſtly Fey thy Candleſtick 


from us, and give it toa People more dhe Ls thaii'wes 
burasthbu haſt been” eavd, to magnife thy L Mete) hi- 
: in the wonder Defenceof our Perſons" Re pion 


and Government; nowithſtandin: the maliciots' q 
and wicke&Contrivances of thoſeherce, fiery, and pol- 
tic Syirits, -who have tf} will at qur Sion : ' $o, contifiuewt 
hes delpechtlioe the preſent FRabliſhment 'in Chirth and 
Rn Witha leffing upon both, to-ys and our Poſtericy 

' *fotever. [Re er not againſt us our manifold Proyo- 
oY Trier! ſufferthe Plagues Of Atheiſm OT 


VR into an utdonabred Cap wy 2 af ry fay 


» 4 4 Morn Prop yer or for Families. Ss . 


Y, ny, Hereje and Schi /n, Sedition and Rebellion x O ſhake c 
qundati Lim” or intetrupr the Public Peace: AT ng uli- 
+I this. excellent Goyernment: Bur ynitens all ro thy 
" in the Bonds of crue Faith and Hons, and inbrocher 
DE: VE Charity one to pon 
0.0his: nd. we intreat rhee for. the be Hoh and Pro. 
key of the King ”S NA 9s Jane oe 
wu ut jim eſpect i om 
Cergy b us 11 che On ogether with bal pine fol Nobi. 
= Gentry, and Coat E of this Realm; thatthey 
all boa active Inſtruments for the Adyancemenr 
favs Glory ,, -theSatcty and Preſeryation of the King's 
= Honour, and Intereſt ; and for the Comfort and 
Benefit of all his erty loyal peaceable & obedicntSubjefts. 
Viſit we pray thee with thy Grace and Blefling, all our 
Relations, Friends, and Beneta&torss 'torgive the Injuries 
committed ag ainſf thee and us by all our Enemies; Com 
forr and Sap all diſtreſſed Perſons , with'the ſtedfaſt 
Belief of, ſure Confidence 1 ur, and a patient Submiſtion to 
thy divine Will and Wiſdom in all Straits and Suffe- 
rings whatſocyer. ,” *. 
nd now O Lord, we rerurt heh net humble and 
hearty Thanks for al choſe remporal and 'ſpititual Bleſ- 
ſings; which make the time of. onr ſhort abode in-this 
Life more cafic and*tomfortableto us: But let oiit Souls 
forcyer love & adore,admire andyraiſe thee,for hine in- 
finite Goodneſs & Bonny i in ſendiny thine own Sc 5 
the higheſt Region of Bliſs, rotake or Narure fp6t him: 
Who. tubmi BE EMH Indi EN of x {oft ITite, 


and he Tnjurics” SEPT ortures * ow fomebe and accurſed 


on Y has not Aeſier m rhe dri react end 
ng EffedAs ofv IR > obedience;” MP ut 


the Ute of ſuch Mears, - 


Fer, ade happy Eh $1. "ox Fi D 


hagbl pd us woe he Ff ER another Da 
31d Bodies we belebch thee pureand Feet 


nd nb 7 wh inploy ir, and: the? ole reldue of our 


5 he oat 6b 'munoal Bencfit of 


Ives rothy 
of: our ſelyes: Ty oh: : So thar after the few Day & and 


Nights we haverto paſs in this World, we may be happe, 


ly rratiſhecd from the ſhorrand rroubleſome Enjoymen 
'thereotf,to the rav hing and immutable Pleaſures of a fu- 

 rureand barer Life.” Grancrheſe our moſt humble Sap- 

liearions; and whar thon ſeeft further needful and conve- 

niefr for us we lincetely Bart thy hands, tor the np 

| wh ſe holy Nam 

and Words we pray unto thee, * Our Father, &c. 

The Grace of aur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &c. 


FR Evinths Prayer for Families. _ 


O Lord, the Almighty: Creator ofthe World, and the 
ME Redeemer of Mankind , who ſeeſt-our 
dawn Jyings and uprifings. and; to whom the Darkneſs 
ard L he are both alike. Thou art a God of Infinite Pu- 
ity an tarebo 3 nar.can any thing beadded to thy ad- 
mirable roy Sr and eſſential Glory, by us or .any of 
el Creatures; , for thou reproyalt thy Angels of Eolly. 
& the. Heayens are impure before thee ; much more 
he the: ſenſe of qur wretched. Eftate and Condition 

e its juſtly aſham'Jand afraid to offer unto thee an 
Ez 3 yer. in. great. Mercy xg our Souls thou hearel 
VEE... And thy Poms: and. Goodneſs are every where 
iſtraytions by Providence. 


5 Ob. 
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tkeaſeand Reſcue aA cand | ATIHIe 


| ad gh our U rſtandings and our Wills" 


ide"; ". $6) 
Crack and Mercy. ad obſtinardly 4 
chy Forbearance and long ſufferidg DG: Sh fi h 
kad us-to R nce, A Buvthon haſt gracioafly '{p: 
us hitherco when'we deſerved: Puniſhment, and: in the - 
midft of Judgernenr thinkeſt uport Merey. © Wherefore | 
OLord, thy Mercy is our Sanctuary, and 'unto thee do - . ? 
we flie for Vice: Ler the ' ſenfe ef our Vilenel poſſeſs - 
us withan' holy Indignarion's Ot: Selyes; and give 
us Grace to look back npon'the Offences of our former: 
Lives with that horrour and bas hatred anddeteſtari-" 
on, thar neither our vile Lofts, the illuſions pf Saran Bot | 
che alluring Enticementsof this vairt and tranſitory 
ny prevail with us ro neglet the great nee 
erni 

And Rk the perfetting of our preſent and Fottirs Hap- 
pineſs, we beſcech.chee O heavy 5 Father tobe praciotls 
and merciful unto, us in the Tornivenneſ of all 'our Sins. 
Pardon the vanity and i wry otour Thoughts;the ſitt- 
fulaeſs of our prophane,id Gy and: irnperricietit Wardetgnd 
the Impurity, injuſtice, a ndImpiery of alf our A&tons. 
Purge our whole Nature from the Srv arid Pollution! of 
the Old-man 3 nor only ftromgro furrptucus Sins, 
bur, even from our rivajs 3 fy. ' 2 oote ſecret 
Corruptions. Sandtifie us throngh Ar 7 ru holy Ok 
and we ſhall beclean, waſhus in thy.Sons 


ſhall be whiter than Snow : ' Bleſs all our? mares of 


Refartvarion ; 3 3nd cr the redundant $: 
meritarious Adyocate and Inrerceffor prevail for our Re- 


FLOne though opes, and on He 76 , 
ant heavenly Things. Make w warchful overour Wh 
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fie and ſubdye all our luſtfu) 


- 1 Apperiteyaapd Pallons by thy 

| Operation Prevalence of thy Gonna may tat 

* mic ourSelves entirely. ro the gragjos and fate Condut. 
On. 


of redtified Reaſon, and Religion. 4 
belecch hee ſtrengthen, 'our Faith , cohfirm our, Hope 


and-give.us 2 daily increaſe afCharity; that we may ſery f 


o 


- thee lincerely, eribrip and conſtancy, Fad Rig wo 
jncreaſe {t0] more 8 more and perſevere inall-the-Inſtin- 


neGand truc Holineſs all the days of ite, Enable 
ces of Piety 8 Virtuezthat by adding Strength to Strength; 
\  andonedeprecofGraceunto another,we may have acom- 
© forcable Well-being in this Life ,. and; in the World ro 
- come Lifceeverlaſting. _ + 
: -We'umplore thy Mercies allo for the Peace and Hap- 
pineſs of all Mankind, *Bleſs thy Church uniyerfal, bue 
more eſpecially that partof it to which we ſtand fo near- 
Iy related in theſe divided Kingdoms of great Britain, 
and Ireland: Remember not O Lord, our crying Sins, 
nor the Iniquities of our Forefarhers, whereby theſe Na- 
tions have been involy'd in Bloud and Ruine, and doull 
cry aloud againſt us for Vengeance ; But our ofthe Bow- 
Els of thy xndereſt Mercy, and for the ſake of our Com- 
paſſionate Redeemer, letthy heavy Wrath and Judge- 
-ments be zurned away from us. . 
Bleſs oyt.graciqus Sovereign, and all the Royal Fanity; 
'endue hiny with the Spirir of Wiſdomand ſound Judge- 


ment in thy Fear, and make. him ſucceſsful in all his Un- 


. dertakings, for the Advancement of the true Hongur and 
Tauereſt of eſtabliſhc Religion , his Subjeds Peace, and 

. his own Safety; Give a plenriful Portion ofthy Grace and 

. . Spirit taall rac ſeycral Stewards and Diſpenſers of thy 
holy Mylterics ,. whecher they.be Arch-Biſops,, Biſhaps., of 
- othes {ubotdinare Priefs and Deacons ; bur mare partici- 
larly robin whom, thou haſt intruſted -with the more 
| "Immediate Carc and Inſpc&ion over eur Souls in this Pa- 
| FN Kea exhen to feed their Flodks with true Wiſdom 


Sint 


chat after a plentiful Conyerfion of 
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Finners froituthe Errour. of t 
ike.ſo many Stars in thy-K y 
and ever; .Andlet Kata a1 a 49d we molt 
beſeech thee;fandtifie and' girect all the King's Councalen 
fates Magifrates, and Miniſters  whatſocyer,. nat. the 

be all faithful and zcalous in theip: Ren: atigh 

abd Callitigs. for the Maintenance of thy: true Religion, 
He Encouragement and cacreaſe of Piety, and h ſice.and 
brotherly Love and Unity amonſt us. > A 

Andnow OLord, as we have pray'd unto ths for the 
ſupply. of all remporaland ſpiritual Wants 3 ſoye belgech: 
hee to accept of the hearty *Rerurn of-our moſt affeRti 
onate Praiſe and Thankſgiving, forthe abundanceofthy 
Grace and Mercy vauchiated to.:our, Souls. and: Bade: 
We bleſs thee for our Creation, Preſervation aodaenk 
fold Deliverances from :Lempration, Sin and. Dangery 
all the comfortable Motions of thy holy: Spirit, cz «= 
bleſled effets thereof in our Lives and Adions 3. for: our 
Health and Liberty, Pcace and Proſperity: Bur aboveall, 
ler Heaven and Earth praiſe thee, for:thine infinite Loye 
and Compatlion to our miſerable Naturezin. the Incarnas 
tion of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and herein wee-praiſe thee 
more particularly for his Merits and Interceſſioa; his Dos 
QArine and nth, the. benefit of Repentance and pro- 
miſe of Pardon ; for thine unwearied Patience, and pa{- 
ſionate Entreaties to {ave us from Sin.and Ruin. far 
the bleſſed Opportunities. of Grace ..and Mercy..inithis 
Lite ,” and the aflured hope of a. bleſſed mary. in 
that whichis: t0.COME........ 

Finally. we. beg che. Aſiſtance of ih thy good Providence, 
which hach.warcht over.us,. and preleryed. ns-this Days 
to defend. us: this Night: alſo... Refreſh,our wearied Bo- 
dics with BIR Reſt and Sleep, and. keep our Souls | 
and Hs hg Rp ny and Et of rhe\ 
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ncerely ; both in; the buſineſs of our Calli 
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end-our Selves 8 Ours to thy NG diſpo- 


5 we belcech thee tohear us, 
| wool, eo ts ef, Dur Father, &c. 
Fl *A:Morning Prayer fora Private Perſon. 
; Cn merciful and gracious God , the Fountain of all 
hgh Zoodneſs and bleſſing , of tife and peace, of plenty and 


pardons thou art greatly to be feared and had in reverence of 


all that draw unto theeWherefore I humbly beg the aſsiftance 
of thy Grace at thu time, to ſanttifie and enliven my Devo- 
tions; that I may pray with the Spirit, and pray with the Un- 
dertanding alfo. -- fo Pr 1p : 

For I muſt confeſs O Lord , to mygreat ſhame and ſorrow, 
that I am a mYft vile and finfu! Creature, leſs then the leaſt 
of ull thy Mercies and lyable to the fevereſt of thy Fudgements: 
Hl the Powers and Faculties of my Soul, and Members of my 
Body afe polluted with the coritagion and filthineſs of Origi- 
nal Sint; I am clothed with Tniquity as with a Garment, and 
my Tranſgreſsions are gone over my head like a fore burden 
toabeavy for me to bear. Thave famed in every Circumſtance, 
in every Condition and Imphoyment of my whole Life; not 
only in my youth and. days of ignorance, but in my more dif- 
Sorning and riper years: Inſomnch,;that there are few oo 
which T have not either attually committed , or at leaft been 
inclined to, to the great increaſe of my preſent Miſery,and fu- 
4-4. tare Condemnation. * Refides, vile Creature that 
?-Neremen- 7 grit, 1 have been fo miſerably intangled in the 
MA Gott” fares of Sin and Wiekedneſs,as to be hurried on 
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_ "Here mention che Tempy ritual Strength, when they s > 
tations. which do eftncitat- tg opercome them ; ef iy Enemies 
faulr you. prevail againſt me, and Jead me m- 
awares to the Pit of Defruttion and endeſs Perditian.... 
; For this,end, 1 humbly beg the Aids of thy holy. Spirit, t 
urzhe my whole Nature, and diſpoſe me for the moderate uſe 
f al thy Creatures : Inform my Judgement with the ufeful 
Jge of thoſe Truths hich are neceſſary to be believed 


thetic refife my Wil, and fanfic my AP-Gionotha 


I may fo love and fer "truft and hope , deſire and delight in 
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 thee.above all Things, that all my Thoughts, Words,.qnd 
orks may ſhew forth thy praiſe , who haſt calFd me fron the $: 
dark Regrons of Sin and Ignorance to the marvellous Light of bs 
thy pure and undefiled Religion. Give me Grace to Zaprove 4, 
every Opportunity and Bleſſing. thy gaod Providence has in- ; 
trifted me with ; that when thy M-lſngers. Death or. udge- 
mendfhall put an end to all the tedious Cares and trout leſome W 
. Conternments of this mortal Life, . 1 may be clathed upon | 
"with a glorious and bliſsful Immortaftty.. wes 4 
\. Bleſs thy holy Catholic Church , but more eſpecially. bis 7 
Churches of theſe Kingdoms: Bleſs the King's M. iefy, "tht 
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Hy al? the triteured Expreſſions of love arid bountyin my 
ren © tion, and þ the Mercies atitComforts of 
_ Efearon, 
0 Life + \ Ute ub 7 by the” infinite Riches 'of thy Grace 
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